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TO 

CLEMENTINA GOODALl. 



Wi 



HAT a pitj that fo handfome a.name fbould 
be ib often and fo much abufed ! It is fome fmall 
confolatlon^ however^ that the feafon is fail ap- 
preaching, when in reality it will be faluted 
with proper refpeft. We are aflured, that in 
the realms of never-ending day, neither a toun- 
terfeit nor bafe metal, though evei: fo nicely- 
gilded, fliall pafs for current coin. And it were 
to be wifhed, that, even iiji the prefent ftate, the 

diftinfUon was fomewhat more minutely obfer- 

« 

ved. ' Clementina, my addrefs to thee fhall not 
^ * A 2 confift 
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confift In flowers of leanpang, poliflied periods, or 
nicely ftudled compliments ; a few plain truths, 
expreiTed In fimple language, Is all thou haft to 
expeft : and If this mode ihould happen to hit 
thy tafte, fo much the better for me. It Is true, 
in many dedications It Is ufual to rifle the apart- 
ments of the dead, and bring back a long lift oif 
anceftors, with their wonderful atchlevements ; 
ornamented with all the ftudled decorations of 
highly exaggerated pralfe ; but as I am not fo well 
acquainted with your relations, as would b^e<« 
ceflary for a juft delineation of their refpcdive 
chara£lers, fuch an omlffion will require no apo- 
logy* I am forry to fay^ that even my intimacy 
with yourfelf was too much in the en pajfant 
ftyle : therefore my whole panegyric fliall con- 
fift of this fingle obfcrvation, that you appeared 
Hiodeft, comely, and well-made. If thjs account 
ihould chance to meet your eye, and you (hould 
be able to know yourfelf, and find frotn this 

mode 



mode of addrefs who I am, I fliall furely rc- 
fpe£l your ingeauity, and allow you more than 
ordinary penetratipn. If Fate, as I fincerely 
wifh it may, ihould confent to oui^better ac- 
quaintance, and that I' find your other accom« 
plifhmcnts cbrrefpond to your external appear- 
ance, I ihall be more liberal in my future en-i 
comiums ; and tUl that is the cafe, I hope you 
will excufe mckfor being fo referved. Adieu, ' 

Dear Clementina, 
And believe me to be yours with the 
fincereft refpeft and efteem, 
Candid-halU 

N.B\ It was faid of a painter, not very re- 
markable in his . profeflion, ths^t upon fliewing 
the great Apelles a pifture of his, and inform- 
ing him at the fame time, that he had taken but 
a few hours to finifli it, he received this reply, 
" Though you had not told me fo, yet I plaiuly 
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fee caufc enough to believe, that it is nomore than 
a hafty draught." An apology, or expreffions 
fimilar to this obfervation, was juft what I once 
Intended ; Aut I have now thoi^ght of changing 
this cant, and, inftead of telling the warld that it 
is the hafty^ produSion of a few days, I thmk 
it is better to be modeft, and fay nothing about 
the time I employed in preparing it, left I ihould 
ORly betray my ignorance and felf-conceit ; ac- 
quaiiltances with which I may be famiUar 
enough, though I fliould not publifh it to the 
World, by fuch, fafliionable excufes. It would 
feem, from my being fo very fond of my own 
invention, that I really thought others would 
be equally fo^; and that it would be a great dif^ 
appointment to the impatientcrowd, who were ea* 
gerly gaping to fwallow my wonderful perform- 
ance, if they were not as rapidly favoured with it, 
as I had been in preparing it. But thefe ideas 
in reality I do not entertain. I am perfeftly con- 

. vijiged, 
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vinccd, that the world would not mifs either piy- 
felf or my child ; but if the judicious part of 
mankind -will fuffer this produftion to pafs un- 
molefted, I fliall thank them for their kindnefs. 
I care not from what motive the indulgence pro- 
ceeds, "whether from compafGon or approbation ; 
though I mull cbnfefs, that the latter is what I 
fliould wilh to merit. I know full well, that the 
Public is not to be much interefted in the fate 
of my Pick, but it concerns me to make fuch 
cdnc^flions as are confiftent with plain honefty. 
Original colouring is the principal feature of 
this performance. Some thoughts, I acknow- 
ledge, are borrowed, and manufadured in my 
own ftyle ; ,fuch paflagcs as I thought related to 
• my fubjeft, I have liberally quoted. But even 
after this confeflion, I by no means confider it 
as a fpurious progeny. If any perfon fliould 
fay otherwife, however, and claim it as hh own 
property,- 1 fliall not think it worth while to 

quarrel 
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quarrel with him, fend him a challenge, nor even 
trouble him with much contradiftion. 



MENTAL 




MENTAL TOOTH-PICK. 

Great bleffings ever wait on virtuous deeds. 
And though a late, a fure reward fucceeds. 

CONGKEVE. 

Ihave always been of opinion^ that witticifm 
in poffeffion of an ill-natured or impru* 
dent perfon is a dangerous weapon. Thbugh 
ever fo innocent, it iliould be cautiouflj employ- 
ed. A fatirift and lampooner, who are in their 
element only when their captious humour in- 
flames as it oper&tes, are neither proper fubjefts 
of panegyric, nor fit copies for imitation.— « 
Therefore my Pick fliall fmell but little of their 
oil. 

It is not neceffary to import the materials of 
my fimple inflrument from foreign lands ; nor 
are the mines of Peru the proper place to find 
them ; they lie v^ithin the reach of all who figh 

. for 
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for an acquaintance with virtue, of all who re- 
vere her venerable form ; for in mental reflec- 
tion the fearch is gratified, and the fecret difco- 
vered. I have ferved an apprenticefliip under 
the infhienoe of the torrid zone, and know the 
fuperiority of an accomplifhed female too well, 
ever to difrefped that valuable charader. I 
fhould not in the lead quarrel with any fenfible 
writer, for inverting the propofition of a great 
moralift in the following manner : A candid vir- 
tuous female is the npbleft work of God, and 
the brighteft part of the creation. 

From this plain declaration, the female of re- 
putation maj eafilj perceive, flie has nothing to 
dread from the pen of one who evet has, and 
ftiU continues to wear, the livery of fincere ^- 
feflion. If the c^ufe of female merit ihould re- 
ceive no great luftre from fo weak an advocate, 
that of innocence fliall never fufFer any falfe con- 
' ftru£lion, or ungenerous reprefentation, from any 
•feeble effort of mine. 

Having proceeded thus far in the ftyle of ego- 
tifm, which an eminent character, who was 
well acquainted with the rules of politenefs, and 
knew equally well how to defcribe the effentials 

of 
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of good breeding, fo much and ftrongly difcom- 
mends, I fliall take an opportunity of entering 
into a more eligible dire£lion, as foon as I can 
get rid of a,neceffarj prelude, which requires 
fome little inveftigation. 

Some may apprehend, that a tooth-pick is a 
piece of furniture that can eafily be wanted ; and 
that many ufe it njore by way of ornament, than 
as an inft rumen t neceffary for removing gain, 
or promoting pleafare. Small as it is, how- 
ever, unlefs ingenioufly managed, it may com- 
mit lefs or more mifchief ; it may wovuid the 
tongue, and give a cloudy colour to the gums; But 
if, upon refieffioh, its good qualities are found to 
overbalance any inconvenience or bad effeSs 
that may attend its ufe, it would be improper to 
lay it afide, and noways criminal to employ fo 
fmall a piece of luxury. Crumbs of food, lying 
in a ffcate of putrefa6lion, are of a corrofive na- 
ture, and in a fliort time may hurt the enamel 
of the. teeth. Removing this prelTure is of great 
advantage, as it helps to keep them clean, and to 
prefer ve their polifli ; and a cafe of beautiful 
teetli is no fmall ornament, to either male or fe- 
male ; if; then, it is found fo neceffary for the 

J bodv. 



body, why may not one be invented for the mind ? 
and as I fuppofe mine is the iirft that has been 
made of the mental kind, t hope, if females ^of 
charafter (the only part of the fex whofe good 
opinion I am defirous to obtain) do not think me 
deferving of a premium, they will at leaft ap- 
prove of my Pick, for the novelty of the phrafe. 
In every well regulated fociety, where the pe- 
riods of civilization extend their graceful pro- 
grefs, the mechanical labour of the artift, in 
every new inverition, where any degree of inge- 
nuity is difplayed, calls for the eye of public in- 
fpeftion, to examine its value, conftrudtion, and 
fynametry ; and praife is annexed to the perform- 
ance, correfponding in fome meafure to the inven- 
tor's merit, A patent, to perpetuate his memory, 
is granted by public authority ; he receives a 
generous reward, accompanied with fonorcus 
peals of applaufe. Have I any claim to fuch ex- 
peftations or privileges ? Alas I my flattering 
career has now loft its wheels, and my foaring 
hope is deprived of its wings ; for sQl I have to 
boaft of, is no more than coining a hew epithet 
for refleftion. If my fincerity, and the honefty 
of tny intention, fail to procure me the good- 
will 



C ^3 ] 
will of mackind, I doubt much of meeting it in 

the way of merit. 

An eminent writer juftlj obferves, with his 
ufual flowers of elegance, " That the acknow- 
ledgement of thofe virtues on which confcience 
congratulates us, is a tribute that we can at anj 
time exaft with confidence ; but the celebration of 
thofe virtues we only- feign or defire, without anj 
vigorous endeavours to attain them, is received as 
a triumph over regions, not yet conquered."— 
Delightful fcenes pleafe a correft taftc, and the 
benefit of information will always excite the induf- 
try of thofe who fearch for refinement. 

The female who is familiar with labours of 
merit, who longs to learn w^hat is beautiful in 
the produftion of arts, as well as what is inge- 
nious in the delineation of morals, will tiot in the 
leaft be offended to meet here with a beautiful 
quotation from a maflerly pencil, on the fubjecl 
of education : " Should a mailer, after having 
given his pupil a few lefl:i;res on the elements of 
grammar^ leave' him at liberty to make the bell of 
his way through the claffes, without giving him 
the leaft affiftance in the progrefs of his, ftudies, 

B - or 
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or pointing out the ufe and application of the 

neceflarjr rules as he advanced in his learning, 
is it to be thought from this fuperficial inftruc- 
tion he would be found a complete fcholar? Com- 
mon fenfe will at once make the proper reply ; 
and fliall lefs pains or care be • thought fufficient 
to nurfe the virtues of the heart ? to form him 
a good man, or a valuable member of the com- 
munitj to wliicli he belongs ? Is it eaiier, after 
' having lenrned the rudiments of knowledge and 
morality, for a character to guide himfelf with 
nice tafte, or correft judgement, in the labyrinth 
of life, and lleer unfhakpn, in full triumph, a fteady 
courfe of virtue, through the flioals, rocks, and 
all the other dangers he has to encounter, in a 
veffel without ballaft, ignorant of her motion, 
and the fkill required in her management, to 
fubdue the fwelling tide of corruption, and the 



boifterous ilorms of pailion,thantounderftandthc 
fenfe of a Roman or a Greek author ?" When 
Ulyflcs intruilcd the education of his fon to the 
nobles of Ithaca, to one of them, in particular, he 
enforces the charge with this aiTeclionate addrefs, 
*' O my friend, if ever you loved his father, fiiew 
him fome proof cf it in your care of his fon, but 

« 

above 
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above all do not omit to form him jufl, fincere, 

and faithful." 

The beft method (fays Socrates to his pupil 
Alcibiades) that jou can make ufeof to draw 
the ble flings of heaven upon yourfelf, and to ren- 
der your prayers acceptable, will be found con- 
ne&ed with the conllant pradtice of your duty 
towards God and men. &om thefe examples, 
we plainly fee the anxiety which prevailed, in 
the former ages of the world, for improving the . 
youthful mind. If would be a pity, if the pre- 
fent race and sera, fo far advanced in refinement, 
Ihould in any point or fclence have caufe to blufli 
at a comparifon with ancient days. When a 
painter examines a new pidlure, he not only at- 
tends to the brightnefs of the colours, but the 
delicacy of the connc6led .parts, and the art by 
which the whole is conduced. It is the nice 
jun6lion or imiformi ty of the concordant lines, 
that principally excite notice, and fumifli mat- 
\ter for approbation. Tliough I cannot promife 
my reader a model of finiflied arrangement, or 
elegance of conception, ftill a defire to trace 
the pu^c fprings of truth, reafon, and religion, I 

B 2 , -flatter 
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ilatter myfelf, will apologife for my defefts, and 
pr6cure me fome litQp indulgence. 

Refinement of mind^ in every age and country-^ 
has been always thought the principal part of 
beauty. If education is admitted to be an efiec- 
tual mean of attaining this rich ornament, then 
it is a felf-evident truth, that it can never be too 
ftrongly recommended^ nor too clofely cultivated. 
Is the contemplation of female elegance, where- 
ever it is feen, an objefl: of delight ? Is not the 
tribute of refpeft, and the partiality paid to it, 
when it appear^ to advantage, a powerful mo- 
tive for encouraging a fpirit of improvement ? 
Let us paufe a little, and look around us, let us 
fee how mpch birth itfelf is adorned by a regu- 
lar education ; how a genteel female, by the care- 
ful labour of a 'few years, rifes^ to notiee and 
refped, and (lands poiTefied of ornaments that 
will remain in honour till the lateft period of life ; 
ornaments which have the initials of knowledge, 
• goodnefs of heart, and genuine religion, ftrongly 
impreffed on their front ; though they fhould not 
be altogether the tone of the times, nor particu- 
larly in vogue, the improvement of fuch lafting 
ornaments cannot fail, in the courfe of years, to 

reflefl 
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rcfledt luftre and credit on the wife female who 
has judgement fufficient to difcem their value, 
and fleadinefs enough to perfevere in their pur- 
fuit. A conftant and jull fenfe of decorum in 
every opening fcene, imparts the pureft emotions of 
pleafure. How refined are her enjoyments, whofe 
tafte is regulated by the di6lates of a well-informed 
mind. The eye of penetration mufl admire the 
female who is capable of being charmed, and of 
diarming in her turn. The advantages of birth 
or fortune may fecure the adoration of the vul- 
gar ; but (he who excels in mental refinement, 
courteous behaviour, and an agreeable temper, 
fhows the eflentials of a correal and delicate 
beauty ; — ornaments which command the refpeft 
of fuperior tafte, of thofe who more highly ad- 
mire the merit of a ripe underftanding, than' the 
accidental advantacjes of external form. The 
charms of novelty, like the unfettled blofToms of 
fpring, wear a dazzling appearance, but are 
eafily defaced ; and when once they fade can ne- 
ver be renewed. The flighty char^^dler, like a 
temporary ballad, is only in tequeft for a little 
while ; but a modefl fenfible female will long 
continue to fupport her charaGer, Curiofity is 

B 3 awaliened 
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awdkeaed at the firft fight of an degant dome, 
but it is the riches within that eftahlifhes its 
lafting fame. The merit of jsl female is not al- 
together to be eftimated from her great qualities, 
it is the placing them in a proper attitude that 
(hows them advantageouflj. A foil, though ori- 
ginally fertile, if left without culture, will foon 
contr^ barrennefs, and wear the face of a lonely 
jdefert ; whereas a piece of land naturally| fte- 
rile, and of a furface feemingly crowded with in- . 
equalities, by the ingenious hand of induftry, 
may be made in a Ihort time, not only to com- 
penfate the cultivator's toil, but even to vie with 
the firft-rate produftions of xtature. The, Gre- 
cians improved the arts and fcicnces to fuch a 
height, that the claim of competition was every 
where relinquiihed, and the laurels of knowledge 
flourifhed at Athens, with a degree of verdure 
which at that time appeared to furpafs the reft 
of the world. Neighbouring nations admired 
their genius, and confidered them as finiflied and 
inilruftive examples for their careful imitation. 
If writers defcribe the Turks as fomewhat 

V 

flow or phlegmatic in • mental proficiency, they 
take care to fupply that deficiency by cloatliing 

thenx 
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them with beauties no lefs engaging : they fpeak 

of their morals as gracefully polifhedy and al« 
mofi irreproachable : for moderation of their 
paiEonSy and fidelity to their word, they are al- 
lowed to be peculiarly diftinguiihed. l^e Ro- 
mans, early in life, acquired a tafte peculiar to 
thcmfelves. Female education was confidered as 
a matter of the utmofl importance. Matrons of 
eflabliihed reputation were looked upon with re- 
fped, and as mothers to whom the facred pledges 
of affeftion, diftinguilhcd either by charafter or 
fiunily, might be fafely intrufted. What a 
pleafant talk to guide the tender mind with 
prudence and fafety, over the falfe and dan- 
gerous rocks that lie concealed in the fea of 
life,- and of which the thoughtlefs inexperience 
of youth could have no juft conception. Who 
then fo fit for this important duty, as a virtuous 
female, rendered venerable by age, and dif- 
tinguiflied by folidity of judgement, who pof- 
feffes an extenfive ftock of knowledge, and is 
univerfally refpefted as the honour of her fex. 
Judicious fentimcnts, exprefled in plain language, 
unfophifticated reafoning on intelleftual accom- 

plifliments^ and daily leffons on moral purity, as 

the 
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the greateft ornament of the fex, would found, 
from the lips of fuch a charafter, v[iih a ftrain 
of the; powerfulleft eloquence : and when a fair 
copy of the inftruftions flic inculcated was ex- 
preffively represented in her own condu'ft, thejr 
could fcarcely fail tp be irrefiftibly impreffive. 

" In articles of tafte and luxury," as obferyed 
by a very learned writer, *^ the demand appears 
fo arbitrary, as fcarce to be reducible to any efta- 
bliflied rules." Notwithftandihg of this-afler- 
tion, the figures and numbers which compofe 
the chara&er of beauty, may in fome meafure 
be difcovered without the art of Ipgic. In my 
opinion, it is not neceflary to ranfack the field of 
literature for information on the point; it furely 
confifls in the harmony of the heart, and the fa- 
bric is formed by the continued union of the 
richeft materials. A natural honefty of look, 
fupported by confcioufiiefs of rectitude, tri- 
umphs over all artificial beauty. Regular fea- 
tures, brightened by goodnefs of heart, and mild- 
nefs of difpofition, like the fliades in painting, 
give relief to neighbouring virtues, and make 
the whole figure altogether lovely. Tafte, rou- 
fed bj> emulation^ refines gradually ; and from a 

* careful 
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carefiil imitation of beauties, the mind imper- 
ceptibly advances towards its highcft improve- 
ment. But where no fuperior model appears 
to be confulted, or to excite laudable ambition, 
the field of refinement muft be , barren indeed. 
Though I thought to have made a new difcovery 
that had efcaped the notice of the learned, I find 
myfelf fo much entangled, that I muft relinquifli 
my own fanciful excurfion, and coincide with 
information more ripe than my own. It is 
true, if we confult the coUcftcd treafures of the 
hiflorian, or perufe the laboured periods of the 
poet, we fliall find their delineation of charac- 
ters commonly drawn from the flowers of the 
heart, or the rich colours of virtue. But if we 
look aroimd us, and examine human nature with 
any degree of attention, we fliall find, that the 
moft of mankind judge of beauty agreeably to 
their own fancy or caprice ; fome, from the 
wild conceits of a vitiated imagination, and 
others from reafon and a correft tafte. If the 
opinion of my landlady is aflsied, I think her fen- 
timents will be much in this ftyle : " She that 
has feweft faults, and a6ts beft." The affable 
modefl: look, the benevolence which tenderly 

breathes 
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breathes in every expreffion, and foftlj fniiles in 

every duty; thefe, in her book of calculation, are 
firfl-rate ornaments : Thcfe will endure the 
fummer heat, and winter's cold, and will not fall 
like leaves in autumn. Such genuine, marks of 
diftin(5kion wiH always continue engaging, and 
. fhe who is in poffeffion of fo much grace wiU 
fiM her jubilee return Avith every rifing fun ; 
for the outvvafd endowments of nature, or the 
highcft improvements of art, when compared 
with the goodnefs of the heart, are low and artifi- 
cial. This idea of beauty is very neceffary to 
be encouraged at all times, particularly in early 
life, not only becaufe the moft ^ important, but 
the firft impreffions are moft likely to continue, 
efpecially when the imderftanding afterwards 
finds fufficient reafon to juftify its early partia- 
lity. When, with the dawning of the day, every 
elegant accomplifhment is carefully nurfed, and 
the mind by habit accuftomed to contemplations 
of refinement, in the future progrefs of life, it 
will neVer (without reludance) exchange its 
own approved {)offeflions, for lefs valuable, or 
■unexamined acquifitions. 

A great moralift, who had a competent know- 
ledge 
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ledge of the human heart, and whofe poeti- 
cal diclion, and ftrerigth of compofition, woiild 
merit approbation in anj age, whofe fentiments 
are the language of experience, whofe intimacy 
with human nature is fo great, and whofe know- 
ledge of the world is fo ingenioufly introduced 
into his writings, thr^t a re;adcr of ordinary pene- 
netration mull admire the compafs of his "abi- 
lities,, and even feel the force of his reafoniiig, 
tells us, when the gay foiifon of life, in its 
various periods, is eficiSually fecured, to give 
credit and belief to the council of, wifdom, that 
the mind, in every period of its virtuous, pro- 
grefs, pofleffcs the bcfl car.ic for r,epicing, and 
will not fail to exhibit the plan of this happy 
improvement to the years oi maturity, with in- 
variable delight. A continued fenfe of pro- 
priety, or a delicate tafte for what is honourable, 
• makes the foul fhuddcr at the reality, and even 
at the very fliadow, of what is criminal. It is a 
faft not to be difputed, that both male and fe- 
male naturally partake of the prevailing habits 
of their company, or the quality of the employ- 
ments with which they are moll familiar ; 
Tlierefore this Icffon of early cultivation is ia 
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itfelf fo advantageous^ that none fenfible of its 
ufefulnefs will ever wifli to refift its influence, 
or think its authority intolerable. The plain, 
injunftions recommended are the very pre<;epts 
that a judicious parent, ^concerned for the credit 
of his family, or the happinefs of a promifing 
offspring, would fincerely diftate ; and what no 
children, but fuch as are evidently on the road' 
to ruin, would ever treat with difdain. Serious 
impreffions of religion, which comprehend the 
befl definition of moral beauty, are not only the 
origin of reputation, but the fountain of uncon- 
taminated pleafure. Improvement in this fage 
fcience forbids no enjoyment to which com- 
mon fenfe would, give its c6nfent, or difcretion 
defire to poflefs. If the muiical voice of piety 
was underilood in its proper acceptation, the 
honour of God regarded, or the dignity of hu- 
man nature properly fupported, too much care 
could fcarcely be taken, in the morning of life, 
to create and encourage the nobleft train of re- 
fledlions. 

This digrefEon, the courteous reader, I hope, 
will not confider as wandering from the main 
point, or in the leaft lofing fight of the fubje£i 
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in contempl|ition. To give as little foundation 

as poffible to the language of complaint, I ihall 
here refume the former theme. Is genteel edu- 
cation become an objed: of particular attention ? 
and is the afFeftion of parents fenfibly awakened 
to behold the improvement it is able to confer ? 
No criterion can diftinguifh partiality to a fa- 
vourite more confpicuoufly, than the adorning of 
her mind with every neceflary beauty, and 
looking often with a watchful eye at her morals. 
A female ftands in the fame degree of confan- 
gainity to her connexions, is perhaps as capable 
of receiving inftru&ion as any of her family, 
and poffibly mak^s a brighter figui^e in the art 
flie ftudies ; of courfe has the beft claim to an 
equal (hare of tendemefs and attention. The 
principal parts of her education, in modem 
times, confift in French, dancing, drawing, and 
mufic, and all thefe are highly ornamental, when 
what is more effential is cultivated with the 
fame degree of ferioufnefs. 

A young female is often hurried to town, and 
immediately taken to a boarding-fchool, as the 
centre of every accomplifhment. Here flie finds 
new aflbciates, who require new manners : big 

C with 



[ ,26 ] 

with every entcrprife, and elated with every hope, 

however vague, the imagination is foon glazed o vc r 
with the moll fanciful, as well as the moft flat- 
tering ideas-. Chimerical figures of fafhion and 
empty pageantry, are confidered as the fummit 
of human happinefs. While the judgement is 
not pcrfcdlly ripe, how eafy for the draughts of 
fi6Hon to Ileal forward into favour, and by un- 
fair colouring to keep virtues of the firft quality 
at an awful dillance. The gay female enters the 
world, with every happy prejudice in her fa- 
vour ; fhe imagines herfelf certain of.accomplifli- 
ing her purpofcs, and of obtaining the rewards 
due to eilabliilied merit. 

When the Sirens of flattery are high in favour, 
the eye is entertained with whatever they think 
beautiful ; and Vanity's fickly appetite is re- 
galed with their various delicacies : The trea- 
sures of delight are every where iSd open, and 
novelty blooms alike on every hand. 

Thus do the fmiles of fancy diiFufe their whim- 
fical and unfleady rays, like the ancient Scythians, 
vrho, by extending their conquefts over diftant 
regions, left their own throne vacant to their 
(laves. Where prejudices blind tlie mind, and 
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the fogs, of deluSon darken the planet of refine- 
ment ! truth and impartialitj are not feen in 
their native colours, nor are their inftrudlive 
voices diilinftlj underftood. Though the fcenes 
of happinefs lurk under no foreign maik, the 
fearch is often made where onlj the fliadow is 
found, and that fliadow" is without hefitation ta- 
ken for the fubftance. The fong of hope extends 
its enchanting found, and the inexperienced heart 
rejoices in its melody ; each day fwells with the 
reflux of pleafures," variable as "the caufe from 
which thej originate. 

Thofe precious hours defigned for improve- 
ment, are devoted to cards, or other infignificant 
paftimes, inftead of being ufefully employed in 
colle6ling materials of tafl:e, calculated to enlarge 
the fphere of refinement, or promote employ- 
ments more rational. 

The tranfaftions of the day are foon hurried 
over. Refledbions which require deep penetra- 
tion are troublefome, and therefore are foon dif- 
mifTed, Tefl: they fliould fadden the thoughts, and ' 
fpoLl the appetite for light amufements. A rapid 
/current of convcrfation rolls on the milliner, the 
mantuamaker, and a numberlefs group of .other 
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figures, found neceflary to employ the tongue 
without intertniffion. Concerts of mufic and pu- 
blic affemblics are current courfes of entertain- 
ment ; how fuch a on© danced, how elegant her 
perfon, what a degree of dignity in her carriage, 
but not a fingle expreffion about the propriety 
of her cendu£l, or the refinement of her un- 
derflanding. Thefe fubje&s are airy and in- 
finuating, and the fchool of meditation, in which 
the young female but too much delights. A 
latitude of this nature, in conne6i:ion with a nar- 
row fet of principles, or a confined view of hu- 
man nature, cramp the fpirit of improvement, 
and help to encourage ftrong prepofTefSons either 
for or againft matters* of no great importance. 
In the open unfufpicious feafon of life, opinions 
fo diffeminated, are often greedily imbibed. But 
having taken root, and being once naturalifed, it 
will require niore than an ordinary effort entirely 
to eradicate them. In almofl every age of the 
world, it has been lefs or more the praftice of phi- 
lofopher^, poets, and hiflorians, to laih the vices 
of their time, and complain that moral virtues 
were faft approaching the borders of depravity j 
the- ufual cant employed to convince us, that 

former 



[ ^9 ] 

former generations had carried all the fpoil of 

moral improvement, and other valuable bleflings, 
along with them to the land of forgetfulnefs, 
and left only the refufe of beauty and talle to 
their fucceflbrs. For my part, I cannot fay 
that I am a convert to this opinion ; nor do I fee 
any eligible caufe for fuppofting fuch reafoning^ 
And thoitgh, from the liberty I have tak^i, it 
may be thought I wifli to lay an embargo on 
the little levities of youth, I hope my fentiments 
fhall not be underftood as alluding to the fex at 
large, nor as comprehending all our females in 
one clafs ; for I believe, the prefent aera may 
produce as hpneft, virtuous, and finiflied females, 
as any of the preceding. The ancients, which 
many feem enthufiaftically fond of extolling, I 
fuppofe, differed from thofe of our own time, . 
only by their drefs being lefs handfome, their 
language lefs elegant, their integrity lefs genuine, 
and themfelves lefs accompliihed. In opening ' 
the views of the youthful mind, and fuggefting 
fubjefts of contemplation, caution^ in molt cafes, 
is quite requifite, not only in the choice of chafte, 
edifying themes, but alfo in giving the narration 
an engaging drefs. Innocent and interefling 
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anecdotes might many times be exceeding fea- 

fonable, and help to produce a pleafing efieS:* 
The gay colours of vanity, which are fo ready- 
to inflame, might by fuch habits be gradually ^ 
mortified, an^l the current of thought run with 
conftant delight, in the direction of improvement 
and happinefs. 

Innocent amufemcnt, confined within proper 
bounds, is furely requifite ; and none in poffeflion 
of common fenfe, or who knows the value of 
health, will ever difcojmnend its effeft. But to 
afiign it the place of moral improvement, and 
make it the chief obje6l of purfuit, is a piece of 
conduft far from deferving credit, or being wor- 
thy of encouragement. Life, when Regulated 
with judgement, is a pleafing fcene, rich with 
beauteous decorations, fruitful in adls of benevo- 
lence. An hour once a^-day devoted to moral 
entertainment, would open a door for refinement 
and attention to the various occurrences, which 
occupy the ruling thoughts of mankind, in their 
different attitudes and confequences ; would help ' 
to. enliven the mind, and lead to a train of ufe- 
ful reflexions. Inquiry into the quality of vir- 
tue, or the deformity of vice, with the lines and 
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cplours peculiar to each ; thefe or fimilar lee* 

* tures would be mpre than killing time ; money 
beftow^ed on a teacher for fuch a purpofe, would 
be* profitably fpent; the advantages of which 
would appear like the ripe increafe of harvelli 
in the progrefs of future years. A refpe&able 
charafter, wliofe name? I cannot recoUeft, fe- 
rioufly recommends oeconomy of tafte. He is 
quite clear for confining friends, as well as books^ 
to a certain number; defiring but few of either, 
if thefe are judicioufly fele£led. From the me-i 
rit of the books with which one is familiar, the 
turn of the mind is foon difcovered \ for tafl:c 
will naturally feek for qualities of its own com- 
plexion; as. clothesL which cover and adorn tjie bo- 
^j ihould always be genteel, without affeftation. 
Reading pifeftifed for improvement, and not for 
oftentation, will lay up trcafures of edifying in- 
formation, which will entertain the intelleft, and 
adorn the converfation. Decency in drefs fhewst 
a delicacy of tafte, and a modeft diffufion of know- 
ledge adds luftre to its fair author. Silence 
frequently performs the ofiice of fpeech; and 
this fort of eloquence fometiities does more exe- 
cution than the moft elegant addrefs \ like fuf-' 
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penfions and long paufes in mufic, which con- 
tribute as much to harmony as the rnoft melo- 
dious notes. " Glittering wares, if continually 
expo.fed, lofe much of their brightnefs, and are 
eafily Itained with much handling." - A cpmely 
female, the more natural flie appears, the more 
beautiful ; flie is fure to lofe nothing by the want 
of afFecLatiori. There would be lefs danger in 
meeting her adcmpd with all the advantages of 
drefs, thgn in feeing her condudt artfully diftin- 
guifhed, by the attradtive grace, and delufive 
manner of thofe, who have neither had accefs to 
^ood company, nor enjoyed the benefit of a vir- 
tuous education. 

Modelly is a quality fo acceptable, that it 
forms an apology for many deficiences, it is an 
armour fcarccly to be pierced, and oii a fenfible 
female fits very handfomely. 

t* Didruftful fcnfe with modeft cauticwi fpeaks, 
Wiiilc flattering aoniJiiie in full voUies breaks*" 

islence will a(Et with csconomy in the dif- 
' ^ its merit. The difcreet female will* ra- 
.' • : '. ' .:nt hcrfelf with having more literary 

knowledge 
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kno^cdge than flie choofes to publlfli, than 

that others fliould cenfure her for affefting more 
' than fhe has* Shfe is not clad in her beft fuit at 
her firft appearance ; but thinks it better to gain 
ground gradually, than to feem retrogade in her 
motions. A judicious female will cheerfully fa- . 
. ci>ifice the light amufement of a dance, the luxu- 
ry of a repaft, or any other pleafure of the fea- 
fon, to tafte fincere and folid enjoyment j by cul- 
tivating clofe acquaintance with fome favourite 
author, where flie finds a lading feaft prepared 
for her mind. I do not think it rafli to cenfure 
fome characters, who would be much offended 
to have their tafte or judgement difputed, for 
maintaining that learning and coquetry in a fe- 
male are fynonymous terms ; and to the em- 
beliifhment of education and found fenfe^ un- 
charitably append the epithet of affeEiation. 
Though books and their contents are nbt to em- 
ploy every hour of the day, the female' who is 
well acquainted with fuch fenfible neighbours, is 
not, in my flender judgement, the lefs qualified 
for fprightly converfation. A choice colleftion 
of books, with an inclination to perufe them, 
not only fteals away ihs, languor of a dull hour, 
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but ftrengthens the underftanding, '' iickens the 

apprcherxfion, and renders the comj^ ; .y of fo much 
excellence' a fund of agreeable entertainment. 
But much depends on the quality of the books, 
with which one inters into a familiar tete* 
a-tetCy and the nature of the fubjefl: on which 
thej treat. The marvellous and fictitious com- 
munlcate but a {lender iOiare of pleafure, their 
information having no great conne6lion with 
truth; therefore it is not to be fuppofed, that thefe 
uncertain guides always point to the path of fe- 
curity ; nay, their courfe is the very reverfe. — 
Barren uncultivated deferts are their line of di- 
' redlion, and their falfe colours impofe on the 
credulous' mind a yoke of delufion,- almoft equal 
to Egyptian bondage. And when a tafte for 
this fort of reading is once unhappily acquired, 
a ftrong effort mull be made before the relifli 
lofes its edge, and the fancy is efFcftually difen- 
gaged from the falfe fcenery. Novels, plays, 
and fables, (excepting a very few indeed), are 
not produftive^of the expected inllrudbion. But 
the pafRonate defire for fuch paltry produftions 
is perhaps rather a misfortune than a vice' 5 tho' 
their prevailing tendency is lefs or more to cloud 

the 



[35] 

the underftanding, with a vain and trivial train 

of thought, and are a ftrong flimulation to levity 
of conduft. The \vrong bias, upon the whole, 
they are calculated to incite, can fcarcely be com- 
penfated by any gratification their fanciful pages 
can impart. The propenfity which young perfons 
early dif cover to fuch reading, and the partiality 
they entertain for authors of this defcription, in 
my eftimation, it would be highly proper to re- 
prefs ;* and 'what is much more eflential to their 
welfare, generoufly pointed out, with all the rich 
advantages v/hich attend its cultivation. Reli^ 
gious and moral performances, are without dif- 
pute the folid foundation on which el'egance of 
tafte may be built, and built with fafety. Enter- 
tainment of this quality, may be compared to a rich 
valley, abounding every where^with cor reft figures 
of refinement, fittedboth to amufe the eye, and re- 
gale the mind. Dr Blair's fermonsiare fubjefts or 
deferved fame, and of finiflied beauty ; remark- 
ably diftinguiftied by a continued and glowing 
vein of piety. His tender and inftruftive fenti- 
ments, in every opening page, are full o£inourijh- 
ment to virtue ; and their elegant language'' is 
Calculated to gratify tiie moft refined and deli- 
cate 
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cate tafle. Reforting to fiich polifhed acquaint- 
ances, on a Sunday evening, or any other day 
of the week that might fuit the reader's conve- 
niency, would, in my way of thinking, be a 
praftice never out of feafon, never inconfiftent 
with any chara6ler. They are creditable connec- 
tions ; companions with whom any female, what- 
ever be her diflin&ion in life, may deem it an 
honour to be intimate. The divine who inge- 
nioufly gives Piety her fuperlative attire, the 
jnoralift who points out duty with difceminent, 
and the hiftorian who paints charafters and 
e^''ents with truth and accuracy, are fuch com- 
pany as will refleft credit on their aflbciates. 
It is from fuch fource^ that the principal part of 
mental improvement is to be derived. Virtue, 
in her natural and moil engaging colours. Vice, 
with its gloomy clouds of depravity, w^ith the 
charafters and confequences peculiar to each, are 
fnatched from the jaws of oblivion, and expofed 
to public view, for the advantage of fociety,^ in 
-the correfl: and conimanding delineation of the 
mafterly hiftorian. The annals of barbarous 
cliihates, or of the moft corrupt ages, may, in 
fome particular circumftances, appear to be par- 
tially 
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tlallj tranfcrib^dy and probably all the tranfac* 
tions may not be recollefted juft fo minutelj as' 
they "were originally exhibited; ftill the princi- 
pal and leading fa£ls are held up to view in their 
narrations, with a tolerable degree of precifion ; 
and they feldom lofe fight of truth, or relate 
circumitances which are merely chimerical. In 
hiftory, a correft fphere of a^lion continually 
engagies the attention ; you trace the rife and 
prbgrefs of human authority and civilization; 
ages and. countries, the interefting affairs of naA 
tions, appear as obje£ls of contemplation, and 
continually arreft the eye of infpeftion. The 
candid hiftbrian (hatters the fecret fetters of ig- 
noraifce, and, without the lem referve, lays 
open td the glare of day the flourifliing ftate of 
empires, or the gradual decay of kingdoms : 
together with the various caufes from which 
they might date, either the origin of their fame, 
or the record of their ruin, ^he corruption of 
the world, and the knowledge of human nature, 
may be learned in hiftory without eicpence, and 
feen without a maik. Whatever error in con- 
duct gave juft room for cenfure, or forfeited 
the good opinion of the public, though the ac- 
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tors are now filent, their example continueth to 
fpeak. The part entrufted them to execute on 
(he theatre of life, is recorded with its corre- 
fponding portion (rf merit, or demerit. Nb con- 
f:eaknent of the artful ftratagems, by which in- 
flexible integrity often fuffered unexpefted dif- 
grace, or undefejrved ruin, or by which the na- 
tural pride of power rofe ii[p, like a fwelh'ng tor- 
rent, to demoliih ftately fabrics of fame, not to 
te equalled hj fair competition, or the ordinary 
means of improvement, — is thought neceflkry. 
Hiftory gradually unfolds the nature and advan- 
tages of different countries ; tl^e mildne& or fe- 
iT^erity of climates j the ftrength and intereft of 
nations ; the rudiments of* peace or war ; and 
whatever concerns civil negotiations : it briefly 
comprehends the produftions of art, «nd the 
tranfadions of former ages. The different forms 
of government, and their various revolutions, , 
fucceed each other in their natural order. The i 
multiplied misfortunes which have been the 
repeated confequences of too much fecuritr or 
remifCiefs, extravagant competition, or arbitra- 
Xj fever ity, the fage pages of experience openly 
and clearly defcribc. 3o that no age or r^ation 
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can loiSe credit, ty borrowing cautioi^ from the , 
ddmonition of othef cotintri«s, and even from 
traitfa&ions not Very ancient.^ Thfe tnalicious 
defigas of bdfe ^minds to foment confu&on in a 
country, or to kindle the fire of anarchy ; the 
various deep-cOloured artifices by which popular 
fadicxi and civil difcor4s fwelled to rapid inun* 
dations ; the happy (?aufes by which the fcent of 
ds»:k machind:tions ilole from retireuiient, to dif<* 
cover the fsi^are, and counteraA their horrid in^ 
flueace^ before the feoret ripened into age, or 
launched into execution ; all thefe circmnflances 
plaiiily 9^ipt9s^ without palliation, or the leaft 
a^yprehenfion of, danger. In contemplatiiig the 
graceful figures, and amufing fcenery of the 
biflorian, the reader, at a diftance from the field 
of danger, may Calmly view battles and fieges 
without turmoil ; tempefts and Jhipwrecks, with-* 
crut Ibaring in the conflift ; the modes and 
£i{hions of other courts and nations, without 
either the toil of travelling, or. the cxpence of a 
Coftly purchafe« In fancy you may proceed to 
the field of war, and behold a CiBBfar, a Scipio^ 
and k group of other ancient and modem heroe^ 
that could eafily be named, with the fortpitude of 
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foldiers, fupporting fatigue, and communicating 
courage to all around, bj- their looks, their ad- 
drefs, and their aftions, \vbich ^y like elcftricity 
from rank to rank, till the enthufiafin becoznes 
general, and the efie£): wholly irrefiftible. You 
may fee a vanquiflied foe, forgetting the horrors 
of bondage, and gazing wjlth admiration, on 
the bravery of the hero, who, with the liumanity 
of an angel, fubdues the proud fpirit of revenge, 
and, by ui\expe6led clemency, redoubles the obli- 
gations he confers. The advantages to be gain- 
ed by contemplating the judicious arrangement 
of an army, the manoeuvres to be performed^ the 
danger to be avoided, and the meafures to be 
, concerted, are alfo numerous and great. 

By hiftory you may be made quite intimate 
with the moft diftant parts of the globe ; may 
become acquainted with the meafures and treaties, 
the charader and religion, the trade and politics 
of the Indies, as well as of our own and neigh- 
bouring nations. Into the fecrets of 'ftatefmen 
you are freely admitted, and thofe anions wki«h 
it would have been once thought prefumption 
to oppofe, you may canvafs without referve, 
yoi^ may praife or condemn, agreeable to your 

own 
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own indiiiation, without either the fear of cen-^ 
fure, or the imputation of flattery. Thofe prin- 
cipal proceedings may be learned from hiftory, 
in one day/ which were long in gaining the fum- 
mit of ecldt^ and maintained the fafne, or agita- 
ted the counfels of nations, for a vaft number of 
years. 

Cardinal Mazarine is one of the fortunate few^ 
who w^ greatly beloved, both by prince and 
fubjed, while living, and who^ after his death^ 
was univerfally regretted. 

A monument of no lefs refpe£l^ the Britifh 
Cabinet at prefent feems to be foftering, and 
bringing forward to maturity. If the fame 
uniformity ihould henceforth prevail, that haa 
hitherco regulated Mr P's. meafures, his 
frioids will have no caufe to blurn for his 
Gonduf):. Let the tongue of candour fpcak, and 
the eye of .infpedion look around j— to fuch 
Witnefles his merit muft feem great, and toihine 
without an eclipfe. As a financier, how inyen-* 
five and jndidous ! RefpecHng his abilities as an 
orator, the elegance ox a Cicero, the ft length 
aad reafoning- talents of a^ Demofthenesj, ha 
happily unites in his manly exhibitions* 
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The chart of life and of hiftory Is a copy of 
fomething more ferious than fancied novelties : 
each feature is big with fafts interefting in their 
nature, variegated v;;.ith extenfive information, 
and richly clad with the garb of diftin£tion; 
more than obliquely treated by the eye of dif- 
cemment, and the fcjentific pen of genius. In 
hiftory yoii may cull -the flowers of every vir- 
tue, and leave the thorns of mifery to tonnent 
thofe whofe complicated follies arofe to view, in 
the deceitful paths of falfe defire. When the 
game of vice is a£led, as it is at all times, and 
in every country, .though, not with the fame de- 
grees of" guilt, the fruit of it will lefs or more 
appear, and the recolleftion return with frefli 
aggravation : for the recurrence p£ iimilar pre^ 
mifes cannot fail to produce efiefts of the fame 
nature., The friendly intention that kindly 
marks out the favage rocks, on which virtue 
and innocence, refinement, fame, and happinefs, 
recordi:d their names and character in the lift of 
thofe doomed to b^ unfortunate, — can never be 
too highly prized. In every doubtful fcene, 
buoys are beheld, and with impreCive eloquence 
^vj^rn the world of thoCp fecre t dangers anddeceitful 
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iKallows, wh«re levity and indifcretion have fre- 
q[\ientlj felt their folly, and uncxpeftedly flxand- 
ed all thc'ill-calculated treafurcs of their flatter- 
ing hopes. You fee the coft of lawlefs gratifi- 
cation, minutely difcemed, and faithfully exhi- 
. bited. An impartial pidlure of friendihip is 
difplayed, and, cowardly pretenl^ons to it are 
ftript of their artful plumes : . the beautiful 
colours of fincerity arc placed jn their proper 
attitude, and gain the attention of candour and 
integrity. The converfation of men of letters, 
who once flione in die walk of literature, you 
may enjoy as your intimate acquaintances, and 
with them may talk as familiarly as with yout 
neareft relations. The wife precepts of philofo- 
phy, and the juft difpofition of the colours and 
figures of rhetoric^ yqu may examine at lei- 
fure 5 and although thefe leftures ihotdd not be 
fo animating to you, as they have been to thofe 
who heard their refined authors, ill the flow and 
fire of declamation, fl;ill you may enjoy infor- 
mation, mingled with pleafure. Their lives 
and examples continue yet to charm and to in- 
fl:ru&; their inchanting themes are pregnant 
ivith mor^l virtue j and the great beauty that 
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Its, influence imparts, thej felt as well as incul- 
cated ; and by fo daing, plainly pcfinted to the 
reward by which the uldform'progrefs of rir- 
tue and mtegrity deierve to be diftinguiihed. 

The ceremqay attending introdu&ion into 
company, require, in your clofet with your 
author, no preparation ; nor from a perufal^ 
if ^is tailc is good, do you run the lead rifl^ 
of having your morals tainted with depravity. 
You have it m your power to chufc your focie- 
ty, and to continue or difengage yourfdf fronon 
it, juft as tafte or pleafure may prefqdbe. 
You need not undergo the penance of a dull 
anecdote, a tedious narration of trifles, hor the 
ptofane converfation of the profligate 4 but may 
difmi& the haughty and impertinent, without the 
leaA fear of being loaded with the epithet of- 
prude or coquette. Hiftory is a fafe companioii 
to confult ; it will enable its favourites to form 
their exprdfions with accuracy, and frame their 
a&ions with judgemi^nt. To fpeak in the lan- 
guage of that elegant, inimitable Poet, Mr 
Thomfon, " She will, from this fl^andard of 
tafte, refine het own, correft her pencil, to 
the pureft truth/* 
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A habit of reading with proper penetration, 
not only feizes all the pailes which commonly 
lead to the avenue of levity, but alfo feafts the 
mind with delicacies, quite remote from the 
amufement coUefted from vulgar prejudices, or 
flovenly expreffions. From the plain recital of 
thefe incidents, we may eafily perceive how 
highly ufeful it is to be well acquainted with 
hiftory, and how richly it contributes to im- 
prove the converfation. Thus the amufement 
of reading, while regulated with judgement, 
will at once polifli the thoughts, refine the under«* 
ftandingy and convey ^ifdom to the heart, 
through the medium of pleafure. 

The prefent mode of edttcation, I fhould 

thinjk, would fuffer no depreciation from ferious 

and frequent atteinpts to embellifh the youthful 

mind, with a tafte for- internal ornament, as 

well as ^x^ernol decorations ; and to dired the 

principal part of their application, in the ojtening 

bloom of life, to the adorning of their judgement 

with the fair garb of virtue. * Moral beauty, 

early and carefully cultivated, kindly diffufes 

over the foul, in every period of life, the fun- 

jihitte of deferved fame, and unclouded happinefs, 

Votf"- 



' C 46 ] 

Votes of approbation, may be fecured bj falfe 
means, but their credit will not be long main- 
tained, unlefs they ate fupported by ^ firmer 
foundation. The getns of retigion, though they « 
may not have the fame beauty to every eje, are j 
not the lefs valuable upon that accoimt; the 
ardtft, without the help of either a touch ftone 
or a microfoope, can diftinguifli the genuine frc^m 
the Gouaterfeit. Perhaps candour a&d truth are 
in no €B£e Biote ne^eflary, than in eicaimnifig 
propofitio^is where the intereft of reb'gi<Hi is 
concerned ; but if treated with the impartiality 
fuitable to her chara&er, (he has fioUiing t^ fear 
from the clofeft inveftigation. Some countenaa^ 
ces ate Covered with r^re than common att:rac-. 
tion^ and are formied at once to awaken furprife, 
and to fecure vhrtue againft the hoftile attempts 
of malice and rudenefs* Beauty is ever accom- 
panied with genuine fiimplicity ; whofe uaa£fe£fc- 
cd features are fo plain and engaging, that the 
fair a^trefs fteals upon the heart infeniibly, and 
every where produces a welcome emotion. The 
choice flowers of innocence and virtue, have, ex- 
preflions of tafte, not only in the finery of their 
foliage, but every fibre is full of fignificance, 
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and pregnant with fome valuable qualitj. 

Religion, in h^r fimple artlefs attire, though flic 

ftoops not flaviflily, nor con|brms her mode to 

the faihion of every fancy, is not on that account 

the lefs refpeftablt. The homage of her friends 

is a tribute* of unJForced devotion, the prejudices 

of her foes make them .repine at, the fight of 

her unufud banner ; but the umbrage ihe caxyk 

not completely Ttxooye^ file in fome meafure^ 

reduces to filenbe. Her afpefi: is pleafant and 

joyful, as the noon-day fun ; and the ferenity of 

heaven fmiles in her look. Her voice is full of 

harmony, with the breathings of humanity ; 

fhe enters not into private connexion with the 

thunder-bolts of hofl:ility, nor ever gives her 

fandion to indecent feu^s; Thus the proclama-t 

tions of the Chriftian fcheme roll away our 

£ears, Jike noify waves, to die before us on the 

ihore of hope. Her face of love is no glimmer^ 

ing taper of uncertain ray, ^hat points to paths 

of doubtful termination^ or that leads to the 

lonely walk of delufive fuperfl:ition ; but the 

fright effulgence of eternal fplendour^ durable 

Knd fair »s its Almighty Author, To finifli the 

, df^criptiooy 



[ 48 ] 

defcriptxon^ I ftiall quote the words of a polite, 
as well as a Chriftian poet. 

Believe the mufe, tie wintry blaft of death, 
Kills not the buds of virtue ; no they fprcad 
Beneath the heavenly beam of brigliter funs^ 
Through endlefs ages into higher powers I 

Religion was prefcribed to the human fpecies, 
as a neceffary rule of duty, in the early 4awn of 
creation, as well . as to every fucceeding age : 
and whatever part of ancient records 'we chufe to 
glance over, we fliall find, that in every climate 
or nation, where its generous influence was op- 
pofied, where its authority has been degraded, 
and its friendly vifits coldly adnaittcd, rudely 
entertained,- or forced to depart, cruelty and 
^orance have inmiediatdy reared their ferpen- 
tine heads, and barbarifm opened the way for 
9JX influx of favage manners, to occupy the de- 
ferted flation' of its heavenly form. But where 
the religion which is from above, pure and 
peaceable, lays xjpen her beauty to the gazing 
eye, like a good piftute ex;^cuted with a mafler- 
ly hand, fhe will difplay her colours with a 
particular luftre. To every individual, as well 
as to every oommuiiity, Ihe adds a gracefulnefs 

that 
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that is truly [divine-; for flie is the very 
fmew 6f beauty and health. ** Length of days 
" are in her right hand, and in her left, riches 
" and honeur ; her waiys are ways of pleafant- 
" nefs, and all her paths are peace." She h the 
parait of felicity, and the guardian of innocence. 
Profperity and pleafure look beft in her drefs, 
and adverfity derives its only confolation from 
her refrefliing cordials. Her counfel is^ that of 
an angel, and the fymphonious notes with which 
fee delights to entertain her principal favourites, 
are fweeter than the rhufic of paradife. TTie 
ilmaure of her felicity bends nbt before the 
blafts which affaiL it; her radiant intelleftual 
light baniflies the gloom of terror, and elevates 
the mind with increafing comfort, as we draw 
nigh the climate of eternal day. Our Saviour 
tells us, " that hi& yoke is eafy, and that his 
** burden is light ;" and religion is furely fo, to 
tliofe who fliall literally imbibe its fpirit. To 
declaim againft all innocent amufement, bears a 
fcronger fcent of Pharifaical cant, than of Chri- 
ftian moderation. It requires neither philofophi* 
cal difquifitions, nor acute reafoning, to convince 
us, that the gofpelof. the world will fometimes 
. ' E aa 
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aft with z feveritjr qjiite inconfiftent with 'that 
/Chriftian charity which covers the facred oracles 
with coiifummate beauty. Religion, as explain, 
ed by our Saviour and his difciples, cbnfifts not 
in a diftortion of countenance, in a cloud of ill- 
nature refting on the brow; nor in feclufion 
from focial intercourfe, as if piety fhoiild have 
exiftence no ^ where elfe, but in cells and cloi- 
iters : — no fuch facrifices are required by it ; it 
only forbids guilty gratifications, or that licen- 
tious inclination which boldly fets* all laws, 
both human and divine, at defiance. To ra- 
tional delight, religion can never be an enemy, 
for it is the honeft good heart that has the beft 
title to enjoy contentment ; and to refufe happi- 
nefs to the truly virtuous, and transfer it to the 
profane, woiild be equally irrational and unjuft. 
The foolilh flights of levity, or the dangerous 
excurfions of impiety, to which a violation of | 
facred rites may eafily waft its giddy votaries, | 
Tire too often praftifed by the fons of inconfide- | 
racy. Thefe gracelefs figures feldom fpeak in 
the ftyle of devotion. Their ax:quifitions are not" 
a collcdion of jewels, nor treafures capable oP 
^urchafing refinement of inorals; or peace or 

mind^l 
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mind. The perfons who deal 'deepeft in artifice, 
aflume frequently an air quite oppo^te to their 
eftabliihed habits. And as they know them- 
felves in feme meafure deftitute of natural 
means, they attempt to fupply the deficiency by 
counterfeit ones ; and to accompliih their pur- 
pofesy they fuit their lang,uage and naanner as 
much to the Qharafter they afib£t as poiGble: 
For hypocrify is a chara&er which vice dares 
not avow; and a forced homage^ which, however 
unwil^gy it muft pay to virtueV and which 
virtue, without difpute, is entitled to obtain. 
A few may admire thofe iartful aSiorft who can 
aiTume all the gay colours of the rainbow, with 
an equal facility ; but integrity will fecure 
eileem, and be fupported with fuccefs, when the 
filly artifices of diilimulation fliall meet with 
merited contempt. Rich flowers communicate 
to their familiar afibciates aV fragrant and re- 
frefliing flavour ; in like manner, flie who wife- 
ly difcems the beauties of divine improvement, 
will naturally ftudy to acquire them ; and wiU 
uniformly emit the grateful odour of a good eic- 
ample: for when once eSe&titSlj initiated in 
virtue, the inaprefliion will not ctoly remain in 
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full |brc6, but from day to dav gain her re- 
fpedl:, extend her conqucfts, and increaf6 her in- 
telleftual beauty. Modefty, truth, ^d;virtue, 
in their unafFcfted robes, not only invite the eye 
of admiration, but make the perfon poffeffed of 
fuch fuperlative properties enjoy the ferenity 
of heaven j refulgent beams of felf-approbation 
ever fmile on the dotne, dijftinguiihed by orna- 
ments fo engaging ; no foaming billows difturb 
her joy, no rifing tem'peflrclouds her profpefti 
^who is endued with difcretion, and in whofc 
breail moral beauties take iip their abode. 
Be iffured^ fays a fenfible writer, that no cha- 
rafter is more amiable, than that of a female ; 
who, in the gay-ffeafon of life, and in the triumph 
of beauty, praftifes the known rules of felf-go- 
verhment, and whofe correft tafl:e,"^and fenfible 
manner, publifh at once, that her religion is 
much more than an obfolete telm, or a flafhy 
oftentation. - . 

A light-houfe is a metaphor, (though fome- 
what coarfe), that conveys an idea of fecurity ; 
religion, in like manner, points to the deceiving 
banks, and treacherous rocks, whicK promifc 
nothing but danger and ruin. Therefore it is 
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perfeftl J tequifite to have a careful Ipok-out, in 
the narrow channel, and on a ke*ihore ; for it 
is by efcaping the riik of thefe, and the bol-' 
ftetous ocean, that landing is attended with fnch 
fingular degrees of happinefs, 
. The giddj and the thoaghdefs taaj behold 
the ferene afped of religion, the unfafhionable- 
nefs of her manner, the circumfpe£lion of her 
behaviour, with .contempt or indifference ; for 
the facrifices ihe ' requires maj ijpem difficult, 
and the reftraints ihe impofes exceeding great : 
But if the beauties which compofe the Chrifiian 
chara£)£r be an obje£): of choice, {^he duties it 
enjoins will appear neceflarj and reafonable. 
Refped: to its facred obligations, is greatnefs 
indeed ; , and in the conflant and rational exercife 
of religion, good breeding, as "^ell as found fenfe, 
are exemplified, and beautify the chara£ler more 
eminently than robes of filk. 

A judicious officer will feldom rank his beft 
men in front, or cxpofe them to the firft onfet, 
but make choi(;e of the tooft eminent for a corps 
of refer,ve. The maflerly hiflorian, the artful 
poet, and the Ikilful painter, clofe their delinea- 
tldns with the finefl colours^ and make their 
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beroine^ or hero, appear in the tnoft engaging 
pofition, juft at the fiaifhing ftrokc. 

Suppbfe the education of the young female 
now complete, the boarding tutorefs giving her 
laft benedidion in the ftyle of motherly affection, 
and the ripe information of years and experience, 
referring the ftrength of her coiinfel tb the con- 
cluding fcene, it would perhaps confift of fenti- 
pients fimilar to the following.', " You have 
already experienced a fufficient proof of parental 
regard, and how great a fliare of their afie&ion 
your happihefs has conftantly engaged. What^ 
ever appeared requifite to advance your im- 
provement, or contribute to your felicity, met 
with a willing and liberal fupport. Obligations 
have been beflowed with fo much generofity, 
that I perfuade myfelf, your gratitude will ex- 
prefs itfelf in every part of your future condud, 
and effeftually convince them, that you have been 
looking after ornaments of greater value than 
the flu£tuations of faihionable drefs ; and that 
their partiality, in refpeft to you, has not in one 
fingle point been mifplaced," The glofs that 
heightens the natural charms of modcfty, is ef- 
feftually deftroyed, when expofgd with eagernefs 

to 
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to every pafling eje. Men alwajs admire the 
cautious female, whofe wifdom feems to tell the 
ftranger, I give yon leave to guefs who I am. 
A proper eflimatioa of circumftances, and of 
living manners, (the diftinguilhed feature of her 
who has had accefs to coinpaoy, and the- benefit 
of a proper education), is not only health,' and 
fecurity to the foul, but tends * to unfetter the 
aiiad from the canfufed clouds of illiberal pre- 
judices, and in fome meafure -to deilrby the e£* 
fea of felfifh habits. 

A female in the bloom of beauty, entermg 

into the world, has the engaging profpeft. of 

various enjoyments, prefling forward to her 

view, and rifing arouhd her in thick fuccef&on. 

Her morning gay, her hopes alive, and her fuc- 

cefsin life feemingly fecure. No furly tempefts 

appear^ all is friendfliip and favour; and to 

fsdute her fprightly form, happinefs from every 

avenue ruflies forward in hafte. But the gloom 

of difappointment fometimes unexpedledly fuc- 

eeeds. The fun of \hope , grows diiii, and the 

tumult of the oce^i is heard ; though this ihould 

not be the cafe, fhe furely bids faireft for hap- ; 

pinefs, who looks with penetration into every 

opening 
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opening event, dnd is ^waj^ with cauticm pre- 
paring for a ftorm. What has the fineft female 
in pofieffion, that can authorife her to nurfe 
. pride, or cherifli vanity ? Her body at die beft 
h feeble, and every monaent of life fabjecl to 
difeajCes and death. In her colour and com- 
plexion, in drefs and elegance, the very flowers 
6f the field outlhine her. In the fiiUeft bloom 
of beauty, how eafily and unexpeftedly may a 
change be efFedcd ! The moft engaging fora^ 
even froni a few hours ficknefs^ may receive a 
very different afpe£l* 

^ *• What is the blooming tinftufe of a fkin^ 
To peace of mind and harmony within ? 
\Vhat the bright fparkling of the finefl: eye. 
To the foft foothing of a calm reply ? 
Can comelitiefs of form, or fhape, or air, 
With cotnelinefs of words, or deeds com^iare ? 
No, thofe at firft, the unwary heart may gain^ 
But thefe, thclc only, can the heart retain." 

A female of diflinftion and merit requires 
the application of the mental pick, as much as 
one who moves in a folitary unfrequented fphei'e. 
The former, lik« n bright, flar of confider^bic^ 

magnitude. 
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magnitude, dazzles witji her intelleftual accom- 
plifhments, no lefs than bj her eitemal finery ; 
and. from the united efforts of thefe Angular em- 
b^llifhments, her teniptations are not more va- 
rious, than her conquefts are extenfive. Vanity 
may chance to infinuate herfelf by the deceitful 
artifices of flattery ; and by her foft enchantments, 
ftrengthen the velocity of the paffions, and pro- 
voke their appetite to the purfuit of enjoyments, 
fometimes not eaSly attained ; but to which the 
wing of fancy, or a vague wift, may frequently 
extend. The alluring marks of ^ifti^^io'^ 
which wealth and fame beftow, raife admiration 
every where ; and iflbe who fliincs tnoft in thefe 
plumes, is thought the peculiar favourite of 
fortune ; but folid judgement will penetrate 
Arough the difguife, and difcover that the 
greateft flow of affluence docs not continually 
chain happinefs^ to the gilded dome. She whofe 
mind is much inflamed, or efl;imates her merit 
from the weight of her money, would find her 
jntereft promoted by juil refleftions on the va- 
riofus objefts which daim fo much of her fefpeft. 
Let her calmly confider, that her riches are but 
iiiiall, when compared with thofe of Cr^fus ; 
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and jtt that the 'name of Solon alone could in-^ 
cite Cyrus to grant him a reprieve, w^hich all 
his wealth was unable to purchafe. Sbe who 
feels inapulfive elation from the highn^fs of her 
birth, or the rank of her family, ought to an- 
nex to each of thefe articles, their natural figni- 
ficance ; and as thefe are diilin6lions not of her 
acquiring, a few ferious rcfleftions will eafilj 
xeftify the diforder, and expofe the impropriet/ 
of attempting to cft&liih continued fame on fuch 
infirm foundations. The female who can ihew 
no merit, bat what ihe borrows frooi her pa- 
rents or pedigree, is much obliged to her anoe- 
ftors, but can never exped: the fame degree of 
fincere approbation. ' 

A female of corred tafte would fcom. to e&U 
mate her charafter by counterfeit figns of merit* 
jShe will join the Grecian excl^nation, ^'' It is 
diihonourable for Sparta to fly, but noble to con- 
quer." 

She knows too well, that to flutter on the 
wings of her friend's reputation or fortune^ 
would be tp ftipulate her own merit at a yer/ 
low value $ therefore, like a true chemiil, Ihe 
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endeavours to make the proper ufe, without 
over-rating thefe advantages. 

Slie analjTzes the qualitj of complex materials^ 
and phiiofophically reduces their value to the 
primitive ftandatd. She will allow the world 
its riches, honours, and pleafures, and with the 
niceft difcemment obferves, that thefe have nei- 
ther any fixed duration, nor wholly exempt their 
proprietors from trouble. In the circle of her 
ovm acquaintances, fhe beholds beauty periih in 
its bloom, ambition fink in its triumph, and, 
from the public news, fees every day frefli in^. 
fiances of riches deprived of their pride, and 
new graves opened for younger and oMer than 
lierfelf. The language of thefe leftures is no 
feeble effort of eloquence j the truths repeated 
are ftrong and important, and feelingly recom- 
mend the model on which the fair female fliould 
form, her conduft. The love of fame animates 
the exertions of thefe who entertain high 
thoughts of the dignity of humaii nature ; and 
when that fpirit is once effeftually imbibed, it 
win carry on the profecution of its fchemcs, till 
they terminate either in pleafing fuccef?, or fad 
difappoiiitment. 

In 
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In the breast . where prudence fecures the 
priority, of place, no compulfion is requifite to 
enforce the benefit of •propofitibns, which need 
no fupport from ftrength of argument, or depth 
of reafoning ; having truth for their foundation, 
and happinefs for the end at which thej- aim. 
The jnental pick is fo convenient an inftruxnent, 
that it 'may eafily be carried about, without the 
lead offence to either friends or foes : its regifter 
is a kind of day-book, where accounts may be 
fairly flated j said a juft computation of the 
fmall fums which are often negle£J:ed, and what 
they would amoimt to, if managed agreeable to 
the rules of ceconomy, might no doubt prove 
ferviceable. For charafters. of the firft rate are 
hot fo petfeft ; but lefs or more improvement 
might be made. The female of correft taile, 
has penetration fufBcIent to refleft on the quality 
of virtue, and the various favours flie is capable 
of beftowing. She perceives that her credit 
procures every where the f&Jutation of refped; 
that her own confequence is eftablifhed, in pro- 
portion to the relation in which flie ftands to a 
connection fo honourable ; a connedlion, that not 

« 
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family, hut enables her, when (he retires from 
the gay crowd, to enjoy the fercnity of folitude, 
and to perufe the volume of her own heart with- 
out the bluihes of remorfe. A -valpable prize, 
in all ages and countries, has been thought a 
motive fufficient to produce abundance of coin- 
petitors : and what acquifition can equal an un- 
fullied reputation ? a prize which can only be 
gained by the diligent improvement of moral 
beauties. ' She who has once efFeftually acquired 
the art of {landing in awe of herfelf, fiands in 
no need of Seneca's imaginary tuition ; for if flie 
.is capable of knowing herfelf, fhe will be ca- 
pable of cbrrefting her errors ; and would rather 
fall from the Tarpeian rock, than from the alti- 
tude of -dtfcretion. A portrait of fuclx finiihcd 
features, is a model of beauty, ancl a living, book 
of unquefticnable merit. Moddly in behaviour,' 
as well as judgement in tafte, invite the contefn- 
plation of the judicious, to behold arrangement 
and painting of no liftitious decorations. A ca- 
pacity to chufe, and chufe well, belongs only to 
the ingenious and difceming ; it is indeed great 
ikill to know what is truly beautiful. The fa- 
gacious female, who is fcientifically. inclined, and 
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has learned to retire often within the fanftuary 
of filence, and to me4itate deliberately on her 
fSvm intereft, in every fphere of life, will reap 
the rich increafe of her wifdom, and be adorned 
in a manner quite different from the artificial 
embellifliments of pride and vanity. The beau- 
ties of piety and truth, treafured upin the female 
breaft, can fcarcely be afFefted by any event, 
nor fpoiled by the ravages of time. The nide- 
nefs of accidents may inipair her health, or hurt 
her fortune; but can never injure her fame. 
She has got the key of beauty, as well as of 
happinefs, who loves virtue, , and daily purfues 
the path of integrity.' This is the fouifee of im- 
provement, from whence all that is good and 
lovely procee48 ; and a mark of diftinftion, fu- 
perior to all the titles of dignity, that Rome, in 
her mofl: flourifliing ftate, could either invent or 
confer. Beauty, a ftranger to the artifices ne- 
ceffary to fupport the influence, or preferve the 
iame, of external elegance, refembles the aDu- 
Iting fign of fome eminent merchant^ which 
courteoufjy invites the ftranger to lj:ep in to his 
ihop, where he finds every thing' within, corre- 
fpondinu to the outward appearance: were ho 

deceived^ 
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deceived, indeed, he would leat'e it ' as foon a^ 
he could with decency, make the beft of his 
way hdme^ and banifh all thoughts of a future 
vifit. 

Feelings of a delicate nature can li^ave no 
great pleafure in aflbciating with thofe of an opr 
pofite texture. Their nianner, adiion, tafte, fen- 
timent, and language, have fo much of a con«» 
trariety, that a fincere or lafting agreement, or 
genuine happinefs, can fcarcelj be expe£ted from 
a fcene of fuch motlej inconfiftencies. The fe- 
male who is emulous to excel, who wifhes to 
remain in poSeffion of herfelf, will never ftoop 
to the artful ftrains of vanity, nor greedily fwal- 
low the low delufive language of flaftery ; which 
tends to endanger her difcretion, and deprive her 
of other fenfible enjoyments. For "When once 
the heart and ear are engaged on the. fide of fuch 
fubtile deceivers, the difpofition will foon change 
its natural fweetnefs, the imagination imme- 
diately fweH, and be quite intoxicated with airy 
expeftations. Not only fliall mental improve- 
ment be ftopt, and goodnefs of heart hindered 
to operate, the vail of mpdefty fhall be dropt, 
and colours aiTumed, flattering as thofe of the 
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rainbow, but equally, fluftuating. For flie who 
is fo unhappy as to evade the counfels of wif- 
dom, and the falutary injunftions of religion, 
quits at once her connection with happinefs, 
friendfhip, merit, and a charafter with herfelf 
and the world. Wheres^s the cautious female 
not only fuccefsfuUy overcomes temptations, 
but rejoices in the fruits of her viftory : . She 
felefts with judgement the kind of arms proper 
to be ufedy and neceffary to win the field. Her 
mind and her eyes are equally attentive to the 
deftruftive excurfions of profanenefs, and the gid- , 
dy flights of unhallowed levity : flie fees what 
they aife, and views them as enemies, with 
which (he is determined to enter into no terms 
of reconciliation ; and whoever attempts to make 
their gilded bait fweet to Jier tafte, flie confiders 
as tho^e who have a defign on her happinefs. 
The firft pfalra is an elegant mirror for im- 
provement ; and by a f libilitution of the feminine 
gender, may admit of the following unlaboured 
comment. ** -Perfeft happinefs awaits her, who 
in the counfel of the ungodly walketh not a- 
ftray ; who envyeth not the way of finners, nor 
delights to Hand in their rank. The fcomcr's 

chair 
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chair flie will never occupy, nor laugh at thofe ' 
-who do : her chara&er xaay be compared to a . 
tree, planted by a river in a fertile foil, whofe 
leaf ihajl never fade, but in due feafon yieldeth 
abundance of rich fruit." WhDe the fmiles of 
profperity continue to ffaine, and fuccefsfull^ 
extend their flattering rays, then reKgion may 
poffibly appear to difadvantage ; hex breath may 
beconc^e languid, and her figure unengaging;^ 
and to get rid of her troUblefome importunity^ 
means and meafures are always ready at hand. 

Cardinal Woolfey, prime miniiler to Henry 
the Eighth, by hi3 own pitiful confeffion,has left 
upon record an Example of the woful confe- 
quences of exchatiging the important duties of 
devo):ion, for confiderations of infinitely lefs va* 
lue. How melancholy and aifefiing his excla^ 
mation, when approaching the verge of the 
grave, " Alas I alas V\ faid he, ** what a fell of for- 
tune ! had I been only half as faithful in the 
fervice o£ toy God, a^ I was in that of my king 
and country, I am perfuaded he would neither 
have negleAed nor defpifed me, in my feeble 
declining days.'' But the fympatlietic feelings 
are relieved from the ftruggle of commiferatiouy 

F3 by 
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hj refle&ing oh the manly piety of the following 
character. The Duke of Portland being fome- 
what late, it is faid, one morning in coming to 
the levee. King George the Second, with hii 
courtiers around him, faluted him w^ith a fmile, 
as he ftepped iiito the drawing-room, ** There 
you come,fmoking from your priyers." " I bluih 
not at the obfervation, nor am in the' leaft a- 
fhamed to own it. And I am confident, that 
your Majefiy will not think me the lefs loyal 
fubjed:, for paying my refpefts, and bending 

4 

my knccjir/i to the King of kings." A heroic 
reply from a martial fpirit ; but however bright 
this example may appear, we have a much high- 
er to contemplate. The Lord^s Prayer 'is a 
model v^rithout its equal ; every exprellion is 
ininutably beautiful, and rich with inftrudUon. 
It is an abridgement of the whole Chriitian 
fyftem ; its leffons are pla^ and pious j it- is 
the breath of benevolence, and the language of 
heaven, Thefe fliort, fcut fublime articled of 
faith, under which the extent of our duty is 
comprehended, can never be too much regarded. 
Serious and frequenf perufal of this finiflied 
copy, with an intention to benefit by its healthy 

direftion, 
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dlreaion, has, in eviery ftation and ftage of life, 
a clofe conneftion with happinefs. It not only 
enjoins equity, and the fpirit of forgivenefs and 
humanity, in our prevailing purfuits, but it fs 
alfo like a guardian angel, or a perpetual m^- 
mentt)y againft the infinuating arts of tempta- 
tion. 

Thus i^e may fuppofe the concluiion of her 
advice, not more fincere, than ftrongly impreffed 
with the emphaiis of x'eligion, and the energetic 
beauties of virtue Having fo far revealed her 
mind to her ward, and faithfully difcharged her 
truft, the govemefs allows her full liberty to 
purfue her journey home-wards, with the addi- 
tional wifli of much happinefs, and a joyful 
meeting with her family and friends. It may 
leafonably be thought, that the particular atten- 
tion paid to her education, in the different 
branches of ufeful knowledge, and* the leiTons 
frequently 4)refcribed, for the regulation of her 
future condudl, have been fo much to the pur- 
pofe, that any further obfervations on the fub- 
jeft might be deemed either arrogant or unne- 
ceffary. - 

But if I thought my perfevering in the mat- 
ter 
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ter would not be conftrued into an ofience, nor 
deferve the epithet of idle words^ • I would pro- 
ceed a little further j and if my ftyle and mode of 
difcuilion fiiould not impart much information, 
I Ihall endeavour ' to fuppljr the deiiciencj by 
the fpfrit of meeknefs. That a fub}e& of this 
nature would require a greater degree of inti- 
macy with the human heart, and a larger ftock 
of experience and knowledge, than with de- 
cency I can claim, is a difcovery which I fiand 
iti no need of being told ; for I am already per- 
fedly fenfible of the fecret. But aa I am not 
out of conceit with female beauty, nor ever 
wifh to be, the ftandard of the virtuous cha. 
ra£ler, I muft own, is the banner of credit I 
fhould wi{h if poffible to reach. And though 
-her caufe ihoxdd not receive nxuch juftice from 
fo unpoliihed a pencil, I ho|>e at leaft it has been 
and will be my finccre defire, that whatever re- 
fpeft ihe meets with, vice Ihall have none. 

. Whatever naay be the ftage on wliich we are . 
to appear, a graceful introdudion is a principal 
key to the fpeftator's affedion, sCnd tends great- 
ly to overturn his prejudices againft an ac- 
complifhed a£trefSf Great exgeBtztions are al- 
ways 



[69] 

ways formed from the firft appearance, and the 
more natural the exhibition, the pleafure muft 
be felt in proportion. The voice of applaufe 
always flows eafy, when a' compliment is fup- 
ported with fincerity, and is pot the effeft of 
forced complaifance. 

She who*brightens like the noon-day fun, and 
dazzles moil* when the fcene feems darkeil ; 
who, in the ftation flae occupies, diforders no 
feature with fhame or confufion ; who lofes not 
a particle of her merit, but fteadilylkeeps it up^ 
and continually gains as. {he advances, has a 
fair and juft title to the palm of honour. She 
may view it without a blufh, and wear its en- 
circling wreath upon her brow with confcious 
approbation. 

A juft^eftimation of any charafter cannot b^ 
made by a fingle glance, but in order to procure 
a correft opinion^ various views are neceflary ; 
and if its beauties contipue unclouded and equal^* 
when obferved in various, pofitions, the refult 
of the contemplation muft lead to deferved ho- 
mage ; efpecially where natural uniformity, 
genuine tafte, and cor reft judgement, are found 
ftrongly and often t6 co-operate, 

Chriftina, 
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Chriftinay to die advantages of education and 
ftrong fenie, adds a choice tafte^ and a fingular 
fhare of modefty. To models of refinement, 
flie is always attentive ; and ftudles to copy 
beauties feparated from rubbiihy as much as 
poflibl^ : for in(iitation, without difceming fome 
flower of elegance, is only Carrying a taper, for 
expofing folly more clearly to notice. To per- 
fonate a charafter, or adopt a part where the 
features ar^ all counterfeited, and different, from 
the original^ is a difguife that foon betrays the 
imperfeft ad:or it would artfully conceal. If 
elegant language, poliihed periods, and an af- 
fable tosamet, ihould captivate or engage one's 
tafte, when covered with a maik ; the charms 
which thefe create will rather augment than 
kinder the expofu^e of a correfponding beauty -, 
and if any ihould think it convenient to aiTume 
the fliadow of any virtue, the poffeffion of its 
reality muft be much more delirable ; for it in- 
fpires equanimity of mind, and excludes that 
fort of tremour, or fear of deteSion, which 
}s the infeparable attendant of impojQtion. 

Whatever is natural in itfelf gains no ad- 
vantage from dark wavering clouds, unlefs it 

be 
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be in the comparifon, where the inferiority of 
the one makes the brightncfs of th^ other more 
confpicuous. The gracefulnefs that will always 
pleacfe, never drags any of the tawdry perfor- 
mances of diftempered fsojicy to the face of light; 
for its inherent influence, confifts in uniform 
wealth of mihd, and (landing habits of virtue, 
brought forth in the nurfery of ingenious difcem- 
ment, and reared to maturity by. a fincere and 
continued connexion with the fpirit of moral 
and di^ane improvement. The plain honeft 
colours of integrity, without any vamifii or 
artificial aid, have a beauty quite correft, 
altogether fuperior to the paltry trappings of 
. diffimulation. She who expefts to enjoy the 
tefined entertainment, that forms no conne&ion 
with future anxiety, wflljfind her . intereft* in 
making the 'fphere of her innocence as fecure as 
poflible; for the accomplilhments of an ang^l 
cannot be acquired, without particular attention 
to the duties which compofe the charafter* 
The manner of the politician may have its ad- 
mirers, and be thought the efteft of knowledge 
and experience, notwithftanding of the charac« 
ter to which fome annex iu Chriftina's ccm- 
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yerfation, , in die prin^ipaj psurts- ot-f^^p^^'^h, 
.like . her. ggftuj^cs,-, .^iffi^n^^ursij, »ndj iripWy^iCo- 
loured widi jne^kl^l bof^iitieg^L Sl^^s^r^^jiy^ 
never fa^fipe. tl^ .JiQQfi^irfit^^^j^finljs^qf i;tiji|tih, 
tpjhe pU^ilyfe e| §fi^j*.)H^i|.f(^»ft>i(jl#(rirous 
to pleafe her conipanions,i^y>gll^^gjillijS.Qh^i;^- 
ter of m^kyi Mmri^%9s^S^^^]^<il^^tT to 
'herfelf ;.>»t .hfip.pfiC¥Ji0iil|M^fi^tii^fljHcib<^]^ 
fef^ed lio the Wifci: cf •jheiiidrr^^ .flftb/the im- 

pr(y?e9i^ti1ofiJbfii^^'imi)d«r 3&[bLQr ibd9opi^i^^£Vlif«i 
fufficient to ram^k.tlie ^dTi^agesTilo^b^i^rivved 
from resdmgf^fid tb« «ili^xl8Aomei^it .Yrhicjipiriiatfe- 
ful books impart. She keeps her eye* opoiii fp 
b^h!dd,ter (QVmi, aaicft^; ^{aqd-fififflitniillj? ;J)er- 
cpives, thf^t nQ: book reqi*kc«rffn»t^ fpftqiieftt pej-- 
ufal,' timn tlie.iYoliupe^.afiJwEmWft liift t^n/lj^be 
pifture which her pre\*ailingvft04pB$ft5Jtfei^. 
She is never .av^rfe to;j(^l§-^mijl^8ifim^iih0V^vfn 
Ijeart is frec^ueatly exanedn^d^i ftjyi . S^Uh its r va- 
rious emotions ihe is well j^^cqiv^if^Hd^ / t ' «^ 
Every peftformance noted for its ^value, £be 
treats, jvith iilent refpe£tj ,a«4-wlifttever i$ ptjierr 
^vife, flifi is not only anxioua.tp^r^povi^ but to 
have the. vacancy filled with ijbinej§fe|>ice ^foh*- 
ili tute. Xbus^ froni a conftant r^pptitij»i . pf Jm- 

^ provements. 
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prov'enieats/ fo conducive to happinefs; fiie is ill 
a &ir way of aocumulating more than a commoft 
ftock of int€lle£hLal riches, and of giving her 
plcafisres a more poignant zeft, than the languid 
enjojmients of the mifer, or the groCs ^tert&in- 
ments of the prodigal. 1 

That a good heart, and the breathings of hu- 
msmitj, are firft-rate ornaments, which claim 
eveiy where the throne jof affedioii, and embel*« 
lifli handfomely the ftaticm which thej occupy^ 
are difcoveries which Chriftma will readily 
admit j for to meditation and infpe£lion {he &'^ 
ftranger. ' • 

But the manner or feiUe^* of her ofxifimuMt^i 
ces, ate not the materials which compofe the 
train of her amufements, or (Qtm the chief fub» 
jeds <tf her ftudy . , 

Attjentively jQbe rqflefts on her own charaAer, , 
as 3ie ftands conne&ed with fociety, and the 
public view to which ihe is expofed. Sheknowfi^ 
the nature of the. part in which Ihe is engaged, 
is .ferious and important; and examines the 
power of the caufed, as well as the progrefs of 
%very efiefl:, with nice difcerning, and impartial 
cricicifm« She is not in the leaft backward in 

G her 
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fier Inquiry, as to* the figure flie herfdf mak'e$ 
in the prefent fphere of exiftence ; nor ks to the 
charadier with which (he appears iti the regifter 
of heaven, or the colour that her name and 
uSiions will d^ferve and bedr, in the opinion of 
fucceeding ages. A builditig erefted with plain 
materials, of* a fblid fubftartce, regularly con- 
dufi;ed> and clofely cemented,' ia ^ways lefs 
'chargeablejj than the unfettled, infufficient, ill- 
•conftrufted edifice : fot thfe fahrid fhati$ fiJunded 
on a rock, and bears inevfery comer the' cha-, 
yafter of eonneftion^-and fBrettgtfaJ rt(5[uifies no 
fectirity or out-works for iw flipport; ^Rius 
<5hriftina treniblis for no eye'; 'hcr^hatid'hold^ 
out no bribe to the witodTcs^ of- het ""folly ; fhe 
daims^no patch of tioncedlnietlt 'fot aiiy part of 
her charaftcr ; for irregulitJry^V«r forces th^ 
intrenchmenta of her virtije ittd honour. Her 
laurels are not like the fpoil of 'fconquetors, pur- 
chafed at the expence of planting mifety^n the 
comer • hem which they had b&eti -viotently 
fnat^hed; but the brightnefs of innocence, and 
the trophies of deferred' fanie ; the tdxtute is 
^extraordinary, and the quality durable: like 
Aaroi^'sTod, if I may be allowed the coftipari- 
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fon^ producing unfadixiig bloflbois^ and fruit fully 
ripe, rich tQ the t»&ty and pleaiing to the eye*' 
In oth^r articles, as^ weU as tbofe already .men-* 
tlo^ied^.feniibiUtj a^d d^ceijicy will in a great 
• meafure, xegiUate her. tafte. She will eafiiy 
leanx from. the pradice of inventors, or thofe 
who have a novelty in their manner »} whp, like 
the poft-bd^y c^rry ^ budget of news continually 
about with them ; and deal out their fuftian ftuff^ 
either Wthoilefal^ or petail> as occaiion may ferve. 
But al^ugbr. prating and defamation are kf» 
or .more ,the Wf^eds, pf every foil, and the mis* 
fortniie to which the beft of charaders are very 
often. ezpofed, ;Chriitina ia fo far from joinings 
in their rude VQcifpiratioei^ that fhe pau&s for 
recoUe^OQ^ ^d Qiids thstt ibe has defedls of h^r 
o\^% whi^h, jthp^gh ihe does not treat with the 
partiality of fevourites, effi^ually reprefs hes 
propenfity toila^der. . 

Thus^ whiler (he is ccmfcioUs df inability in 
herfelf to reach cbnfpicuous virtue^ fhe fin- 
cerely fympstthifes with others engaged in a 
fimilar ftruggle. She knows that detraftion, m 
every age, has 1^ religion and philofophy for 
its enemies : fi^ as it is by no means the man« 
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iier by which m^tit Jb made vifible, &ie is fure 
to puFchafe no part of her amufement at fnch a 
price. She is quite feofihle, that when a perfon 
has once fomid the way oi being well em-* 
plo jed at home, the difficulty of refifting the 
fpirity which aims at croping the reputation of 
othersy or which feems to delig)it in illiberal 
reieftions, wHl gradually leiTen, and at length 
i^vanifh. 

Detra£toi^ are tutors who will inftrud their 
pupils graiisf and often in fecifets whidi they 
ought to conceal. When the inquifition- of ina« 
lice begins to operate, a cloud' of imaginary 
•foibleis are eafUy invented ; but a fenfible female 
will never feed the flame of ill nisiture. The 
rage of prejudice, flie wiH ftrive to conquer, as 
difcretidn may didate* The garb of hoftility, 
ttnd the thunder-bolts of revenge, ihe never 
meets in a fimilar form; but counterad:s ^eii 
influence 1>y the fpirit of imldnefs, and the fmiles 
of civility. The odious vice of detra£tion is 
thus fenfibly expofed by a finifhed- pcaicil. 
*• When the colours of calumny are ontt un- 
furled, voluntefrs^ flock to her ftandard, multi- 
tudes form her camp, for want of better em- 
ployment ; 



pJoytfteij^^ aiidjfljuig fquadrons are difperfed 
ev^rj wheii'e,, fo well pleafed with the opportu- 
oi^ of mifcb/ef and pillage, that they toil with- 
oiit prpfpedv pf tf eafure^ without hope of profit. 
But whatever, maj be tl^e motive of their con- 
dud:, it is beft to overlook it : for follj fcarcely 
can deferve refefitment, and malice is punifhed. 
by negleft," If -veracity was always to meet 
with indulgence . agreeable to its quality, du- 
plicitv.wojuld i^v^r be in vognie ; it would juftly 
he.cQuiidercd as rubbim,^ of which common fenfe 
Ihpuld be ^afliamed ;, and .a. meanness quite un- 
worthy ^ ^f J entertainment. » The language of 
trvLth is^ f^e and e;raceful ; the bluflies of con- 
6:^on, and the cplourinc^ oj^' {hame, are at nd 
time the effedl of its grateful accents. It chan- 
ges .U0| ?yith circutnftances, nor does it grotv 
d^criped with aje. In fiiprt, it ts the eflence of 
^ JjQ^ujy, and the beft letter of irecommendation, 
that any can carry in their company. A dif- • 
co^^rfc pr converfation, darkly clouded with the 
countetieit of truth, or the acrimonious remarks 
pf the fatirift, as the choien figures of rhetoric,— 
efFeftually banimes the enjoyment of pleafure,and 
the quality of^beauty.^ Becency ifl manner ot 
, , _ G 3 ■ iiiiprejQiop, 
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expreflioOy ihows refinement of fentiment^ imd a 
ddicacy of thought, happily feafoncd with tlie 
^idrantages of acute difcerning; Injurious li- 
berties^ in>eil;her language qr praftice, difcov^rs 
a.b^barous mind, and betrays great want of 
»aiv6« i • ' 

ChriiUna's perceptions aredLwajs deeply tine-' 
tured with the beauties bf truths into whofe 
place ihe will admit qo fubftitute, however fair 
ot flattering. And thofe deftitute of fuch qua- 
lities^ are nom^ of her JE^vourites, and but fel- 
dom ibarett i^^ her amufements : before fhe 
fixea her friead or acquaintance, ihe takes notice 
of their *deportiBent^ looks to th^ natural con- 
£tx\iSdon of their chara&er, and in matters of 



{itch importance to her happinefs, trufts no ejes 
but her own. In her retrofpeft of paft eve^its, 
ihe finds tiames upon record, that will be tranf- 
mitted to futuife ages, with thofe flains of re- 
proach which adhere only to the worft of cha- 
iraAers, to thofe who wound under fair'profef- 
fions of afieftion ; but when perfons of this de-. 
fcripticm appear, Ihe wifely views their deceitful 
countenance, as a dangerous coaft fhe is not to 
gpproachf Wh^^ ihe receives money, fhe fen* 

- , my 
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SbAy proves its quality, for flie knows,, in cafe 
(he does hot challenge the impolition in its fea« 
fon^ &e may chance to fuSer for her credulity. 
Her friend Ihe will view, with equal precifion ; 
and as Euripides fays, of truth, that it loves 
plain language, afie£lion, in like manner, ihould 
be fincere - and gcumie;^ without any conne&ion 
with the variegated ooloiursi of el6udy dif- 
femblance* i ' .' ^ ' v - 

As ihe is cautioua in the choice of her firiend, 
Ihe is iUk compofisd in her devotion,- ferious 
and pntaftual lin her dttty to her Mak^r; Re- 
fpedr to .whatever is facred, is her Sunday onfl 
daily difpofitibn.* She modeftly attends the 
temple of her Qod ; aftd her intention in appears* 
ing ther^^ is not fa mean a motive as popular 
applaufv <^^ ^ cratward colour of religion; 
her decent manner and fober gait, which are 
neither borrowed nor artificial, will exprefs 
fomething more amiable. She obferves aline 
of condufl: quite different from that which pre- 
vails at a ball, a theatre, or any other fcene of 
amufement, where falfe pleafure fparkles in 
every eye, and a conftant fuccefiion of compli- 
ments are every where exchanged. Her opi- 
nion 
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nlon is not fokly fupported from its . being.^liQ 
praftice of the country where. flie.refide$i|,iipr 
4oe$ it arife from the vain fenc^of bei^g noticed 
for the elegance,or peculw qij^ty/^f Jb^rdr^s. 
Tliefe ai^e not her ruling- caufes ofi repairing to 
tiie boufe;of devotion, ill^e fol^mnitjiof her 
maimer will repdat her bijifin^jCs^ s#d the impref- 
iicn &e eBtertsiC[s will t merit all due refpe^. 
She pioufly confidet^ j)t.a9»;lt»pl%;^ c^nfecrated to 
the w€Hr(ktp ^of ^her^God^ Vener^Je &pni< age, 
smd calculated' to 4nfliMnce her imit^ witji ^duji^ 
ful Xenfc' of.the 'pUdgatioiiarJhet i^'tpide%^.aud 
.whidi -ihe thinks herfelf ' bound • to recpgnife. 
She not only ftttdies to maintain a ferious Jframe, 
fuited to the external rites flief jQountenances, 
but alfo a modificadon of nmner^ fufficient to 
' overawe the wandering fallied <i£^ /ancy, with 
this feafonable refiedion, thatthe incenie c^red 
by the lips is altogether trnprofitaUCy and an 
infult to the Deity, unlefs the heart .fincerely 
joins in the facred fervice. If the compoiition 
has tafte enougb-to merit approbation, ibe will 
not churliihly with<.hold her tribute of praife : 
If otherwifc, her prafiice wiU indicate morCv^of 
the Chriftiazi; than to join with ^e ill-natured 

io 
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in their illiberal farcafms« Thefe are feme of 
tlie brauties of Chriftina's charader; 

To do as we wifli to be done by, our Saviour 
makes the prfncipal point on which the autho- 
rity^ of t}|e law and the pro|diet8 was wboHy 
eibblifhed.. Univerfities are not the <»ilj filaces 
to which we fliould rqieir, with> a view to learn 
tbe obligations of virtue. The indofures of 
erudition are not die infallible fanftuary we 
are to explore for a deoifion, correfpon^g to 
tiie logical deferiptioDs we may hear of moral 
duties. The ledures of the philofopbery in the 
glowing colours of his expreffive detineation^ 
may pleafe the tafte^ and charm the . ear : his 
choice inftrudions nuiy be continually feafbned 
with uncommon figures of rhetoric, ftrei^h of 
t^afoningy elegance of language, aiid harmony 
of periods. Such fubjeds. Ho doubt, even in 
rehearfalor fpeculation, are both edifying and 
entertaming : yet it is the pradice alone that 
daims' the gteateil {hare of {^probation, and 
l^fefiufllly determines tht charai^er. 

' Ordinary Capacities oan eafily diftinguifh beau-* 
ty from deformity ; no depth of p^ietration is 
T^uired to mark the natural features of each. 

Virtue 



Virtue and vice have ever been at variance j 
and no argument has yet been found powerful 
enough to produce a reconciliation. Where the 
maiidates of divine truth are opppfed, and pro* 
prietj^ of morals laid afide, or carelefsly oyer- 
leapedy there lawlefs appetites are fure to rife 
and rage : and when that is the cafe^ .the fate of 
virtue may eafily be figured 5 for whoever p'ur- 
chafes illicit grati£catioii3 at the expence of duty 
and difcretion, is, fure to oy^rrra^^ l^s enjoy- 
ments. But the progrefs of virtue }s always 
Heady, and free from^ thp tumult of paffion or 
confufion ; therefqre, ii^ qrder|to,fe9ure felicity^ 
meafures antecedent or in alliant^e with4iappine&^ 
mufl.be uniformly adopted. ^ f . . . 

A failor, whp had been fortun^^e j^nough to 
find in his wife a moft amiable con^ipanio;^.; but 
not bemg able to make a proper eft^atim. of 
his valuable prize, he ne^lefted to p^y her that 
tribute of refpeft, which is due to merit of the. 
firft quality. Like too many of %hfi preCent age^ 
he took a thought of adin^ the fafhionablc gpX" 
tleman, by keeping a courte:^an, or concubine. 
To expoftulate with him upon the impropriety 
of his con^ud, was but a vain attempt i for he 

was 
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was too fat gone in the difeafe called foUj^ to 
recot^er all on a fudden. When juft ready to 
failydelufion had'fo far reprefled the generous 
feelings of affe^ion, that a preference was given 
to the dulcined,' by waiting firft upon her to re- 
ceive her commiflion; which was extravagant 
enough. ' The poor wife was confidered but as a 
trifling piece of furniture, ifcarce worth noticing: 
however, in taking his leave, by way of irony, 
he aiked, if 'flie'had any particular demands^? flie 
modeffly made' him ' a'rejxly,' wJiich I fancy he 
did not expddt; Vizi that^ flie would be quite 
happy, and perfeStly pleafed, if he only brought 
her homce ' a fliilling^s worth of wifdom. After 
reaching the place of h'is deftination, being fuc- 
ctfsfiil ill his ^o/age, arid on the point of return- 
ing homfe,~t!o4he injunftions of the proffitute 
he attended minutely j and the article wanted by 
his Strife was fo low priced, that he thought it 
fiiould * alfo' be fought for : And accordingly in- 
quired at the firfli convenient {hop, if they had 
any wifdoin to' fell. ' "But fiirprifed at the flrange 
queftftm, he was' kept m ^xercife?, and direfted' 
fr^ih^onfe fliop'to another, till he reached the 
}^ft, "Whichioined the quay 5 he entered it, with 

afldng 
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gftiag> as uiuaikp H thej fold a pieo^^ finetjTf 
called WifiiciniN* . . » 

The meirdbAnt being a man of mom t\kifax ordi- 
nary iog^uitj^ at onee miderftood bil% refilled 
in the affinnati v^ and wiflied to know how mticb 
i^ waaCed» Siut before I fati^fj you in tha( fin- 

, g^ilar demand^, .'fays he, permk me to sik you a 
few qi}eftiooa9.>aiPKl I hope you will apfwer them 
with candjQ^r :. Who.defired you tapiirchafetbis 
fame wifd^m i My wife*. That tells pie you ace 

, a bad boy, ^d diat you dp not treat her with 
that humanity, or g^n^rous attachment, that 
nujitial engagemetits would r^uire, and that iuk 
honeft heart, which has a finc^n^ d^e to live in 
harmony aod happinefs,has a ju(t title-to exped. 
I; Hear itmc bafe e^ch^treCs /captivates ycnar 
afiedion, and majkes, you n/6gle& ^yoor wife. 
A&sx awakening hia furprife by-a fuggcftion fo 
unexpe&ed, he boneftly acknowledge the au- 
thenticity of his difcovery* 

I hope jiou wiU not be offended, then, thougb 

' iihould deliver my fentiments upon this fubjed 

with fooie degree of f i%edam«. When a man or 

woman create mifnry ta themiielve^ they ought, 

and ^ often, pay for their folly* J^o yic^ wiB 

lofe 
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Idle ks ttftience^ till its defenaity ap^rs dat- 
fidentlj plain, to make us view it trkli ttirerfioii* 
DeUd^'df cdaiuBt fuitable to tbt charaddr of 
a inaa, ted a GkiifUaii, that will triunkph "over 
wh&teirer i^ - hbllo^ dr unfousd. Is tmotSttfy^fo 
be obferred in' an union whidfl requkefv the 
exercife of prudence^' ajid>pennaiit&a5r ^ affec- 
tion. Treachery ift mattiage i ^a ha& 'mepchaa- 
£ze; that' reoei^vo^ ao fanftioii of aj^foobatioti 
&om beihg fo leohimoit'iti t&4 woxld« 

Thrfe iv!i6 bveak tht^tdgh tbeTflcred reflraine,^ 
&6t etily^ii^j^ofe ^pcti' < «lhefrs, btit ^o deceive 
tiientfelv^. "^ Atid'wll)ii^''the ftdift^oea oCba^i- 
neik fliie3^ttbh''feftllrtJMh their fais^caft put-- 
fae/like the^fbvingdb«d^o£i«^ ftoMiy t^rertf- 
i^nethfeafiselj anjr Shadow ^'tomfert.* .You 
are H%^' 'gothg. home ; a^ ibon a^ you get ihiig 
into' 'the>^9m#bbury }ii»id(in jom moft- fliahby 
dtefs*^ wsdt fii^^'^aii this fiune fiivoutite^ make 
Bp a pitiful ftory of youf loSbs and misfor- 
ttmes, jroU v^ill then £ee wtiat reoeptibii )*:ou 
ineet with; 'Repair next to your wile, tell her 
^Hei feme ftory, and yoti will effeduaUy.difcem, 
which pf the two has the J:>eft claim to your 

H afie£bion;i 
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-offeftion : for thofe who 'ceafe to love virfue, 
-every good man, flioi^ld ceafe' to know.* 

He then took his leave, politely thanked him 
for his wifdom, arid affured him he would clofe* 
'ly adfiere to his injunaions. "The very day lie 
reached his native fhore, he forgot not to ap- 
proach his 'miftfefs in the manner prefcribed. 
His tattered drefs, or indigent appearance, was 
no great entertainment to her eyes ; the' difmal 
relation of his misfortunes, to her ears had 
.ao mufic. In fhort, inftead of exprefSng the 
leaft feeling of fympathy for liim, flie im- 
mediately affumed iher' natural affurance, and 
bluntly* told him, ftie was amazed how he 
had the impudence to come hear her houfe; and 
changed him to' (hew her his face ho more. He 
recovered at once from his former frenzy, and 
gave her to underftand, that he was certain her 
•counfel would produce the defired efFeft, and 
-that he was fully determined never to pay her 
wibther vifit. Then *to*his*'1own habitation he 
haftily direft'ed his Willing fteps. His wife re- 
ceived lum with a fmiling countenance, and a 
hearty welcome': before he had got half-way 
in his gloomy narration, with flie fwelKng tear 
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in her eye,, flie kindly interrupted him ; and af- 
fured him^ that it was not his money, but his 
heart, flie w^as anxious to fecure. Though fhe 
had no defign to mix reproachful looks or lan^ 
guage with her breathings of rejoicing ; yet flie 
would nxake.no fecret of her defire, nor attempt 
to conceal her wifli of fixing his ^iFeftion. And 
if in that point flie gould only be fu9cefsful, flie 
would envy no one*3 happinefs. The merchant's 
wifdom loft nothing of its value from importa- 
tion. His heart was fenfibly touched with gra- 
titude to tha one for his valuable infl:ruftion ; 
and with a glow of afFe&ion to the other, for 
her unmerited attachment, which for feme mo- 
inents could only be expreffed in the filent lan-j 
guage of adnfiiration, fie tjien candidly revealed 
the whole pf the enigma, and from that day 
ferioufly improved every opportunity of advan- 
cing her happinefs r nor would he ever allow 
^y other woman to fliare in his heart, or divide 
his ipve. Therefore I fliall leave them in full 
poflfeffion of happinefs, and proceed to contem- 
plate another pi£hire. 

Inconftancy always ranges without any fettled 
objeft of defire j therefore, to fubdue this airy 

G a fpirit 
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fpirit of nordty efieduailj, or change a ta&e 
once accuftpnifid to variety, is a talk not ea£lj 
performed. Ferfons bred, in the Ihades of cetire-^ 
menty inftcad of waoderixig among the meteon 
c^ faihion^ ivhich daazle the world by their d&* 
gance and noTOlty, wouM do well to confidt 
common fenfe : for to think of combining cffo- 
{ne qualities, or form a coalition between dif- 
pofitions, againft which nature and habit havt 
declared perpetual eojnityy is at once abfux^and 
impraAicable. A writer of ^nnaence is of o- 
pinion, ** That it would not be vtty diSScate to 
find a fuitaUe companion, if every man was con- 
tent with fnch as h« is qualified to expeft i but 
if vaaity tempts him to foifeke his rank, and 
poft himfelf among thofe with whom no conunoft 
interdl or mutual pleafure can ever unite hiiB« 
he muft always live in a ftate of unfocial feparv 
ticm, without tendernefs, and without ^truft.** 

Wherever an extt^vagant difparity of fitiM* 
tions or educalion takes place, gratifieatiooy 
though poffiUe to fas obtsubed, perhaps in fome 
particular cafes, it would • 'Uelt^r l)e fafenor 
prudent to wifli for, upon terms fo toneqosl* 
When happmefs ^rches itfelf on an ekvatioa 

difficult 



difficult to reach, and wliere all feeming free- 
dom is £icrificed in the acquifition, it would naii 
be amifs to zniLke a fair calculation, ea^lj an^ 
impartiallj, to view the objed of pfarfuit, with 
ber mental and perfcmal advaatages, and tafee if 
her . qualities are .fiiificient to make a fijll gqih*- 
penfktion for the. aaxiety they excite. The falde, 
vrbere the farther "^fent his {on- to the wood, witU 
inftru£tions, the firfl day to cut as high as his 
band could reauch,^ might didlnte a lefTon of wif« 
doxn, if wi^om-oovld be caught from example. 
When the talk of- the day was over, with the 
tender feeliogs of fympathy,^ the falherxondqled 
with him, as if he^imfelf had-^fliained in the &- 
dgue I fo much uideed, tha/t the young man was 
aihamed to coiQ|)}ain, altboughitbe efied oi his 
toil was fpeaking aloud, from every vein and 
finew in his'body. The next day's injun£ti<»is, 
as^ much upon die other extr^Doe, were^ to cut as 
clofe to the ground as poffibje* When at night 
he came home, attention jandconcefn were ripo 
for utterance, and the effufio?]^s of- b^ievolenpe 
were no lefs exprelfive, than on the preceding 
evening. The third and kft d^, no arbitrary 
meafures were prefcrib^d : The^p^p^iVt .rQU^ve4 

Us him 
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h/ka fnnn a talk tirfiich he had hitherto perfonn^ 
ed tvifih mconventeace and r^ludanbe : A difpen- 
fadon was granted him, tb take-hia mark oppo- 
flte to himfelfy without ^j particular order in 
his operafti<^n. finifliing his talk with a good 
grace, he faiijttei«d* home with the foog of 
Ittif tnph ; the fhther^ however, f^tiied to takeno 
notice of his cheerftthiefs, but began tofoothe 
him, as fornteify, hvith the faiutation of tender- 
itefs. Fatheir, 'he 'implies, your pattlcular con- 
cern daim^ Ifny gratitude at aB' times ; bat I 
Arak'tt at -tha-fAd^Eifetit rinneceffaiy, 'for the 
labour of tlHs'^*^ lot*^e^ mor&like ^iy than 
toil. My fdnj ^aufe ^ahd' reflefl: on what jon 
felt and fetv, heaAen not to me alone, but 
rather td the voice of experiehce and wifdom; 
for honour attd advantage, refult from their pre- 
cepts. 

Pc rmlt me to mention Mifs Lofty. Had a gr»- 
tificatioh of your tafte taken place, whai mnch 
againft my pleafure, your addreiTes were direft- 
ed.to her; had you even reached the pioflacle 
lo which your views afpited, perhaps you 
-would have found a gueft altogether different, 

and fomething quite foreign from the happiae^ 

you 
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joa Ikad in expedition. Y<¥U ilew 9gain Jto 
Mifs Unfragraot : . I^e, with equal arrogance, 
sught have given you the iauce of repentance,, 
or probably perpetual bondage would have been 
liie chains aiTigned you for U^. The laft day 
jou was pleafed and ha|^y, and {i^cjiQed a perfect 
mafter of your bufinefs ; read from'that plain 
kdnre, the part which you yourfetf ought to 
aft. Make o^ce of the .female whofe educa-r 
tbo, tafte, feelii^y devotion, and. behaviour, 
flow in a i^^guhr courfe y with wbom-you think 
bajqnnefs h in tbegreat^^iv^dit : ibr true taile, 
lake Narciflus, is ftrofigj^ ts^ben with its own 
likenefs. Lord Damly, icwi h»^- elegant api- 
pearance, rather ths^ his im^rit, i^afi railed to 
« rank fat above what be had a right to afpire ; 
the duties rof which he was>' incapable/ of di£- 
charging, either with advantage to the kingdon:i, 
fiT honour to/^himfelf. ThorUfifortunate, but 
acconiplifhed Queen Mary, found to her coft, 
when it was too late <y> complain,, and when the 
faUies of love, infpired by the impoiition of ex- 
ternal beauty, had, loft their power to .{deafe, 
^hat ilUfkilied mefibaigcrs her eyes had been, 

«ud the unfair a?eport-diey had haftily made pf 

him 
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Irim with whom ihe was to- lead her life ; for to* 
thi$ unequal choice all lier fubfequent misfor- 
tunes mighty with ftrong prefumption, be 
afcribed. 

A volume elegantly bound, if it contains little 
information, neither fentiment, language, nor a 
fiipport of rictue; it$ external finery will foon 
ceafe to pleafe, and its fair poliihed aj^earance, 
which at firft excited commendation^ will com- 
pletely lofe itB credit, and fuddenly fall into dif- 
repute. Anadier, though not boxmd at al}„ if 
it contains the nuiirks of genuine refinement ^ if 
ercry expreffion you penife, and every page yott 
open, feem prdgnaot with the riches pf merit,— 
you areg^ tcv'4iatch--^from the jaws of obfctt- 
rity, the remains of fo much beauty, and to 
preferve it, though in a ihabby outward ap- 
pearance, from the fate of abufe or decay. 

The pidure of marriage deforibed by a lively 

i;6»gination^ or the gay colours of the Poet, 

perhaps ^ romantic fcenery, may have more 

of the fidioh of a fable, than a delineation of 

the real Hate ; where all foreign deception 

ihould be viewed with an eye of jealoufy, treated 

*a$ an enemy to which no ftation of credit flioiild 

be 
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te 9Mgaed. Manj are ready* to annex an idea 
<^ finiflied felicity to matrimcmial coimeftioni'-^ 
oenfider it as the ferenitj of a perpetual fun-ihine^ 
where no tempefluous palFian rifes to niffle the 
miftd ; hvLt a fenfible female will fliow her juft 
<lf»&ioii of the bniinefsy by the fcdidity of her re- 
ikftions. She often confults the prodndions of 
latorey for lefibns of inftruftion. She fees the 
jQveniie flower of the fpring, that ihakes fo fair* 
a ihew» and emits fuch a pleafant AavxHiry foon 
ftript of all its gaudy^ colours, aadrats ftatelj 
pride blafted in full blow, f lom p^inttag to a 
figure fo tranfient in ittf nature, • a difeouraging • 
difcufion is not in thfe leaft intended. Though 
h is too true, that many unhappy examples are, 
recorded in every age, and feen in every country, 
Botwithftanding of this, the fkcred engagemoit 
fliould meet with no dbufe from fuch an argu* 
ttent. When the torch of affeftion which leads 
the party contrafted to the bower of hymen, and 
glows witli mutual fincerity ; ' when it is before 
band underftood, as a conne£tion where happi- 
nefs cannot be continued, without a particular 
^sfire to render life agreeable to eacii other,— 
Ae meaning, which never forfeits its natural 

beauty 



t 94 ] 
beautj or fenfe, has fhared ia the relation. 
And from a countenance fo fair, delight; in its 
principal quality, maj reafonably be ex'peSted. 
When the prevailing tafte or hopes of happinefs, 
fpring from the vain ideas of equipage and gran- 
deur, and not from the good qualities of. the 
charafter propofed, it is eafy to imagine ,y^hat 
may be the confequence of meafures fo irrego- 
lar and ill digefted, ' It is not in the palaces of 
eaftem monarchs, that love without diffimuli- 
tion has its feat. of fancie, or planet of dignity. 
The mechanic of Jndoftan may ^appily espe- 
rienCe that periodical and fincere fatisfa&ioo^ 
from the partner of his aflPeftion, which the 
fovereignof a great nation, in the variety of his 
enjoyments, and the confuiion of his feraglio, 
l&tours in vain to acquire. Sincerity and can- 
dour are the elements where virtue loves to 
dwell, and happmefs to fmile : and where thefe 
valuable companions, are pleafed tp refide, they 
are fure to procure and continue afied^ion, much 
longer than wbalth, grandeur, or Graham's oob' 
leftial bed. The; Speftatdr is of opinion, that 
fincerity and virtue are the firft articles tio be 
confulted j that where thefe fail on either fide, 
^ enjoyment 
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enjoyment Is feldom at home, and felicity at the 

belt but a fluftu^ting gueft. Challenges of fu- 

periority . are laid afide, where real affeEbion \% 

underftood. Love is more than a feilful mathe-. 

inatician ; for he will eafily reconcile the lines 

of difference, and make them every where run 

parallel* Thofe "\^ho unite with a determined 

refolution of affeftion, of increafing their ftock^ 

by fllaring the pleafure or intereft of it equally 

with each other, wilWh a fliort time obtain that 

accumulation of tfedemefe, which prevails only 

in the foil where goodnefs regulates the paffions. 

To the very filencc of thofip we love^ we . gene- 

roufly afcribe ineffable charms : and the language 

of thofe we diflifce, has a flaw in every expref- 

fion ; all their periods feem rude and unedifying. 

When a profeffioh of efteem is fraught with 

tendemefs, all tlie tranfad:ions of the day are 

cohdu£led with good humour, and continued 

with frequent and ferious inftances of a happy. 

underftanding. Where difaffe&on fpeaks no 

tone of viftory ; • where all its emotions are fup- 

prefled, before they fwell into a ftubbom difeafe, 

or habits of unhappy confequence,— ^pleafure and 

g^ffeftion are then confined to their proper bounds. 

For 
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For without die art of reafoning, it appears ag 
a plain fad:^ that if difguft oncc^ rifes Into tag^ 
<Jr violence^ you may then look for the depar- 
ture of peace, and hear her eiqpiring voice pro- 
nounce a mournful farewell to the pleafures of 
afiedibm Ah! what a difmal fcene ! howdaii: 
and cloudy the profpeft ! every trivial 6ifcnm- 
Raxitt ^iU carry the conftrudion of acrime, 
and even what « innocent in itfelf, to the eye rf 
diftnift has no beauty : comforts ficken iato a 
folitary fadnefsy 6t a raging ftomi ; antf at t^ 
fpleen of difcbntentf, difcretion is «efib&aaSjr bft. 
There&re, to maKe the (inews of kthedoti du- 
rable, marriage requiites that a fimiiar tafte and 
affeAion form every* part of the agreeit*^^* *^ 
continue to increafe in thrfr progrefs through 
the whole length of the relation* Thcrffe choice 
charafters, ' whofe minds are 'richly tinftured 
with fenfibility/can nevei* be at any great di- 
ftance from Bappihefs. While 'the brightcniag 
beams of da/lfaile on their fteps, and join m 
their company ; when the fentitnents aifd pur- 
fuits of this ftate are not feigned teftimcffli^y , 
but the folid and genuine fupport of mwtiwl 

endcanaent, pleafure then is^ fomething J»>^ 

tbaa 
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than an idle clumeray it U that ^low of eothor 
fiafjEn.tbat elevates tbe generous yotaxies to the 
firft degree of rational delight. Therefore it 
would be as gr^at a wonder, to meet with cloudy 
of coi^ufioa in fuch; a feirene cli^onate, as it 
would to 'find diamonds in. idle barren hills of 
Texuveriff. Before- a noarrif^ge. receives its date^ 
ihould the voice ,of corred und^ji^ft^^ding make 
any inqniries, what rmy ^e fuppofe the quali* 
fictions that are moftlj thought of» orconSdet;. 
ed as n^cefTarj . to excit^ attention, and kc^xp 
efteem? Thp queilion might ^f^)t tfe fo m^h 
J&amed to accord with the get^ral pradice, as 
with the periods c^ a-correft tafte, and fage pe^ 
netratioQ. Isjtie.verjr beautiful ? has flie notany 
courtiers ? and .what is hei: fortune ? are not 
the principal inquiries.whicl^ ihould j>e nude, or 
with which a lafting proipefi of fslidtj is na- 
tively conne&ed. It is not ihe who follows 
flaviihl J the caprice of fafldon, Inrfao is ready t» 
vary her taile, to fuit the cont^lezion of the times, 
firom whom the pleafures of contoitment, or of 
domeftic enjojntnents, maybe expefiied. If much 
infortnation and learning, in the eilimation of 
IboKB men, ar^ not the qualities requifitejto en- 

I courage- 
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courage happinefs, or form a pleafant female 
oomponiony I ihpuld think that ignorance could 
never make her more agreeable, inot more fit 
for a partner in life. The fong of ^he Ifraelkiih 
women^ that Saul had killed but one thoufand^ 
and David ten, ia a ^plain pjoof, that, when a 
languid • perforinance meets with a feeble cnco- 
mium, meritorious a&ions. ought to,ihine* 

The ' principal '• beauties, that < 4X>mmon fenfQ 
fliould efteem, -and for^JVFhlcfa \ iho.uld mdke its 
demand, is a fen£ble, Reeling, SQid affe£tionatQ 
heart ; a comeljr, .pu^deil, and agrseaUe beluu 
viour. Does religion . infpire a young wcman 
with that Chriftiati charity, that will make her 
temain pailive or filent, and indicate no marks 
of raih judgement or feverity, ,even when ihe 
oannot approve ? Is it more ivon% i^ality (ihan 
ikew, that the witnefies of her piety fpeak pjam 
and aloud? Thefe are refined, qualifications; 
and if thefe are. the friendly inftruftioos to be 
learned fromiher, happy,, fpr^ever happy, is he 
who fhall obtain. iier. He rcfceives not all her 
portion at one pajp)mep.w ; neither is it a yearly 
incomei; but, whaft is ftill betteiy a oonflant and 
daily revenue. It* is only where the joys of 

freedom 
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fteedom ihed- their generous influence, that 
conrtibip is an aft of inclination, <»: the effeft of 
choice* i During the force, of the feudal fyflexn, 
when. the laws of chivalry were in vogue, ruf- 
fians or harbarians were often the moil fuccefsful 
in fisniale conquefts ; but as fgoiety. began to im- 
prove,- -and fighting became, lefs faihionable, the 
ridiculous exhibitions of a Do& Quixotte began 
gradiialLfwto decline. Nothing. can be more: 
teafonable, than that love fhould direft in the 
choice 0fi a paitner for life ; -and that the parties 
eontradsed 'in wedlock fhould enter into that 
ccmpoEt with the moil gamine afFe&ion for each 
other, ** Love,"' fays an eminent philofopher, " is 
a ft^ong preferratite againfl the infe£lion of loofe 
example : it helps ta fubdue all foreign oppofition 
in the way of refinement, and gives a nece&ry 
fnpply to the fineil virtues." To Hrengthen 
the foregoing aflertion, X {hall relate', an oral 
narration, where a fudden revolution of fenti* 
ments^ wrought wonders in a very ihort time. 
A recruiting ofEcar, who, with his party, had 
been billeted in a certain town ^ the firft night 
he was fo much engaged, that it was f(»newhat 
late before be could make it convenient to go 

I 2 home 
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home CO his lodging ; and in that cafe had not 

am Dpportunitj of feeing* many "of die (aimly. 

One of the daughters, with' her companion, had 

their room dofe to tiie one in whioh he laj. 

After her firft deep, recdllefiing flie had forgot 

to give the fervants fome. inftruftions neceflary 

to be execnted.before momiag, fte rofe for that 

parpofd, and foon dlfdiarged thb bufin^is ; but 

in her way backward, by taiftak^, ipi^ent to die 

eaptain's apartment, in plaee-of her own. Shelay 

by him for fome time, without die leaft fiii^i- 

^on of having changed her companiDn \ buthip* 

f ening to readh her hand over his bi^eaft, flie 

difcbvered her error, and^ as xhuch afraid as'ihe 

was furprifad, ' immediately kapt out of bed; 

but he awakening, 'was equally alert, and in a 

moment fecuct^: locked her in idis anns. 

FtndiAg he wasitet-ermined not to part widi her 

oafily, flie addrefied hitti widi the utmoft civility. 

My good Sir, I prefume, from your profeffion, 

that you ^e a ms^n of honour, and Would not 

wifli to expoTe a mift^en feitiale to uxttnetited 

ridicule. I am und*r a contraft of marriage, 

and my fete is to be decided by twelve to-morrow : 

Therefore, in cafe you do not defift, I iha^^ ^^' 
* ' tainJy 
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tainly alarm the whole femily. WeU, fays ho, 

fince fuch is the caib^ I ihall comply with yCtur 

requefl> (m-eondiitiDn that you promife to maJae 

me your beft man» Sfee'ad oncq agreed to the 

propofal, obtained her Ubeity^ aod coticealed 

her danger. 

' In the mondugy upcm his beings introiduced. 

to the bride^ fhe effedualLy fliock his xnilitary 

bravery^ Mr LaYe^i:Hat cumupg ^gineer, im- 

mediately brought all hi^iaitillevjF to play, and 

laid a clofe fiege to hiohear-t^* iHe was altogether 

cl^itnedl with her tLppeaJcmcc, and her great 

gd&d (fenfe was equiUy^ captivating. He faw 

that ao time was.to be loft ; therefore, like a Ml- 

ful artificer^ began his coimter work, and con* 

fidered all advantages as £sur. The ' clergyman^ 

when* the party appeared, fappofedall objedlions 

removed^ and was proceeding to unite them, 

when the officer thus addrefled her ixiteaded 

. hufband : You may diink yourfdf at liberty tor 

marry her, but I decide upon honour flie was 

in bed .with me laft night. iShe blufhed from 

ear to ear, -and the whole family was in con6x- 

iion» Tl^ bridegroons, withc^ut any inquiry into^ 

this myfterioiis bufinefs, takei» his hat, ^ asfidi 

I 3 ' fwears 
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fwears flie (hould never bed with' him. leaving 
been fo far fortunate in getting rid of the chief 
metropolitanyhe fteps forward with thefe words: 
If my hand can be any compenfatiopi for what 
you have loft, it is quite ready for your recep- 
tion. After a ferious converfation on th^ fubjed, 
giving a minute detail of all the circumftances,' 
and the caufe that gave rife to bis declaration, 
ihe learned the beauties of his charafter, accept- 
ed of his oSe):, and with mutual confent, thej 
were inftantly united. The fenfible thoug^tt 
of the comedian are, in this fingular cafe^ fome« 
what applicable :, ^^ O marriage ! happiefti 
eaSeft, fafeft ilate ; let debauchees anddirox^SLsnl^ 
(com thy rights, how <?an the fa^ge call it lofs 
of freedom, thus to con verfe, with, thus to gw^ 
ftt, a faithful, beautidou^ frieqd : Blufli not, my 
fair one, ^t my love applauds thee j nor be it 
painful to be my wedded wife, that my •foil 
heart overflows in praife of thee. Thou art by 
law, by intercft, and by pailion min^ : Paflion and 
Tcafon join in love of thee.*' And I take it &' 
granted, that they lived q«ite h«|>py, as I never 
heard the leaft rumour tranfpire to the con- 
trary. 

To 
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To {peak in the ftjrle of common fenie^ away 
with wliat the world calls a pretty fellow, or a. 
handfome female ; let me have honour, and the 
continued vi^rtues which regularly flow from a 
good heart ;«— tl^efe are the foun^tion on which 
matrimpniai felicity can be ere&ed, and eredted 
with fecurity. . 

Yfher^ ijhe&i take jroot, ^e&ion wiU remain 
much longed jthani the honey month : love will 
not cloy with wedlq^ki nor lofe its falutary in« 
fluence byjf^ . neareir acquaintance. Mr Thom- 
ibnyin his finiihed pidure of hymeaeal happinefs, 
alike difplays the ingenuity of th^ moraliil, the 
painter, and the. poet; - 

" O happy they ! the happieft of their Tcin^, 
Whom gentler ftars unite, and in one f^te 
Their hearts, their fortanes^ and* their heings blend* 
*Ti$ not the coaribr tieofJiuman lawsr^ 
Unnatural oft, and foreigji to the mind, 
That binds their peace ; but harmony itfelf, 
, Attuning all their paflions into love ; 
Where friendlhip full exerts her fofteft power, ' 
Pcrfeft eftcem, enlivened by defire 
Insffable, and fympatlij of ibah 
Thought 9VBetingthottghli%nd wi\] preventing v^^I, 
With boundlefa confidence ; For nought but love 

Can 
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Can anfwer love, and render blift fecare» 
Let eaftern tyrants^ from the ligbt of, heaven 
Seclude their bofom flaves, ineanly poffefs'd 
Of a mere lifelefs, violated forpi : 
While thofe whom love cements in holy faith. 
And equal tranfport, free as nature live, - 
Difdainhi^ fear. What is tSie world to them. 
Its popp). its pleafiire^ and its nottfe&fe all ! 
Who in each o.th/er clafp whatever fair 
High fancy forms, and lavifli hearts can wifli. 
Truth, goodnefs, honour, harmony, and love, 
The richeft bounty of indulgent Heaven,^ 

' •■'■"' ^ ■ ' SprAig, p. 6p'&70' 

The tnorjfliflotiferveSjthit onlybnfe fort of love 
is to be found, 'although he' allows "ia thoufand 
different copies of it. ^ As a fpecimeri of the firft 
quality, a very affefting anecdote is related of a 
young woman in France, '* yvho, after many dif- 
ficulties, at Isift obtained her parents cortfent of 
marrying one fee fincerely loved ; but being to 
fign the mftnimenf of Contraft, fee had no foon- 
er written the firft letter of her nkme, than with 
the excefs of joy, fee fell into a fainting fit, 
from which fee could never be recalled to life." 
What a valuable prize muft her lover have loft ? 
and to him in particular, what a cloud of forro^^ 
her death would bccafion ! Gocdacfs of heart, 

richly 



[ 1^5 ] 

richly adorned with the« delicate feelings of aSec« 
tion, inchants all whoperceive it, and well de- 
ferves to be ftyled the flower of beauty, which 
the pencil of the beft artift cannot eaiilj imitate^ 
and but rarely, in its juft features, exprefs the 
originaL ThoiTe eminently pofTeSed of it, fpeak 
with their tjesy and being filent fubdue* 

To meet with a perfon qualified in the various 
fignificadons of the word, to bear the facred cha* 
rafter of a friend, is a difcovery not more rare 
than divine. Demoithenes called impofition in 
love, the vdtchcraft of afiedion* Leonado da 
Vinci, an Italian pai^t^r, was of opinion^ that 
(bme fublime fubjeds are beft defcrib^ by nega* 
tives. Therefore he gives a delineation of falfe* 
friendfliipyby an ivy thrufiing down, the wall on 
which it grew* Examples may eaiilj be muU 
tiplted, in every age and country,^ to preferve 
the credit of thb painter's negatives. But the 
genuine* is not fo e^iily de&ced; like the good 
tree, it will prove its (quality by the chara&er 
of its fruit. The vrint^ry blaft of oppofition will 
not obfcure its fame^ nor retard its progre£i« 
Perhaps the following relation inay not be alt(^. 
gether out of feafon, it is'a copy of lingular be-^ 

nevolence. 
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aevoletice. I muft own I think the introdudSon 
highly over-ilrainedy and a facrifice to ivhich 
very few, influenced by real afFeftioHy would ever 
hgve confented. But if the prologue is feme- 
what incoofiftentj, the cataftrophe produces every 
event neceflary to form as fine a pi£hire. of fin- 
cere aiFedion, as ever was exhibited in dramatic 
di:efs. A young Koman. repaired to Athens^ to 
finiih his education, reputed at that time one of 
the fixfl feminaries of inflruftion, in that or any 
other country. Fate, which often afts with ir* 
refi^ble authority, and ' has a furprifing power 
in forming coim^ions, prefented him^ in & 
jhort time, with a companion deferving of his 
efteem, in the moil ei;tenfi ve latitude. Thej fooQ 
l>ecame a principal topic o£ converfation ; everj 
eye beheld them with wonder, every tongue was 
iavifh in their praife^. As a phenomenon of this 
nature has commonly fomething in its progms 
out of the ufual mode, we fhall hailen to view 
the Angular traits of this friendly painting. 
The Athenian had fixed his eyes on ^ female of 
merit and family. The partiality with which 
iKe was diftinguiihed by virtue fo confpicuous, 

and a charafter adorned with the firfl-rate ahih- 

ties; 
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ties^ as well as a combination of all the other 
beauties reqnifite to fpeak a poliihed mindy could 
not but be flattering : fo that the increafe of her / 
afe&ion kept pace with his own : To foon as 
the fecret took wing, it was Ivafted abroad ; 
converfation caught the report, and accelerated 
its progrefs, in proportion to the prev^ling ele- 
ment of afFedbion or humour through which it 
pailed« Circunoilantes were fo favourably con- 
duced, that all dieir acq\mintances unanimoufly 
oonolucied their happineJTs fure^. and &ft ripening 
into enjoyment ; when a new event haftily 
ftarted up, to change 'its diredion, and to damp 
the joy of this fo mtiCh wiihed fojr felicity. 
Ti^ Roman was all of a fudden feized with a 
complicatiol^ of maladies, which feemed to prog- 
aofticate at leaft a taging fever, if not a more 
&tal oonfequence. . Phyficians were called, me- 
dicines applied, and pi^oper nurfes provided ; but 
bis complaint feemed to have taken fo firm a 
root, as to bafBcthepower of every application. 
The Athenian, who felt more on the occafion 
than die whole of his acquaintances, and who 
was fcarcely a moment from his fide, feeing 
bim one day fomewhat calm, and npne but them^ 

felvea 
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fclves in the room, he turned the conveirfattoii* 
to the fymptoms of his diforder^ and hinted that* 
he thought them more of a mental, than of a 
bodily nature. He candidlj replied, tliat the 
caufe of his ficknefs ought to remain for ever a 
fecret, as he knew tlie cure would not be ob«- 
tained. He was of opinion, in a fituation £o 
critical, that concealment was neceflarj, and 

/ oomiinQn prudence required it. My aftoniflmicnt 
is great, and the found I can fcarcely credit : 
What ! fays the Grecian, has our friendihip 
all along been a bubble ? What have you ever 
feen in my conduft to give the Icail authority 
to all this diftruft? Is myfinoere attachment 
treated with the ungenerous conftrudion of 
hatred I No facrifice would I grudge, however 
coftly, that could be the h^ppy means of pur- 
chafing confolation, or of reftoring your health. 
Faufing for a reply, after giving vent to a group 

* of broken fighs, the eKpref&on ftole from the 
Roman, as if expiring for want of confidence 
to utter it. " Your female friend,*' was all that 
his £iidtering tongue could pronounce. He 
looked at him, and feemed to be loft in filent 
tendemeis^ but after an apparent ftniggle with 

his 
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his feelings^ he thus^^fpoke: Kind fate^ dire£k me 
in tbis critical dikroina, both how to fpeak and 
a6l., If I gratify mjr own indinatioi^ I lofe my 
f tiend : If I relinqjuiih hereto whom i have 
already* offered my: hand> my hofiour ihall be 
tamiflied with a cloud of ^i^race, and my name 
braxidod with laftiag ^'infamy: WeO^ let the 
world jvtilify my/condiuft^t or oondenm me: let 
.it fay what it will, I am i:e|blved to prolofigyour 
life i live> aiid Ihe ihall fucdy be yours. The 
pte^ounaries are already adjuiled,, and the day 
of ous .marriage is fixed. A propofal from you^ 
at folate a period, might in ceality be deemed 
an iii£ult ; and youx hopes of > happinefs prove 
precarious^ perhaps be for e«er fruilrated. I 
will marry, and you ihall bed with. her. Into 
her apartment X will convey you privately, and 
when the light is extinguiihed, return^ and leave 
you to occupy my place ; in hopes that Provi- 
dence may fo regulate matters, aa that our raflt 
eaterprife may at leaft terminate in your bappi- 
liefs, whatever frowns of fortune I may have 
yet to encounter. The promife was made^with 
fincefity, and the engagement inunediately per* 
formed. The^light of the n^^ming made a di& 

^ covery. 



jcovery, not more new than unexpefted. Her 
amazement was fo great,' that flie could fcarcelj 
credit her own eyes ; to* make an .apology, or 
propofels of reconciliation, was biit labour in 
vain. She foon left "him to ruminate on the rafh 
part he had a£led ; and went Ifo confult her 
parents, how to regulate herfelf, and what flie 
Ihould refolve on. After the firft guft of paffion 
was in fome meafure fubdued, and reafon began 
to refume its empire, they, as well as herfelf, 
thought it; the beft policy to wink at, or at lead 
appear paflive in refpeft of all that had pafed j 
and, as the next creditable ftep, agreed that tbey 
ihould alfo be married. A train fo favourable, 
unlocked the Athenian, and made him venture 
once more to fliow them his face. Rather but 
of compliment to the Roman, than any regird 
. they luid for himfelf, they feemed to treat him 
with their ufual politenefs 5 and in appearance 
he fuaved as' formerly in their kindnefs. Butfo 
loon as the married couple departed, and went 
home to Rome, he felt the efFeft of their refent- 
jnent : her relations could no longer conceal their 
fpleeii ; a confifcation of all his property imme- 
diately took place. His name was eiafed from 

0ieir 
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their public records ; and they pafled a decreej^ 
in which he was banifhed for ever from the city* 
Not knowing where to direft his fteps, he wan- 
dered from place to place^ till his drefs had al- 
moft loft its colour, as well as his charadler its 
predit. One day mufing on paft tranfadlions, all 
at once he awakens from his dream of uncertain 
peregrination. Was it for nothing I made a 
conqueft of my afFe&ion ? Shall not he for whom 
I loft my all, meet me with the face of a friend ? 
let me at leaft make a trial. — His courage fup- 
ported him very well on his journey^ till he 
reached the fuburbs of the cfty ; but the moment 
he entered Rome, and underftood the rank and 
dignity to which his friend was raifed, refledions 
on his own mifcondu£b ftared him in the face; 
and damped the ardour of his refolution. The 
eye of him who had beheld his better days, and 
feen him balking in the fun-fhine of fortune, he 
could not bear to encounter in the weeds of a 
pilgrim. Entertaining no concern from the 
danger of wild beafts, or the fear of famine, he 
formed a hafty refolution^ of retiring to the 
woods, and concealing himfelf from the eye of 
the world 5 for life was already become a burden. 

Ki. He 
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^e only procerf^ed a fliort way, when he was 
. violently affaiJcd with furious winds and rain ; 
but kind Providence had not yet deferted him : 
a hofpitable cove appeared in view, which feemed 
to encourage and invite hind to take fhelter under 
its generous roof. Fatigue and anxiety foon 
drew the curtain of fepofe over his weary -eye- 
lids ; and that reft, which often forfakes the 
bed of down, lent him its falutary enjoyment^ 
in his folitary habitation. 

The brightening beams of day had fcarcely 
begun to fmile, when the echo of an alarm re- 
founded from every comer of his loneli^ grotto^ 
The fteps of the traveller had been haftily inter- 
rupted by the view of a tnangled body, which 
had fallen a vidim to the favage hand of fome 
degenerate heart. Sufpe6ling^ from his appear- 
ance and fituation, fhis barbarous adion to be 
the confequence of his laWlefs exertion, he i^ 
charged with the horrid murder, and has nothing 
to oHer in his own defence. No oppofition being 
given, he is thought to have freely acknowledged 
himfelf the perpetrator of this cruel aft, and con- 
fequently foou' lodged in a fituation, deftined to 
contain charafters of coarfer feelings, and of 

much 
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inuch more depraved morals, . than his own. 
When he was brought before the judges, how-* 
ever, he was foon recognifcd by one of them ; 
his former friend .who plainly perceived ftrong 
traces of his old companion in his countenance, 
afked his name, and if ever he had been at 
Athens. He anfwered in the affirmative. The 
judge, without any further ceremony, threw oiF 
his gown, placed himfelf clofe by liis fide, and 
declared Tiinifelf the delinquent. A ferious al- 
tercation took place, and the contention was 
maintained with determined firmpefs. The 
whole court, quite aftoniflied, appointed them 
different apartments, till fome inquiry {hould be 
made into this dark chapter of accidents. 'Re- 
morfe feized the real criminal, when the nbKc of 
this fingular relation reached his ear j and even 
though at a diltance from the feat of jufcice, he 
appears there upon the next day of trial. Each 
of the other two ilill adhered to the point they 
had formerly advanced. But this third perfon 
places the cafe in a quite different pofitioh ; as 
well as in colours much mote natural. The 
candid flrain of his addrefs foon conmianded 
attention,' while he thuslfpoke ; Thefe men can 

^3 in 
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in no form come under the defcripdon of agref- 
fors. He then finccrely wiflied the fame tone 
of juftification could be applied to himfelf. But 
he would by no means attempt to extenuate 
cither his difgrace^ or his guilt. He declared 
that he could not endure the thought, that two 
innocent perfons ihould fuffer either accufation, 
or pimifiiment, for what he alone had committed. 
He then acknowledged the atrocioufnefs of his 
crime, and that ijt was at variance with the laws 
of God, contrary to ever^ feeling qf humanity ; 
and tliat all fuch criminals were not only a re- 
proach to the name of man, a Sifhonour to their 
relations and country, but were alfo left a prey 
to endlefs mifery. He ftill further • obferved, 
that the inteftine wars occafioned by fuch out- 
rageous breaches of juftice^ and the facred obli- 
gations which are. the bond of union in all civi- 
lized nations, or well regulated focieties, w^a^ 
always followed by an insurable difeafe. There- 
fore, without the leaft equivocation, he would 
fettle the gloomy bufinefs before them, by the 
only amendment then in his power, which was 
a free confeffion of his guilt, and a facrifice of 
himfelf to juftlce. His criminal conduft defer- 

ved 
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vcd the fcvereft puBifliment, and he felt a rcmorfc 
much more poignant than any one elfe couH 
paint or defcribc. Whatever degree of feveritjr 
the judges, in their wifdom, might fee proper 
to inflid, he would ftrive to bear with becoming 
refignation ; a duty which is laudable, when 
confcience fupports the mind, and pleads freedom 
from the charge of depravity ; but nowife me- 
ritorious when loaded with accumulated accu- 
fations of guilt. The generous open manner of 
the offender excited univerfal ' compaffion ; he 
foon felt the efFe6l of their clemency, for the 
prevailing voice cried for a pardon ; which was 
granted without hefitation. Tl;ie innocence of 
the other two being fufficiently teftififed, they 
were difmifled with a degree of aftoniflimenf, 
bordering on veneration. The judge takes his 
friend into a private family, where they were at 
liberty to enjoy themfelves. tie infifted on a 
true relation of, all his misfortunes, fince the 
time of their fepar^tioil: and fo foon as he 
finifhed his narration, faid to him. My gooi 
friend, how much am I indebted to you ? and" 
how much do I ftill owe you ? I fliall lay all 
ferempny afide, and fliow that I am not quite 

ungrateful. 
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ungrateful. I have a fitter, whom I will ven- 
ture to recommend as a wife. Should her perfon 
and manner gratify your tafte, I promife that 
every other confideration fhall be made agreeable 
to you ; for you fhall fhare in my fortune and 
friendfhip, while I ' live. This Roman female 
poffeffed extraordinary merit ; and, upon the 
whole, it was thought he had gained much 
by the exchange. Their remaining days were 
uncommonly fortunate, and continued to fliine 
with the rays of unbroken felicity. 

Tlie opinion of thofe diftinguifhed by tafte 
and difcernment, refpedling women as weU as 
other obje£ls, will always bear refleftion. 
Though every found deferves not to be fet to 
mufic, the following fenfible quotation requires 
no apology : " A female gf merit, whofe mind is 
improved by a . -Cirtuous and refined education, 
retains, in her declining years,- an influence over 
jthc men more efFeftual, than ever fhe acquired 
by her beauty : fhe is then the delight- of her 
friends, as much as' fhe was formerly that oi 
her jadmirers : for a refpeftable charafter is a 
Jlower which we cultivate for its fcent or beauty* 

one of the graces of nature, one of the objects 

which 



which beautify the creation, admired by all 
men in all ages, which our fathers valued, and 
which we after them likewife efteem." HoW 
ftatelj- does female elegance appear, when it 
comes forward adorned with the rich colours, 
neat attire, and poliflied flrokes of tjie hiftorian ; 
or, -when defcribed by the no lefs expreflive 
pencil, and beautiful delineations of the poet. 
The united efforts of thefe painters give fuch a 
glow of animation to the whole pidture, as to 
make the reader almoft wifh for a fight of the , 
original character : What a beautiful encomium^ 
how fimple, unaffeded, and laconic, is that 
which wa? made on Phocipn's wife : " She firft 
arrayed herfelf in meeknefs ahd temperance, and 
then, put on whatever more was neceflary.'' 
The character of Pliny's wife is likewife com-* 
prehenfive, and briefly expreffed ; who was faid 
to be " the beft of wives, and the bell beloved/* 
The reprefentation is natural, eafy, and divine. 
The idea thefe convey will require no didliona- 
ry to explain; the conftruftion is quite obvious. 
Sincerity of heart, and fimplicity of outward 
appearance, are the ornamental habit of her who 
deferves to be taken noti(;e of. ^* Solomon, who 

had 



had made the tour of the fafluonaUe world, 
complains, (Ecclef. vii. 28.), " that one man 
among a thoufand he had found, but a woman 
in all that number he found not." I fufpefi 
miuch, when he uttered this harfh expreffion, he 
had been too often converfant with women of 
inferior worth, and therefore feldom met with 
any heroine of fteiling merit, whp loved virtue 
too fincerely, to facrifice it for a fhadow ; and 
admired a good name more than his dazzling 
grandeur. Were he to appear in our age, how 
much would he feem furprifed, to find many of 
our females fo far fuperior to thofe of his 
time. The treafure of genuine virtue, and the 
flow of difinterefted benevolence, is not the pro- 
dudion of every foil, nor the principal feature 
of every charadler ; but Tknow one whofelife 
gjyd manners brighten to- the view, like the 
cheerful fmiling fun, whofe merit requires no 
pajiegyric ; who is fingular in every moral vir- 

* tue J whofe heart will melt with tendemefs, and 
{hed the tear of fympathy for forrows not her 
own ; whofe filent fenfe and modefty utter a 

. thoufand beauties ; whofe very looks are ex- 

preffive of pijrity. - X could name her, who, 

when 
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vahen others were folded in the grms of flcep, or 
fpending their morning-hours in'adjuftirig their 
drefs, and trifling away time at their toilet',— 
has been diligently engaged in a different em- 
ployment, and has been ready to fhare with 
others the fruit of her labour ; liberally fup- 
plying the poor, and reaching her bread to the 
needy. Models of .this kind have been found in 
palaces, and examples worthy of imitation fe^n 
in a cottage ; fo that we can neither fix on rank 
in life as the ftandardVf excellence, nor look 
for genuine gpodnefs for ever in low ftations/ 
A plebeianefs, who; under many difadvantages, 
fiiould maintain elegance in her manner, judge- 
ment in her taile, and virtue in all her anions. 
Would furely deferve to be fainted as the morn- 
ing ftar ; and no good, heart would ever envy 
her fuccefs in the world, however eminent thft 
Itation to which ihe might be raifqd. Sem» 
proiiia had been much diftingqiflied by the libe- 
I'al gifts of fortune, befides high birth, genteel 
education, and' engaging wit ; (he was aMb in 
pofleflion of (what the giddy and thoughtlefs 
Would value more than the generous endowments 
pf mcdefty), incomparable beauty: yet thefe 

were 
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were no fcrecn of proteftion, when the gloomy 
melTefnger of terror arofe in hafte to falute her. 
Why heaves her breaft ? what robs her of her 
gaiety ? When languifliing on a death-bed ^ does 
fhe read with joy each day's fucceffive improve- 
ment ? Does her fun look bright at* its fetting ? 
Is the curtain every where embellifhed with the 
pleaiing beams, in which former years were 
clad ? Does the part ike has afted exhibit the 
reprefentation of a rich landfcape, under loaded 
increafe in every direction, and fweetly perfu- 
'med with fragrant flowers? Ah .'behold her 
looking back with a blufhing countenance on the 
faUe evanefcent fcene ! when the tide of vice ran 
high, when depravity ruflied on with impetuo- 
fity, and vanity rolled on vanity. See the gloomy 
fpeftre of awakened crimes, angry, fulky, ftalk- 
ing in fad and fable robes ! What may we fup- 
pofe the tone of her thoughts, at the clofing pe* i 
riod of life? " Happy thofe who fed their minds , 
with Virtue's confcious dignity." Nearer the ap- 
parition then approaches, reaves from her the J 
hopes of future fame, and gives the deadly blow. 
How different the colours of life, in the charac- 
ter of the virtuous female, and her who has 
t fled 



1 121 ] 

fled from decency. What a degree of fincere 
affe&ioxiy and moral refinement will naturally 
command^ "when nicely conne6ted with the beau- 
ties of virtue. , What an afFefting pi&ure do we 
fee in the defer iption of Virginia : her tragical 
conclufion in the caufe of virtue, one would 
imagine^ might foften even the he^rt of a fa.- 
vage ; and draw tears from eyes unaccuftomed to , 
weep. What feeling heart, in poffeffion of the 
leait fpark of 'humanity, could behold, immoved, 
an innocent female, in the blooming graces of 
jouthy ftruggling to preferve her honour un- 
fuUiedy defpifing the wealth and power of a 
Decemvir, while her virtue and fame were in 
jeopardy ! 

This angel-form^ though ever loaded with a 
burden of forrow, appears with furprifing dig- 
nity. > Her beams were heavenly, and might 
have been cxpeSed to fliine long, with uncloud- 
^ luftre ; but, ah ! how- dark ancl gloomy the 
fcene is become ! See her fair bofom fwelling 
"with killing and unmerited pain. That inno- 
cence that needs not fear any eye, nor dread the 
glare of day j that great guardian of virtue, in, . 
^his difgraceful cafe^ finds neither credit nor 
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compaffion. Like a metiial flave, this treafurc 
of virtue, is led to the forum. There the un- 
righteous judge had already appeared, and ivhat 
was to be expefted from a wretch who had laid 
his confcience afleep, and, as a flave to Infamj, 
had already, devoted this unfortunate maid to 
ruin. Who could behold her in fuch imniinent 
danger, and remain callous ? Who could look 
at h6r face, and obferve her eye overflow with 
the tears of diftrefs, like rolling wave^ chacing 
each other, where formerly pure affeftion darted 
its enlivening beam, — and not fincerely regret 
the transformation of the fcene ? " The glowing 
fjmpathy that feels, and kindly fpeaks the ac- ' 
cents of the heart,'* could not but fliare in her 
fufFerings, and forely lament to fee virtue fo 
confpicuou^ fo cruelly opprefled. But as the 
infamous name of Appius mufl: exditeuniverfal 
abhorrence, to dwell longer on this uncommon 
cataftrophe, can be no pleafant talk to any 
perfon tinftured with the leafl: colour of hu- 
manity. 

Having no particular characters in view in 
thefe delineations, and no other defign than to 
reprefent the difl;inclion which genuine virtue 

ought 
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ought to. introduce, inftead of pretending, to a 
correfponding key, or looking for a charafter to 
whom the imputation may belong, it is heft, in 
every cafe, to take care not to deferve the firfl^, 
and pray to God, that a copy of the laft may 
not be feen in our days, nor ever afted in our 
land. 

** A. good name," fays the great King of Ifrael, 
*' is better than precious ointment." The voice of 
fame furely deferves refpeft, and folid judge- 
ment will always think fo. Regularity of con- 
dud):, or confiftency of fentiment, can feldom 
arife, and will never continue - long on a falfe 
foundation : neither fiiall deceiving colours main- 
tain the credit of reality for any length of time. 
Envy, with low defigns, too often finds a fecret 
^ pleafure in eclipfing the*luftre it cannot reach ; 
but however artfully the dagger of detraftion 
may be direfted, it will generally mifs its aim, 
if truth forms no part of the -accufation. In 
the fober breaft, jiiftice erefts its throne, where, 
next to the approbatibn of an all-feeing eye, 
confcience occupies the charafter of a judge. 
In vain fliall the world acquit, when criminality 
is the refult of its decifion ; and if the inward 
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monitor freely abfolve, the falfe fentence whicb 
the 'tongue of malice may uncharitably pafs, 
ought to fit very eafy. On the female of charafter 
many gaze, not with a defign to copy her ele- 
gance, but to fearch f9r imperfeftions : and th^ 
fewer of thefe they difcover, the more fecure 
j^ill her beauty remain ; but the greater is their 
difappointment. Mankind, in a body, are not 
eafily impofed upon ; and the fame which dif- 
cretion, or an amiable line of conduft, never fails 
to eftablifli,^ will always bear an infpeftion, and 
always continue in eftimation. 3ut the female 
who confiders the public opinion as a matter 
of fpeculation or indifference, muft have depart- 
ed a great way from the path of common fenfe. 
A pane of glafs, when once broken, can never 
be cemented, fo as not to oSend the eye, or 
' efcape difcernment. It is much better to wear 
a meagre name, than an wounded virtue. Should 
a charafter have the misfortune to fuffer from 
feilfe afperfions, while innocence remains un- 
'fliaken, it will foon have its refurrcftlon and 
credit ; fpring up, with unwithered bloom, in 
its genuine vigour; and when once the re- 
proachful clouds are fcattered, its luflre^ inflead 

of 
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of fading from an. unmerited eclipfe^ will rather 
reach the meridian of beauty. " One hour 
changed the fetters of Jofeph into a chain of 
gold ; and he was honoured with the fecond 
chariot in Egypt !" Good offices torment ma- 
lice, much more than any other kind of revenge > 
for -when ill-deiigned perfons are once able ' to 
throw their opponent off the hinges of difcre- 
tion, then they are quite in their element, let 
tart -words fall, and fet inquiry at work ; but by ; 
bearing the ftorm patiently, the sirrows of pre- 
meditated ruin will at laft recoil on thofe who 
difcharged them, without any injury to the per- 
fon againfl whom they were direfted. Having 
flipped away rather abruptly from the alluiion to 
the pane of glafs, I fliall here give it another 
glance. The female charadler is equally delicate, 
and liable, when a flaw is vifible, to the fame 
rules of critieifm r like the bite of the tarantula, 
it can never be cured. Therefore ft^rling re- 
putation is truly no fmall ornament. Men of 
tile moft diffipated morals cannot always fup- 
poTt their own theory, at the expence of good- 
, nefs ; nor refufe their fecret tribute of refpedt 
to tlie female of finifhed qualifications.^ nor is 

L3 ^hQ 
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the heart of any fo wicked, as to confider virtue 
in reality as a piece of ufelefs furniture 5 how- 
ever much in their own vicious praftice they 
may afFeft to defpife it. The amiable female, 
who has given ftrong and repeated proo& of a 
correal tafte, and a fteady uniformity of morals, 
who blufhes not at the unfaQiionable epithets of 
piety and religion, nor is afhamed to be ranked 
in the antiquated number of thofe who will not 
lay afide fuch ornaments, for the fiieer of ridicule, 
or the laugh of the profligate, carries in her 
pofleflion a face of durable beauty, and a fhield 
of invincible iedurity. 

How ungenerous to reproach a female, when 
we ought to admire her virtufes. But it is a 
felf-evident truth, that uncommon difcretipn, or 
beauty of mind, is an open infult to inferior or 
hypocritical charafters. When thofe who have 
undervalued themfelves by impropriety of con- 
duSt, view the ' competition as beyond their 
. reach, and plainly obferve, that their own name 
and fame cannot procure them the fame refped, . 
nor rife to the fame ftandard of excellence. 
The confequence is, that they contemplate the 
female of naerit, with the fpiteful eye of envy; 

and 
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md that only for poffeffing advantages which 
feem to place their own folly fo much in view. 
Therefore, they feldom fail to watch narrowly, 
and if they find the leaft flaw, they foon pefter 
the world with the publication of it ; and the 
fruit of their induftry is ufually attended with 
large coounentary not^s, calculated either to 
divert the attention of others from the inconfi- 
ftency of their own condu£^, or, if poflible, to 
reduce a model of diftinguifhed qualities to the 
&me level with themfelves. But thefe are gla-. 
ring frailties, which carry in their train a ftrong 
tinAure of fpleen, without the leaft mixture of 
charity, emulation, or refinement. To the fe- 
male defirous of fupporting a fair reputation, 
difcretion would didate to fee fuch but feldom, 
and neither to covet their fpirit, nor excite theit 
malice. Thofe who intereft themfelves in failings, 
for which they are not to anfwer, tamifh the^ 
luftre of that humanity to which they might lay 
claim, if felf-diffidence was a little more natural 
to them. Many, in delineating the chara£ker of 
their acquaintances, give the picture all the dark 
colours of revenge, without a fingle {hade of 
^mpaffioni or Chriftian pharity% The refle6lion, 
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that probably they may have greater infintiitiesr 
of their own to reftify, is removed froAa their 
recoUefliony as a thought they ^o not c]iufe to 
entertain. But it would not be amifs for thpfe 
who are influenced by this humour, to coniidery 
at the time when they are waiitonly circulating 
their in,ve6lives, very likely on innocence, that 
by fuch unpolite, inelegant defcriptions, the 
complexion of their own hearts is lefs or more 
expofed to view. If thofe who are fo very fond 
of cenfure could be perfuaded to dw^ell more at 
home, probably the.' faults of others would not 
entertain them fo highly : for if we exped the 
fcreen of clemency, as a covering to our own im- 
perfeftions„ it is neceffary lo look with an eye of 
fympathy on thofe of others. Thefe leflbns of 
benevolence, if well learned, and regularly di- 
gciled, are all calculated to promote refped^ and 
procure happinefs. The female of difcretion 
will know all this ; and therefore, if the failings 
of her acquaintances come under the eye of her 
infpe£lion, fhe will make them a copy of in- 
ftruftipn to refine upon, and not a fubjefl: of cri- 
tlcifm to declaim againft* She fhows herfel£ 
the Chriftian by her language, as well as by her 

pra&ice* 
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praftice. She raifes herfelf to refpeS ; but it 
is by humanity and virtue, not by depreciating 
the charafter of others. In every circle, a fe- 
male, on her firft appearance, has her accom- 
plishments called in queftion; her merit haflily, 
and often uncandidly decided ; proportionable to 
the tafte or difpofition of the party, or the Illi- 
beral feiitiments of the rafli critic, who afpires 
at the privilege of a judge, and pafles fentence 
with atone of afTurance, equal to the Grand Seig- 
.nibr, or as if he himfelf were abfolutely perfeft. 
Even in this age of refinement, every female, 
ddfirous to maintain an unblemifhed charafler, 
will find that caution is not become an obfolete 
' term, but is fully as neceffary now as it was in 
preceding periods. A modeft engaging man- 
ner, a jaieek humane heart, in conne6lion with a 
ripe underflanding, though the richeft of jewels, 
(e2q)erience may convince us), do not always 
prove that rock of fecurity, or lafting refuge, 
that ignorance of mankind, or of the world, 
feem ready or willing to admit. Ungenerous 
criticlfms too often borrow their authority from 
deliberate mifchief, and extend their fatal in- 
fluience with the cruelty of favages. This dan- 
gerous 



gerous fpirit, or poverty of morals, Is not found 
inrthe vblume of charity, — but in the book of ill- 
nature 'y and, according to its Pagan text, human 
nature is at times exanuned, not with any grains 
of allowance for the imperfedlions incident to 
mortals, but rather as if they ought to pofTefs 
the perfe£lion of angels. Should a female regu- 
late her jcondu& by the rules of referve^ feem 
diflant and cautious, the epithet prude is liberal- 
ly beftowed on her ; if flie is agreeable, open, 
and un^fiFefted, the imputation of levity is pro- 
nounced, with equal impropriety. It were to be 
wifhed, this cenforious fafliion would efie&ually 
ceafe, and that proper encouragement were given 
to habits of plain honefty. 

I fliall fuppofe the fcene of aftion, for the fol- 
lowing narration, in the ifland of Man ; but whe- 
ther it is merely an ideal pifture, or the mate- 
rials of real occurrences, condufted by the ir- 
refiftible authority of a divine- hand, I will by no 
means ,take upon me to determine. Pofitively 
to fix the fignature of Truth, to aftions related 
vin the ftyle of romance, would be highly-impro- 
per, and far from treating that venerable figure 
with the refpeft due to its dignity. Though I 

do 
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do not recollea to have found any traces of the 
following ftory, in either hiftorjr or novels, yet 
I niuft acknowledge I have heard fomething that 
bore a ftrong refemblance to the principal cha- 
ra&ers ; but if its phyfiognomy hasnot undergone 
a complete repair,' it has at leaft the credit of a 
modem drefs. Allowing it to be nothing elfe 
but the child of fancy, pernicious confequences 
cannot poiSbly enfue from a defire of refining on 
mental beauty : for if the moral it inculcates 
reflefts the leaft credit on the intereft of virtue," 
or gives vice that degrading afped: which tends 
to produce diftafte, and prevent imitation, the 
painting cannot be detrimental to either law or 
gofpel. 

Peel is one of the towns in Man. And what 
though we ihbuld make Mr Griffin one of the 
principal charafters in this relation, with an 
eftate well cultivated, and free from all incum-* 
brances. And what if we fhould alfo fuppofe 
the old man, his father, lingering on a death,.bed, 
and quite emaciated, calling his only fon befoxe 
him to receive his laft bleffing and counfel, and 
addreffinghim in a ftrain fimilar to the following : 
'* My fon, liften to the voice of inftruftion. Did 

you 
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you ever hear an orator , treat his fubjeQ in a 
more pathetic ft jle, than the expreiUve eloquence 
of agitation^ ficknefs^ and death? The end of all 
motion is reft : the end of life is death* The 
fun rejoiceth in his progrefs, and fo does man in 
his ftrength ; but his ftrength continiieth not« 
He flourifhes for a while, and then vanifheth for 
ever. Eternity is a pleafing profpe& ; but 
what makes it fo ? only the reflexion of a well- 
fpent life. Therefore, my fon, if you wifh to 
triumph over the fear of difTolution, and to be 
put in pofTef&on of invariable happinefs, at the 
clofe of that important period, let fincerity 
dire6l your devotion, and conftant attention to 
equity charafterife your adlions ; let love to 
God, and benevolence to men, comprehend the 
fignification, and exemplify your belief of the 
foundeft, articles of Chriftian faith. To fly in 
the face of every facred obligation, is impiety 
in its moft glaring colours ; and exultation in 
fuch condu6l exhibits a pifture too dark to de- 
ferve approbation ; a pifture which few could 
have the infolence to recommend. Thofe who. 
give fugitive fliadows the place of folid fubftan- 
ces, or vaguely imagine that the rcfufe of their 
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days^ or the dregs of their years, is a fit offer- 
ing for their Maker, make an exceedingly un- 
juft calculation of the bufinefs. The beautiful 
colours, and engaging features, of him who is 
ripe in divine improvement, is a mark of dif- 
tinftion worthy of unfading laurels ; and which 
can fcaycely be heightened, unlefs it be by a con- 
trail with him'^who is grown old in fin. Agree^. 
able to the fyftem of learned fages, an honeft 
man (while oftentation is fuppreffed) will gain 
more by letting the world fee him as he is, than 
by ftriving to appear what he is not. Boafting 
is always thought to proceed from ignorance of 
the world, and on that accoxmt is confidered as 
a defedl in politenefs. Xenophon fays^ that 
praifes have a very mufical and charming accent 
from the mouth of another,' but arfe Very flat and 
untunable when they terminate in felf-exalta- 
tion. Profit or pleafure is t:he ruling principle, 
or animating power of all our purfuits. We 
all know, that whatever is leaft attended with 
feelings of remorfe, or grounds of repentance, 
muft claim the clofeft connedbion with happinefs : 
a command of temper, united with virtue and 
integrity,- poffcffes this inherent quality, and 

M therefore 
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therefore the cultivation of it is not only com- 
mendable, but abfolutely neceflary. Pjrrhus, a 
famous fencing-mafter, " when any fcholar came 
to learn his art, propofed, for the firft leflbn, to 
fubdue himfelf; for Anger, he obferved, 
would look where to ftrike, but not where to 
defend.'* Among other judicious inftrudlions, 
we may naturally fuppofe, that the matrimonial 
connexion would be recommended, and the cha- 
rafter of jthe female from. whom the greateft 
fliare of happinefs might be expected defcribed. 
Tafte bears a fignificant emphafis, and ought to 
be the predominant principle in an engagement 
of fo much importance* , Both the heart and eye 
fliould have fair play ; becaufe a gratification 
from any other confideration than that of fincere 
afFeftion, can afford only a precarious profpeft 
of happinefs ; for forced love can produce no 
pleafing efFeft. The fame fincerity that diredls 
the tongue of candor to. fpeak kind language, 
will engage the heart of humanity to gratify 
the hopes it has raifed. ' The fcriptures ftrongly 
recommend to follow peace with all (he world. 
The mode in which you may beft acq^uit your- 
felf, in the different relations of life, is clearly 
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ftjid beautifully delineated in the expreffive paged 
of infpiration. And the divine oracles are by 
far the beft commentary you can confult, in 
regard to your duty. • My fon, this is all I am 
able to fpeak, — may God be your friend. — I bid 
you adieu." 

The fon effeftually difcharged his duty to the 
remains of a kind and affeftionate parent, and in 
every refpeft condu£ie3 himfelf with a deg^-ee 
of decorum fuitable to the occafion. After for* 
row had begun to abate its Erft gloom, in order 
to regain his former cheerfulnefs, he refolved to 
give fbme of his acquaintances a call. A re- 
fpeftable family, of the hame of Manlius, had 
the honour of his iirff vifit. Mr Manlius was a 
gentleman of a pleafant manner, frank and face- 
tious, with whom he had long lived ,on a very 
friendly aind familiar footing. Having difcourfed 
upon various' topics, marriage at length became 
the fubjed: of their converfation. Mr Griffin 
argued much in favour of a voluntary compaft. 
He hinted, that arbitrary or cdmpulfive meafures 
might very well become the dharafter of flaves ; 
but, in a free ftate, was quite inconfiffient with 
the independent fpirit of virtue. He thought 

M 2 freedom 
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freedom of choice fhould always be allowed, un- 
lefs a ridiculous inclination made the connexion 
a matter of ridicule. In that cafe, he thought 
it requifite, and confiftent with found policy, to 
make ufe of every innocent ftratagem that could 
tend to divert the progrefs of an aflfedlion that 
prognofticatedmifcry in every view. Hethentnd- 
edhis harangue with aftiort comment on the beau- 
ty and good breeding of his friend's daughters. 
To two of my girls, fays the father, I intend 
giving a fortune; but as for the yoimgeft, I 
mean to aft contrary to the articles of your 
creed ; for whoever makes choice of her muft 
pay me down eleven hundred pounds. 

A demand fo Angular excited his curiofity. 
He had been acquainted with her befpre, and 
therefore required no great time to prove her 
quality. He found her behaviour and good 
fenfe, in every point, equal to her appearance' 
The money he made no fcruple to pay ; for he 
plainly faw flie was a jewel of ineftimable value. 
After fettling thefe premifes with the father, he 
went to acquaint the yoimg lady with this ex-, 
traordinary tranJGa£tion. He niodeftly intimated, 
fUat he had made a purchafc of her ; but told 
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her at ^e fame time, that, notwithftandins: of 
what had happened, he was refolved to take no * 
advanilglge of her inclination : And fo far frcwn 
infifting on the fulfilling of this engagement, or. 
laying the leaft reftraint upon her tall^^he ve^ 
formed her, that from that moment Ihe was at 
liberty to chufe for herfelf . She politely tjianked^ 
hinci for his partiality ; and added, that whatever 
clouds might often concur to eclipfe the luilre of 
fincere affeftion in fuch circumftances, on her 

- .V 

fide no remaining gloom darkened the profpe£l:> 
had any traces of exiftencc, nor was the infor- 
mation in the leaft difagreeable to her. She 
ftill further obferved, that flie had but one heart 
and one face, and thefe flie would give him along 
with her hand, without the leaft hefitation, 
whenever he pleafed to make the demand. 
Taking hep at her word, the minifter was fent 
for, and they were immediately made happy. 
Her luftre, like the morning ftar, dazzled all 
around. Her many virtues daily gained credit, 
and increafed in beauty. But an unhappy acci- 
dent drew the curtain of unexpe&ed difafter, 
over the fair profpeS of the:ir profperity, and 
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nipt haftily in the tud, all the flowery of their 
future joy. 

A captain, of the name of Hark^craft^ bad 
anchored his fliip at no great diftance from this 
elegant dome, where virtue fat fmiling in every 
corner, and wore the garb of felicity ev^ry hour 
of the day, A wintry blaft unfortunately 
wafted him aboard, The captain aiid he began 
freely to tafte the juice of the vine. The jovial 
glafs went brifkly around ; and as the liquor be- 
gan to operate, it gave their tongues an addi* 
tional volubility. Mr Griffin, as he might 
with great propriety, enlarged handfomely on 
the various endowments of his valuable partner. 
But the captain faid he fufpeclfed much the ex- 
travagance of his eftimation ; and to give plau- 
fibility to his fuggeftion, he had recourfe to na- 
tural fimilitudes. The filver and drofs are not 
difcriminated, he obferved, till they undergo an 
experiment in the refiner's furnace j by the fame 
rule, virtue untried cannot claim the honour of 
being genuine. The otheF aflVired him, that he 
was perfedly convinced of his wife's fideUty ; 
and, would not hefitatfe a moment to pledge his 
eftate againfl his fliip and cargo; that he would 
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find from any experiment he chofe to make, the 
reprefentation noway exaggerated .« The captain 
took him at his word, and a legal bond was im- 
mediately written, and figned before witneffes, by 
both parties. Mr Griffin was to remain on 
board till the time agreed upon for the execu- 
tion of the plot fliould expire, without giving 
the leaft inftruftion to his wife, or divulging 
the fecret. The captain declared, he would 
cheerfully fulfil his part of the engagement, if 
in two days he did not accompjifh. his point. 
Money, which is but too ready in every country 
to procure accomplices in the caufe of vice, was 
not without influence in this tranfa£tion. He 
foon found ways ' and means to gain the good 
opinion of Mrs Griffin's nurfe ; Sly-cut was not 
very fqueamifh in hex principles, being one of thc^e 
creatures that would do any thing for pelf. ^ She 
began her , attack with grofs equivocation, made 
her believe that one of her friends had found a 
cheft with blankets on the fliore, and alledged^ 
that it could not in the leaft feem a matter rf 
furprife, that, in cafe of a fearch, flie thought it 
would be perfeftly fecure, with a character of 

her confcqucnce 5 and declared, that flie would 

cfteen^ 
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efleem the indulgence a particular favour, if fhe 
would fuffer it to remain in her bed-room for 
one night. Sufpefting no colour of treacherj, 
this amiable charafter at once gave her confent 
to the propofal ; and, under the darknefs of 
night, this neft of mifchief was conveyed to her 
apartment. A hole was made oppofite to his 
eye, where he might take his obfervatiohs ; and 
an iniide lock^ that he could open at pleafure, 
gave him every neceffary fecurity. 

At the proper hour of reft, this virtuous 
beauty kneeled before her God, to exprefs her - 
gratitude, and implore the continuation of his 
mercy. After having fihilhed her devotion, flie 
began to undrefs ; «nd this monfter of iniquity 
was all attention. The vifible mark of a key 
on her breaft, which was a figure very uncom* 
mon, furprifed him lefs than her bright appear- 
ance, and compofed manner. Before fljie lay 
down, he faw her take a purfe from her pocket, 
and put it into a cheft of drawers ; a prize which 
this demon of mifchief looked upon as already 
in his clutches. So foon as he found this pa- 
tronefs, of virtue fafely aihore on the land of 

ceft^ be ftole from his dsetcftabk cabin, to look 

for 
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for plunder.: He fearched the drawers, and foon 
fecured whatever iie found anfwerable to his 
purpofe ; but when her profile and purfe fell 
Into his unhallowed hands, he quietly retired to . 
his lurking place, having enough for his purpofe 
in poffefHon. At the dawn of day, the cheft 
was removed, and this ravenous wolf once more 
fet at liberty. Exulting in his wickednefs, he 
haftened aboard, and boailed of favours he could 
never have obtained : declared he had made 
great progrefs in the fcience of aftronomy, and 
expe&ed he would admit his prafHce of aftrolo- 
gy, from the fliape of the key on his wife's 
breafl. He appealed to himfelf, if that difcovery 
was not a fuflicient proof, that he flood fecure in 
her favour. The other objefted to it as a piece 
of information he might eafily acquire, without 
the leaft acquaintance with her. Producing her 
profile and purfe, I hope then this will convince 
you of my conqueft ; as being argumentam ad 
feminam ,• and added, that flie was much pleafed 
with his company, and wiCied him to r^eat 
his vifits as often as he could make- it Iponve- 
nieiit. The poor infatuated hufband could not 
jrefift the evidence, but fwallowed this do^rine 

without 
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without the fmalleft doul^t. He aded ho part 
of the prudent, honeft, and ingenuous hufband : 
for, without naentioning the matter to his wife, 
or giving her the leaft hint of his fufpicion, like 
a poor filly fool", he delivers his charter to the 
captain, and into the truth of his report made 
no further inquiry. He applied to this raga- 
muffin for fome of his hands, who got ready at 
command, when the biifinefs was clearly under- 
ftood; for he was fliaking with fear, left by 
fome accident his villany ihould be difcovered. 
Having made all things fnug, Mrs Griffin's 
confent was foon obtained, to accompany them 
to what flie thought a party of pleafure ; but it 
was a cruel ftratagem that haftened her fteps 
into complicated mifery. They made away 
with her from the land, and reaching a barren 
rock at fome diftance from fhore, left her alone, 
to make her complaint to the wilds and waves. 
Her tears and entreaties were entirely fruitlefs, 
and had no efFeft on the inhuman favages, to 
whom her landing was intrufted. She was 
fcarcely an hour in this unpleafant fituation, 
however, when flie faw a fhip in full fail, 
coming near to the place where flie was ; and 

kind 
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kind Providence, which often works miracles in 
critical moments, foon appeared to alleviate her 
calamity, and to convert her darknefs into light. 
A hoop, which the rolling wave, *in compafSon 
for het diftrefs, drove within her reach, was 
employed, with her handkerchief at one eiid of 
it, as a fignal of diftrefs j and her little flag was 
foon obferved. The captain, whofe name was 
'Titus Fairline, was by no means deftitute of 
virtue or humanity, and therefore fent his boat 
and hands immediately to her relief; and bore 
clofe to the wind, till ftie was fafely, brought 
aboard. The honeft tars, without the leaft co- 
lour of charity, (as the accountihe gave of her- 
felf was not altogether fatisfadlory), concluded, 
that fhe was only a fafliionable woman .of the 
town^ who having committed fome Jiiux pauxf 
had been left upon that account, and not for the 
building of a church. As foon as her tears had 
ceafed to flow, the captain, who fupp9fed them 
to have proceeded from the danger flie waS in, 
rather than from a fenfe of injured innocence, or 
any delicacy of fcntiment fhe might poflefs, 
began to make propofafe, quite too indelicate • 
for the modeft ear of his female paffenger. 

She 
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She {eemed to bear them with fome degree oi 
patience, till he forgot that decency of language, 
and that meafure of refpedl, which virtue, con- 
fcious of its dignity^ naturally expedls ; but then 
file thought it perfedly requifite to aflirme a little 
courage, and addrefs him with becoming firm- 
nefs. " Sir, you feem to be very well verfed in 
the rudiments of raillery ; but- fuch language as 
yours, like wild birds notes, can never be 
brought to any regular mufic. Theogitiis the 
poet obferves, that it is a great ijurden to a 
lover o^ prattle to hold his tongue ; but to fpeak 
without the leaft ihadow of wit or common fcnfe, 
mult be equally burdenfome to his company. 
Obfcene language is a breach of politenefs, 
ihocks reafon, and dcftroys morality. It is true, 
the fituatio];L in which you found me might give 
countenance to various conje'dures. To figures 
any way uncommon, either in the heavens, or 
on the earth, people are ready to annex what 
meaning they pleafe. Human aftions, which 
admit of the leaft fufpicion, are often blackened 
with an erroneous conftruftion, ahd the colours 
given them by him who attempts to , unravel 
their jnjit^rious parts^ ihew lefs or more of his 

o^^•B 
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d'wn difpofition. I am truly fenfible that, as my 
deliverer, I owe you many obligations. But i£ 
you fuppofe or expe£l that I am to repay this a6l 
of humanity at the expence of my honour and 
virtue j you will find yourfelf much miftaken. 
I fliall not hefitate one moment to execute the 
part of Lucretia, if you perfift in meafures fo 
deftruftive to the peace of my mind. It is true^ 
I am in your power ; but if you offer to abufe 
that power, you muft anfwer at the bar of God, 
for fuch a complication of cruelties. Be not fur- 
. prifed at the boldnefs of my language : for feve- 
rity, at times, is abfolutely neceffary, to guard 
honeft women froni irreparable injury ; not #nly 
as you ufe your lead to guard you againfl falfe 
foundings, but as veneration doth facred things, 
which often deters the jnoft daring of naen 
from treating Heady virtue with infolence. 

To the (laves of vice, contemplations of g(i* 
nuine refinement are feldom familiar. All thofe 
figures which are written out in the language 
of folly, or which immorality records in the 
mind, tend to produce cloudy reflections ; and 
the premium* they beftow, are only the blufhes 

N of 
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{\i^rtie. Suffer me further tp repeat the 
•^ u of a great poet and a Chriftian : 

" Afpiring youth, 
C^y'ivt to refift the fyrcn voice of vice, 
T ^t jioiie of ber inchantments draw thee ou 
'£-0 .Tuiicful iliores,- nor meads of fatal joy. 
\Vhen wifdom proilrate lies, the foolifli foul 
Js wrapt in yifions of unreal blifs ; 
. ^nd fading fame diflblves in air away : 

Xhcn 'tis too late to feize the prize of virtue." 

The captain, finding a different character from 
vehat he expefted, immediately altered bis tone j 
and began to treat her with all the politenefs of 
v'hich he was iHafter. Fronni his mild and 
agreeable manner, flie was made to believe, fliQ 
had nothing further to fear from him : And* he 
made fuch handfome apologies for his rude be- 
haviour, as werQ fufficieat to convince her, that 
be was neither deftitute of found fenfe nor hu- 
manity. He told her, though his curiofity was 
fo much . a.wakened, that it woi)ld have been 
more than an ordinary gratification, to have 
been favoured with her real hiftory, • ftill he 
wilhed for no part of it which required a veil. 
And though he had no defire to purchafe infor- 
j pjatiou 
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ination at the expence of creating pain fo ano- 
ther ;^yet he would thank her for a candid reply 
to one fingle queftion, viz. If £ver flie was 
inarried, or if her hufband was in life ? to 
which flie anfwered in the alEfnaative When 
he underftood flie had no money, he took the 
Opportunity, when flie was upon deck, of writ- 
ing a card, in "which he inclofed twelve guineas, 
wrapped it up in a pound of tea, and, when jufl:' 
going afliore, infifted flie would accept of it, 
and examine its contents when flie was at lei- 
fure : which flie accordingly did, and unexpefl:- 
edly^ found herfelf miftrefs of a very great tre^^* 
fare. Her heart fwelled with joy and grati- 
tude ; and, in her prayers to Heaven, the hap- 
pinefs of her generous benefaftor was fincerely 
remembered. She foon got herfelf neatly 
equipped in a male drefs, which file fuppofed 
■would prove a greater fecurity to her than her ' 
own» Having travelled fo far into the country, 
that no report with regard to herfelf could 
eafily overtake her, flie began to inquire for a 
mafter, and was foon received into the fervice 

of. Lord G . Being poflefled of the beft of 

breeding, and exceedingly handfome, flie was . 

N a foon 
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loon noticed, and of confequence brought to 
attend the table After flie had been fome time 

in the family, Ladjr G began to eye young 

Blyth-fame, which was the name flie gave her- 
felf, as a much greater favourite than a fervant. 

Havmg taken the advantage of Lord G 's 

abfence, flie began with propofals which requi- 
red categorical anfwers, and were fully as plain 
as they were pleafant. Blyth-fame, at firft, 
afted as if the language had been imintelligible, 
and the fignals dif played above her capacity to 
comprehend. There is a vifible modefty or 
bafhfulnefs, which commonly accompanies ho- 
neft women: thofe who weigh their thoughts 
and manner in the fcale of difcretion/ arc eaiily 
kno-WTi ; and by the reverfe of the fame propo- 
iltion, the condu£^ of this Amarilles fpoke a 
glaring deficiency in the laws of virtue and 
common prudence ; foi flie feemed ta have held 
in contempt every colour of modefty. Blyth- 
fame, after conquering this gale of furprife, ad- 
dreffed her in a ftyle as unexpcdted as it was 

feafonable : " The tendernefs of Lord G 

to you, upon every occafion, merits a return 
the very reverfe of your conduft to-day. Think 

of 
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of him this moment as jour hufband ; think of 
him as he deferves ) and I a^m perfuaded, jou 
will bluffa at the thought of afting a part fo un- 
generous, fo inconfiftent with the dignity which 
a character of your confequence ought tb main- 
tain, and ^ with the homage to which. affedion 
like his, i& truly entitled. .Without*honour and 
mutual kindnefs, femily-happinefs caniiot rife to 
refpe^, nor continue long to fubfift ; and the 
fruit of thefe venerable virtues is as much 
efteemed by every honeft heart, as treachery, or 
yielding to every temptation, is deteflable and 
bafe. We are fure that it is not the fpinning, 
nor the quirking of a fyllogifm, that gives any 
weight to an argument, or any beauty to a cha-* 
radier in the prefence of our God. No intereft 
is equal to that of fincerity, for gaining his ap- 
probation ; and if w^ would preferve the affec- 
tion of thofe' with whom we are any way fami* 
liar, the fame argument ftill holds good : for it 
is only by clofe application to the laws of virtue, 
and by mild generous offices, that wfe can hope 
for 'fuccefs. Therefore let me reconamend to 
youT perufal, the advice of Poldnius in Hamlet, 

N3 '*The 
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" The friend 'thou haft, and his adoption tried, 
Grapple him to thy foul with hoops of fteel." 

It is a great misfortune, when rank neglefts 
that Patrician fpirit of refinement, which is the 
true, and ought to be the diftinguifliing oma-' 
ment of dignity. For it is lamentable enough, 
when birth, and a confpicubus ftation, look down 
with a carelefs eye on moral beauties, or con- 
fider virtue and decency as a ceremony they 
may eafily ftep over. Though pupils of this 
degrading clafs have appeared in every age, 
and wilj no doubt continue fo to do till the end 
of the chapter, that does not in the leaft exte- 
nuate the folly, nor juftify the praftice. And 
every fenfible perfon will readily allow, that 
the lefs fuch models are copied, fo much the 
better. It is furely a delightful profpedi to fee 
emulation prevail among all ranks, in venera- 
ting the faded bond of afFedlion, which unites 
mankind in the various relations in which they 
Hand to each other ; and thofe who revere every 
link, calculated to maintain its ufefulnefs and 
beauty unblemiflied, merit the regard of Heaven, 
and the admiration of the world around them. 

I 
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I might ealiljr multiply examples, from the 
annals of diiFerent nations^ of charadlers whofe 
memory and virtuous aAions, were defervedly 
extolled and immortalijTed by the hiftorians of 
their age and coimtry. 

Suffer me to repeat an extraordinary report 
fent to the Emperor of China : " Agreeable to 
the order of your Majefty, for erecting monu- 
ments to the honour of women, who have been 
celebrated for their continency, filial piety, or 
purity of manners, the viceroy of Canton re- 
ports, that, in the town of Sinhvei, a beautiful 
young woman, named. Leang, facrificed herfclf 
to fave her virtue. . In the i jth year of our 
Emperor Canghi, fhe was dragged by pirates 
into their fhip ; and having no other way to 
efcape their barbarity, flie threw herfelf head- 
long into the fea, being impelled by a momen- 
tary impulfe of preferring honour and virtue to 
life itfelf. We purpofe, according to your 
Majefly's order, to ereft a triumphal arch for 
that jroung woman, and to engrave her ftory 
upon it, that it may be prefervqd in perpetual 
remembrance." I now conclude this plain ho- 
j;if?ft exhortation, by no other apology, than 

afTuring 



aiTuring^ you, that^ if you have judgemeilt 
enough to keep your own fecret, I fliall never 
be the trumpeter of your folly ; providing you 
give me no further trouble upon this fcore." 
Nptwithftanding of this friendly counfel, l^ord 
G no fooner reached home, than Blyth- 

fame had her charafter blackened by the fouleft 
afperfions. Colours of depravity were eafily 
borrowed from an ov^r-heated imagination, to 
make her name and drefs appear perfe&ly awk- 
ward. The nobleman^* quite enraged, thought 
even hanging too lenient a- puniihment. She 
was foon lodged in a gloomy apartment, that 
perhaps never had the honour of fuch a gueft, 
Therefult of her trial was hamjhment for life. 
She wrote a letter with her own hand to Lord 
G , pleaded genteelly for a perfonal inter- 
view, infifted much that he would condefcend 
to vifit her^ with two trufty witneffes ; and en- 
gaged to produce fuch proofs of innocence, as he 
himfelf would readily admit. The folicitation 
was penned with fuch efFeftual arguments, as " 
would have moved humanity lefs genuine than 

Lord G ^s. 

Asfoon as he appeared before her^ flic told 

' him, 
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him^ that nothing but the utmoft neceffity could 
ever have Induced her to make a difcovery 
^which could not fail to wound the feelings o£ 
one whom ihe truly efteemed ; and, to be fliort, 
gave him to underftand, that his own happinefs 
could not but be greatly impaired^ from the in- 
formation fhe had to communicate. She then, 
with ilndiffembled modelly,difcovered her breall ; 
and added, that ihe was an unfortunate female^ 
.doomed to fall under the imputation of crimes 
ihe neither, did, nor ever would wifh toxx)mmit. 
Her language was now powerful enough to give 
her relation that colour of veracity, which hu% 
a few days before it could not command* 

Jjord G admired her much, and went even 

fo far as to make hqnourable propofals ;— but 
when he found (he could not accept of his offer, 
he without delay paid her three hundred pounds, 
for the unmerited injury her chara&er had fufr 
fered. She then made hafle to leave a place fo 
hoftile to her reputation, and where many ftrange 
reports were blazed abroad, with incredible rapi- 
dity. She polled fome days, without meeting a, 
fingle adventure, worthy of notice. Overtaking 
at laft, upon the toad, one of thofe who perforn^ 
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the office of a folicitor in courts of equit j, fte 
engages him to mftruft her in the efientials of 
,/his profeffion. She made fuch rapid progrefs in 
the ftudy of law, that fhe was fooil everj where 
admired ; having all the graces that Chefterfield 
gives to Marlborough, without the leaft title to 
the oppofite charge, of being erhinentl j illiterate. 
As foon as flie took up bufinefs for herfelf, in 
the line of an Attorney, an amazing fuccefs pui*- 
fued her, and fame attended her banner where- 
cver file appeared. Preffing bufinefs foon called 
her to a diflant part of the country. When flie 
had reached^ the place of *her deftination, flie 
found; in the houfe where flae lodged, a poor 
man, 'who had been, in fome menial office about 
the family,: feized with a fevere colic, and 
thought at the point of death. Blyth-fame, 
whofe humanity had fuiFered no diminution 
from her good fortune, was exceedingly attentive 
to him, and adminiftered cordials that gave im- 
mediate relief. But how great was her plea- 
fur^ and furprife, when flie got a full view of 
her patient, and read Theophilo Griffin in 
every feature of hisuface. She afked, if ever he 
had a female friend ? He replied, that he. had, 

and 
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and that her name was ,Agnes Maalius. She 
then propofed to engage him for her fervant ; 
but at the fame time, gave him to underftand, 
that the would onlj employ a faithful attentive 
perfbn, and a man of charafter. He told her 
file might depend upon his honeftj. Well, faid - 
fli^, that is v/ith me the principal requifite, 
and an apology for a variety of foibles, v She 
then inquired' into the charafter of the family ; 
of which he gave her this candid defcription : 
Mr and Mrs True-faith disfigure not their 
creed ; for it is not on particular days, nor yet 
for particular purpofes, that they ufe the articles 
of their religion : no, they are in reality what 
Xhey profefs to be, plain, honeft, and induftrious 
charafters, free from all guile and deceit. 

But it will be neceffary, before I proceed fur- 
ther in the bufinefs^ continued' fhe, to know the 
fentiments of your mafter and miftrefs. This 
point was fpeedily fettled ; for the matter v/as no 
fooner underffood, than their confent was freely 
obtained. She then and there met with a va- 
riety of pleafant incidents, and, among others, 
found Captain Fairline, in the perfon of .her 
client ; a 4ifcovery which tcndc^. to intereft her 

feelings. 
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ffeelings, and ftrengthen her exertions in his 
caufe. His owners were q,ttempting to defraud 
hipi of a thoufand pounds, and had hired all 
the pettifoggers of that place againfl him ; when 
he was advifed to write for Bljth-fame, whofe 
reputation was current every where. Blyth- 
. fame had all the technical terms of the law fo 
pat, that flie foon confounded her opponents, 
and gained the plea, with expences. The honeft 
captain was much taken with the ahilities of his 
lawyer, and told him to make his own terms. 
Captain Fairline, faid flie, the gdherofity and 
goodnefs of your heart I well know ; and as 
there is none prefent but purfelves, to convince 
you that I have not the leaft doubt of your 
honour, allow me to inform you, that I am the 
very female you took from the rock, and for 
whom you inclofed the twelve guineas in a pound 
of tea. You jnuft promife me inviolable fecre- 
fy ; and this is all the fee I den^and. A gold 
watch, and a diamond ring, he would infiil 
upon her accepting as a prefent : and then they 
parted in -admiration of each other. She and 
her fervant went home, with an intention to 
fettle all her bufinefs, and return to her native 

country. 
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country. At loifure hours, flie diverted herfelf 
very much with Theophilo, and appeared upon 
a more familiar footing with him, — than he had 
any title to expedl. She came home one day in 
great glee, and told him, flie had got flattering 
news for him, which were worth a whole hand- 
ful of money. She faid, flie had been looking 
out a wife for him, and had pitched upon a very 
handfome girl, with whom, flie was perfuaded, 
he would live quite happy. The poor man 
could only anfwer her at firft with tears ; but 
at lafl: he exclaimed, Alas ! alas ! all my happi- 
nefs of that kind is already decided. You feem, 
continued fhe, to take the matter fo ferioufly, 
that your complaint muft furely arife from feme 
extraordinary caufe. To you, Mr Blyth-fame, 
I fliould open my breaft without referve ; and 
from the familiarity with which you have treat- 
ed me, fuch confidence you might very naturally 
exp^ft : for fince the firft day of my engagement 
with you, the fcene of my life is not more 
changed, than the difpofitlon of my mind: my 
enjoyments are pregnant with inexpreflible tran- 
quility, I have truly experienced more unin- 
terrupted pleafure in one hour, than I bad tafted 

O for 
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for feveral years. But, after all, I know, that, 
for the crime I have committed, you will think 
I ought to be difcharged from your fervice, as a 
wretch unworthy of compaflion ; while, at the 
fame time, yout goodnefs of heart will incline 
you to pity my misfortunes. To complain of 
difafters on fome. particular occafions, faid his 
mafter^ is quite allowable ; but to bear adverfity 
with fortitude and filent refignation, is manly ; 
nay, it is more than manly, for it raifes human 
nature above mortality. Think of the animating 
fentiments of him who divinely exclaimed, 

" Were I as tall as reach the fky, 
Or gialp the ocean in a fpan, 
I would be mcafur*d by my foul ; 
The mind's the ftandard of the i6an." 

Or, in other words, " My hand I fafteh on the 
ftars, and bid earth roll, nor feel her idle whirl," 
You may thoughtlefsly fuppofe, the complexion 
of your troubles fo dark and umifual, that others 
cannot feel the emotion of kindred fympathy, 
nor a compaffionate wifli to fliare in your cares ; 
but fuch a fuppofition is rafli and ungenerous, 
and therefore ough^: not to be juadulged. Faith 

recommends 
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recommends to our attention, the model of aU 
refinement. If he who is a ftranger to imper- 
feftion, bears with the beft of us, we ihould 
frequently refleft on his mildnefs and patience ; 
and endeavour, as much as poffible,^ to imitate 
and exemplify the fame difpofition to our fel* 
low-fufferers. Sorrows are made light bj flia- 
ring them ; and perhaps jour crime may not ap- 
pear to me in the fame dark colours, with 
which the painting of a gloomy imagination, 
lyhich is ever apt to exaggerate the leading linea- 
ments of the piSure, may reprefent it to your- 
felf. To feed continually on melancholy or 
cloudy images, is quite unfuitable to the dignity 
of a Chriftian ; neither is it paying proper re- 
fpeft to the Author of our mercies, who giveth 
us all things liberally to enjoy, and upbraideth 
not, Indullry is neither calculated to create 
pain, 'nor to fow the feed of affliftion, (which 
is a plant of fpontaneous growth), but the balm 
which religion kindly imparts to the dejefted 
fpirit ; and if it »cannot completely heal the 
wound, it will at leaft abate its pain, by enga- 
ging the body in fome ufeful exercife, or the 
mind in fome fuitable train of thought. Al- . 
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though the child may be out of temper with the 
parent, for refufing at certain times the gratifica- 
tion of his rancy ; yet he may be made fenfible^ 
at a future period, how faiuch the judgement of 
the father was preferable to his own ; and of 
the gratitude he owes him for the intereft he 
took in his happinefs. Unexpefted tre'afures 
may fall into the hand of a mifer, and princes 
may confer public honours on whom they pleafe ; 
but the inheritance of a virtuous name, and the 
veneration of Tages, are badges of diftinftion . 
which muft in fome meafure be the fruit o£ 
our own exertions, rather than of accidental cir- 
cumftances. The man diat would be truly rich, 
fays Seneca, mufl not fo mXich increafe his for- 
tune, as ftudy to retrench iiis luxury. There- 
fore, in place of nurfing a fpirit of difcontent, 
how much more commendable is it, whatever 
our fituation may be, to praftife the leiTons of 
Ghriftian philofophy. Should we only take the 
trouble to compare notes with many around us 
in the world, in all probability, we might often 
fee caufe not to repine, but rather to be thank- 
ful for our own fitjiation. It is a command of 
temper that conftitutes.tlie charaSer of all he- 
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ro€S ; and it is a great comfort^ as w^ll as an 
obj^id worthy of particular attention, tliat if 
w^ are not wholly exempted from fufFerings, 
our condiifl: under them fhould be fuch, as to 
declare that we wifli to remove -the caufe of 
their continuatioii. I hope you are now fully 
jperfuaded, that I am inclined rather to mitigate 
your prefent complaint, than to create you new 
diilreiles ; and therefore I expeft you will favour 
me with a free, and candid relation of a difap- 
pointment that feems to have been attended 
with particular incidents. 

He then began, and gave her a minute detail 
of the whole bufinefs between himfelf and 
Dari'Craft, The treachery of the nurfe rofe 
to her view in all its deformity ; and flie felt in 
her bofom a' glow of difpkafure, which required 
all her difcretion to conceal. However, flie cj^ll- 
ed to her aid all tlie philofophy of which flie 
was miftrefs ; and affuming, as mtich as (he was 
able, the air of a difinterefted perfon, made ufe 
of fome tender expreffions, in a condoling ftrain, 
aiTared him of the continuation of her efteem and 
patronage ; and added, that his integrity, flie 
. thought, defer ved a miieilr better fete than that 
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of the cruel injury he had met with. '* But Theo* 
philo, " faid ihe," your wife may be ftill alive.'* 
His reply gave a negative to the fuppofition : 
^* What would you fay, if that odious fellow 
had impofed upon your credulity, and found 
ways and means to Ileal the articles he pro- 
duced to you, as a proof of your wife's incon- 
tinency. If you was convinced of this, how 
would you treat him ?" I would pray God to 
give him a fight of his wickednefs, and think 
he had a&ed a bafe part indeed. *^ The refinement 
of your mind, I cannot help admiring ; for fure- 
ly that generous benevolent fpirit, that tramples 
down revenge, that triumphs over premeditated 
villany, or filences the clamour of its enemies, 
is entitled to efteem, though bewildered by rafti 
credulity. I muft own, that I feel myfelf much 
interefted.in your caufe ; and as I intend foon to 
vifit that part of the world, I will ufe every ex- 
ertion to recover your eftate." Theophilo had no 
great. inclination to appear in a place where his 
misfortunes had been fo complicated and uncom- 
mon ; but Blyth-fame infifled.upon his going, and 
in his prefent charafter of a fervant. ^ When 
they reached her faih«r's houfe, the whole fa- 
mily 
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fniij- attacked the bafe mai^y as they called him, 
and threatened to make an end of him, without 
either judge or jury/ Upon your peril, touch 
him even with one of your fingers, faid flie, he i^ 
my fervant, and if he has committed any aftion 
out, of character, juftice is open, and the law of 
the land mull either acquit or condemn him. A 
-warrant to apprehend him was immediately ob- 
tained. Blyth-fame attended him to his place 
of confinement ; and when fhe took her leave, 
recommended refignation and a good heart ; for 
that flie would fee him foon, and fafely fet at 
liberty. She thought it was perfeftly requrfite 
to fecure Dark-craft; and went herfelf with the 
party to execute the warrant. She furprifed 
liim over a jo\aal bowl, with his frothy compa- 
nions ; told him, that his villany w^as fully de- 
tc£ted, and vengeance ready to take hold of him. 
The keys and the charter were immediately fc- 
cured; and when fhe came to the apartment 
where her own nurfe lay fick, fhe dould fearccly 
reftrain her indignation. "You wicked woman," 
ihe exclaimed, ** you are a difgrace to your fex : 
what could have tempted you to treat your 
fofter child with fuch \mmerited barbarity? 

Yov 
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You are in a few days to appear before God, 
the righteous judge of all, whom you have 
egregioufly offended : I pray that he may have 
mercy upon your foul, and meet you with a' dif- 
ferent treatment from what you gave her." She 
made a candid confejQlon of her guilt ; and the 
taking down of her depofition did not in the 
leaft leflen her horroc: confufion and terror 
every moment ftared her in the face, and in the 
greateft agony flie fobn expired. Againft Dark^ 
crafty the proof was fo clear, that he could not 
efcape ; He was feptenced to be hanged. The 
judges and lawyers were quite ailoniflied at the 
eloquence and addrefs of Blyth-fame ; but, not- 
withftanding of this, the firft day of ,Grifl5n's 
trial, produced no great caufe of exultation. 
After the Court was difmiffed, Blyth-fame made 
up to Mr Manlius, praifed his horfe very much, 
and afked what might be his value? Thirty- 
guineas, he replied. She immediately paid the 
money \ and as foon as fiie had deliverance, fhe 
took a piftol out of her pocket, and fhot the 
liorfe dead upon the fpot. Mr Manlius feemed 
to he out of temper at this mad a£):ion, as he 
call(5d it. J^Iyth-fame told him, fhe would 

foon 



foon make a public reply to his obfervatlon, 

Againfl next court-day, flie begged the judges 

attention to a particular circumftance ; then re- 

la ted the altercation between herfelf and Mr 

Manlius ; and alkied, if they thought her conduft 

any way culpable, or deferving of puniftiment ? 

The prevailing voice declared in her favour. 

Well, faid flie, by the fanje rule of reafoning, 

this man mull come off clear. I underftand he 

has paid ten or eleven hundred pounds for his 

wife ; and if he had (hot her as I did my horfe, 

who could blame him ? I {hould think the man 

that fold her ought to be the very laft perfon 

that ihould open his lips upon the fubjeft. 

The matter had been fo nicely ftated, th^ nei^ 

ther judges nor jury had any fgruple to acquit 

him. She then made a full difcovery of herfelf, 

in open court. Theophilo, you have now by 

the hand Agnes Manlius ; after breaking afun- 

der the clouds of falfe accufation, we are now 

upon a level ; for if once you made a purchafe 

of me,, I have now faved your life. She then 

looked to the judges, and expreffed a wiih, not 

to take poffeffion of her eftate, with her hands 

imbrued in the blood of Dari^cra/t, She then 

pleaded 
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pleaded for a mitigatiou of his fentence ; whicli 
was accordingly changed into perpetual banilh- 
ment. 

I fhall now leave Mr and Mrs Griffin in the 
country where I found them, and allow them 
thle quiet: enjoyment of their own eftate, with a 
conftant flow of invariable happinels : for I truly 
think they deferve no lefs. And as I mentioned 
in the beginning, tTiat the defcription is moftly 
indebted to the colours of imagination, and 
hot built upon fafts ; I fuppofe this apology 
will b^ deemed fufficient for the liberty I have 
taken, and free me from the charge of intended 
impofition. 

The moral it inculcates is quite plain : Though 
God, in his. wife Providence, and for ends beft 
known to himfelf, allows lawlefs proceedings to 
rage, and fon^etinies to prevail in the world; 
though virtue has frequently felt the infults of 
triumphant vice, and for a while been bafdy 
trampled under foot ; we fee it oftoHj by unac- 
countable windings, re-afcending from obfcurity, 
and coming mildly forward to view ; while the 
wickednefs of the wicked iflues in a fpeedy or 
difgraceful end. 

We 
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We fee the fibres of many falfe plots Won* 
derfullj traced through the dark fteps of artful 
contrivance, or fecret machinations ; and their 
deformit J expofed to the glare of day. 

The favour of God is always interefled in the 
caufe of virtue : even when ftruggling with the 
clouds of unmerited reproach, a confcioufnefs of. 
rectitude helps much to difarm the fting of 
trial ; and what ought to make the purfuit of 
virtue an objefl: of emulation is, that her vota- 
ries are, -or fliould be, adorned with trophies of 
unfading fame. 

Where true aiFedion takes a feat in the foul, 
and fincerity fecures the key of the heart, fuch 
progrefs will foon be manifeft^ that the face of 
die obje6t we love will feem to upl>raid us, if 
ever we entertain an improper idea ^ -^nd crimi- 
nal defires will labour in vain to meet with in- 
dulgence. The paffions of the human breaft 
are many, and no lefs various in their nature 
than the colours by which they are delineated. 
Artifice, under borrowed features, may ft retch 
its hand to grafp the prize that is not its due : 
But the malk, however artfully decorated, is too 
thin mid coarfe to fcrcen long from dete'dion 
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the deformity It would attempt to hide. And 
whenever we fee wicked defigners furprifed iu 
their own fnare, expofed in their own drefs, and 
difappointed of their fecret and infamous inten- 
tions, — we rejoice in fuch difcoveries, feel fin- 
cere pleafure at the efcape of innocence, and 
blefs that propitious power, who wifely over- 
rules th^ affairs of the world. To all fingular 
cafes we attend with a fort of enthuiiafm ; at 
the relation of intricate and interefting fcenes 
which touch tlie heart, the breaft glows with 
anxious emotions. When we fee juftice impar- 
tially adminiftered, integrity fn^tched from im- 
minent danger, and virtue meet with its defcrv- 
ed reward,— we find a gratification which yields 
us more than ordinary pleafure. In the firll 
book of Kings, ch. iii. 19. we fee a plain in- 
ftance of treachery completely detefted. With 
stftonifliment we behold the piercing judgement, 
and quick fancy, of the wife King of IfraeL 
Unbiafed integrity, ^onnefted with tender move- 
ments of humanity, are amiable qualifications in 
any charafter ; but much more fo in perfons of 
eminence : not that fudi examples are rare, but 
becaufe from diftinguiflied perfonages they have 

always 
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always a commanding influence. Two women 
appeared before him, claiming the living child : 
the King interefted himfelf keenly in this bufinefs, 
and his ingenuity in finding out the real mother 
may well be called ^ acute ftroke of a happy in- 
vention : ** He called for a fword, and faid, Divide 
the Hving child, and let each have an half." 
then fpake the mother, for her compaffion was 
kindled towards her fon, O my Lord, give her 
the living child, and flay him not." Thefe 
words are richly coloured with the tender feel- 
ings( of a generous heart. What an afFefting 
fcene ! the agitation of her mind, how difliicult 
to defcribe ! When flic faw' the fl:em hand of 
death darkly ftretched forth, to tear the babe of 
her bofom, from fliaring in her futurp joy, — 
anxiety muft have filled up every painful period 
which elapfed, and ferious fufpence flood trem- 
bling for the final decifion. The fuperior qua- 
lity of tender feelings, like the bright beams of 
the fun, is expreflively difplayed, npt only by 
the radiance of its own power, but by a contrafl: 
with the callous colours of infenfibility. Rud^ 
tra&s, and uncultivated moimtains, make the 
beauty of the fertile plain more attradive ; we 
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could not form ^ sidequate idea of the rich ma^ 
terials that compoCed the mind of the mother, 
had not this unfeeling charafter of an impoftor 
appeared. What an odious pifture does the 
whole of her condud exhibit ! all that feemed 
to give her any concern, was the cenfure of the 
world ; for as to any remains of virtue, or vir- 
tuous principles, thefe are altogether out of the 
queftion. I blufh for her barbarity, f^ let the 
chil(J be neither thine nor mine but diyide it." 

What a bafe heart is here brought to view I 
who can repeat the expreffion without feelings 
of difapprobation ? the language and tone of in- 
dignation are naturally annexed to fuch a cha- 
radler. Where no remains of benevolence or 
modefty poffefs the heart, it is quite impoffible 
that fuch a barren foil can produce- any of the 
fruits of piety, or refpefl: to God, 

Humanity and cruelty are fo widely different 
In their nature, that to fuppofe a coalition to 
take place between them, would be no lefs than 
a contradidion in terms. The pretended mother, 
wliUe ihe continued under the fcreen of night, 
thought hcrfelf perfeftly fecure from the blaftof 
ridicule. The deceitful glofs which covered the 

mean 



mean furniture of her grovelling foul, was all 
the effeft of malice, or the fpume of envy ; for 
the deftru£lion'of the child, to her, was a mat- 
ter of mooniliine, while the anxiety it would 
produce in the breaft of the mother would oc- ' 
cafion a cloud of forrow, and an age of paiij. 
But from a ftate of painful fufpence, her mind 
was tr^ansformed to unexpected tranquillity, by 
the impartial fentence which was fuddenly pro- 
nounced r ** Then faid the King, Give her the 
living child, and flay him not ; for this is his 
mother." The mind that is inured to the paths 
of virtue, always carries with it the furefl: anti- 
dote againfl: the venom of reproach, and eyery 
thing jelfe by which vice attempts to fligmatize 
it. It is not only neceflTary that wickednefs be 
denied applaufe, but that goodnefs be commend- 
ed in proportion to its quality : for it would be 
a pity to fuffer the garland of virtue and reli- 
gion to remain, or to fade, . on the brow of a 
falfe pretender. 

The fenfible female will require no reafoning 
to' convince her, that the beginning of ill-habits 
is no lefs to be dreaded than their conclufion ; 
and therefore will, never join in the laugh of 
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thofe who affeft to be witty, at the expence of 
humanity, virtue, or religion. 5he will fliew 
np ihynefs in acquainting them, that fuch fub* 
je£ts are quite difagreeable to her>tafte ; that 
fhe is neither out of conceit with virtue, nor yet 
ready to embrace vice. It was an ufual, but 
political charge, given of old, • to fight neither 
great nor fmall ; , but onjy the King of Ifrael. 
So thefe Bolinbrokes, Voltaires, Roffeaus, Gib- 
bons, and the naodern Deift Paiue, who have 
openly declaj-ed themfelves the enemies of man- 
kind, having ftudie4 the ftiorteft way to anarchy, 
take every opportunity of making favage thrufts 
at religion, and of wickedly expoiing it as the 
butt of theit ridicule ; juft as if merit confifted 
in deftroying what is facred^ and ferioufly in- 
terefting to every civilized nation. A profane 
wit is indeed a contemptible charafter : in the 
time of the Pfalmift, the fool thought the yery 
.fame things that thefe do. And to deferve 
the epithet fool can be no great compliment. 
Their prohibited artifices are much worfe tha^i 
of no value^ and therefore fhould meet with no 
/avour. The learned Bifhop Watfon, whofe 
.cbajrafter, as a man of letters, is defervedly 
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eftabliflied, and whofe piety and goodnefs of 
heart are entitled to lading refpeft, has, with 
his ufual ingenuity, painted infidels in the de- 
formed colours due to their charafter ; and fo 
much to the purpofe, as one would think fuf- 
ficient to ma;ke all thofe in the leaft tinftured 
with their principles, blufli, repent, and attempt 
reformation, when they take a ferious view of 
the pitiful pifture which their own charafter 
exhibits. 

Mr Erikine, our Ciceronian Orator, that 
moving library of knowledge and information, 
never fails, in his public exhibitions, whenever 
an apt opportunity occurs,, to pay this clafs well 
home ; and his reafoning is fo clear, his wit fo 
genuine, and his fatire fo keen, that the wounds 
he inflidts mufl be feverely felt. 

A refpeftable character, with whom I have 
the honour to be acquainted, and whofe conver- 
fation I have often thought a perfed: luxury, 
in talking onfe day of Deiftical writers, made 
this fenfible remark, " Men's words arc foon 
forgotten, but the performances of thofe who 
write for the edification of mankind exift for 
ages: when fcepticifm fpeaks with audacity, 
1 P 3 and 
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end infidelity Is feeti without a mafk, the confe-* 
^uence is melancholy, and much more dange- 
rous than many are aware of. If fome will be 
fingular, and are difpofed to entertain diftena- 
pered and noxious, opinions, it would be fome- 
what honeft to bury their fentiments in their 
own breads, and not to wound the feelings of 
others, by a bojd avowal of them." Thi^ 
frenzy of dellroying the finews of virtue, or the 
happinefs of mankind^ was long lefs known than 
it has been of late years j becaufe it fo glaringly 
depreciated the dignity of human nature, that it 
was allowed to lurk in the den of darknefs, 
where it fhould always be confined. I fliaJl 
now take my leave of it, by wifhing its deluded 
votaries a more generous way of thinking. 

In the early ages of the world, we 'find mea- 
fures for encouraging virtue publicly efta- 
bllflied in many countries. The Egy*ptians, I 
think, had once a law which ordained, that 
the chara6ler and aftions of thofe eminently 
diiliii^uiflied for moral refinement fliould be 
foleiiMily canvafled before their heft judges, in 
order to re;: ulate what dcjjree of fame was due 
to tlieir menipry. No dignity however exalted, 
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no abilities however cxtfaordinary, could un* 
juftly feize, in the competition, the prize of ge- 
nuine virtue. Moral refinenaent alone was the 
road to honour, and the chara£):er by which 
their names were etemifed and raifed to facred 
refpeft. To ingenuous minds this was a power- 
ful incentive to the purfuit of virtue, and alfo 
a ftrong reftraint to the wicked and thoughtlefs, 
in the career of vice. Greece had many ex- 
amples to boafl of, and the Romans were al- 
ways liberal in their encomium^ and rewards^ 
when female merit reached the pinnacle of • ap- 
probation. If the diftafF of Tanaquil, the con- < 
fort of Tarquin, was thought worthy of notice 
in their public records, and confecrated to the 
temple of Hercules, as a memorial of acknow- 
ledged induftry, and a copy worthy of imita- 
tion, — with the fame propriety, the Renfrewfliire 
jeflamine may be thought a diflinguilhed copy 
of virtue and conjugal afFedlion. What a gene- 
rous exclamation ! " My cloaths, and whatever 
elfe you chufe, are before you ; but, for God's 
fake, fave my hufband's life I" What feeling 
heart could behold her on her bended knees. 
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and hear her tender requeft without fympathy 
and" admiration ! , 

For the encouragement of. virtue, and the re- 
ward- of merit, it were to be wiflied fubordina- 
tion would take place in* the female world, as 
well as in the fcenes of civil life. Warriors 
who fignalize themfelves in the fervice of their 
country, are raifed to lucrative ftations, and 
the rank of nobility. . Penfions alfo are given to 
men eminent for their abilities ; while an ami- 
able accompliflied lemale, whofe bright example 
is of fuch lingular interell to the focietj with 
which flie is connedled, is not much <ioticed, 
excepting by a few of her intimate acquaintances 5 
and, when flie is no more, her good aft ions 
vanifh with herfelf. The bona dea was a dif- 
tinftion inftituted at Rome, and might have 
continued with fame unfuUied, had it not been 
for the abufe it met with frcnx a bafe charafter. 

It were to be wilhed our amiable Queen, who 
is an example of Angular refinement to all her 
fubjefts, would invent fome honorary title, or 
fliftinguifh fome of our deferving females with 
badges of dignity, correfponding to the charaSer 
itbejr maintained^ and the part they aft:ed> as an 
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incitement to virtue, and the ftudy of mcntsdL 
improvement. 

So much for the Mental Pick ; and if I bav&4 , 
made ufe of any unguarded or indelicate thought^ 
calculated in the l^aft to hurt the morals, dr 
"wound .the feelings of the reader, I hope they 
•will have charity enough to afcribe it to inadver-^ 
tency, rather than to a voluntary bias towards., 
immorality : for if I have penned any indecent 
expreflion, I may honeftly fay, it was more thaa . 
I either wiihed or intended. 

Afalfe mirror, which mifreprefents its objeft, 

or alluring artifices which fear the light, and 

lead to the precipice of ruin, 6r help to luU the 

mind afleep in the lap of profanenefs, vanity, or 

felf-fufficiency, I have confidered as rude inva-^ 

ders of the happinefs of ^n accompliflied female* 

And, from principle as well as from talle, I 

have had a fincere defire to keep at a diftance^ 

if poflible, from forming an acquaintance with. 

fuch hoftile impoftqrs. Flattery, the avowed ene-* 

my of improvement, which too often fer ves as fuel 

to feed the flames of levity,* I have had no mcU- 

nation to enter into terms of 'reconciliation with, 

nor to join in the excurfidn pf its confumptive 

party. 



party. But how far I have kept clofely to fuch 
tefolutlohs, others will be more competent 
judges of than myfelf. Amidft the many ele- 
gant and learned produ(9:ions, with which our 
age and country abound, that my fimple Pick 
iOiould meet with favour Ct indulgence, at the 
expences ©f folding together the inflru6lfve and 
entertaining pages of approved performances, 
that merit the moft ierious and attentive perufaJ, 
is more than I can reafonably expeft; and 
therefore I fliall banifli fuch flattermg thoughts : 
for it makes its appearance more by way of a 
uiemorial of hints, than a fyflem of inftruftion. 
At an idle hour, or a folitary walk, it might 
help, plain and artlefs as it is, to fuggeft ideas 
produ&ive either of amufement or improvement. 
That the fenaale of chara6l:er and merit may 
every where meet with the refpeft due to men- 
tal beauties, will never be an eye-fore to me. 
Though I have not the ingenuity of Ariflogenes, 
nor can furprife Clementina with her own exaft 
refemblance, as he did Celonia with his hand- 
fome looking-glafs ; yet fhe may obferve^ from 
this faint attempt of a weak artifl, what he 

would 
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p -would be willing to perform, if liis abilities 

I were equal to his inclination. • 

I fliall have no objed^ions that the plains of 
her refidence fliould be richly perfumed with 

\ the frag/"ance of every amiable accompliihment* 

' May not only the virtues of the new name men- 
tioned in fcripture, known to thofe only who 
receive the heavenly appellation, be liberally 

., imparted to her, but may her happinefs be alfo 
made ftationary. 

Jf "the external conftruftion of her frame is 

, neat and comely, may the internal temper of het 
mind be equable and virtuous ; May her frame 
be more lafting^ and her beauty more durable," 

' than the tranfient fragrance, or fading bloom, of 
a puny fummer-flower : May it continue to 
flourifli with eternal verdure, and be bright like 
the fun in the height of his beauty. That the 
bleffings of health, and happinefs may ever fmile 
around her, and the favour of hex God, without 
an eclipfe, continue her inheritance in time and 
eternity, is the finfcere defire of 

PhILO tJUKA. 
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